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Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2012 
February 7 Dinner Meeting SBYC 
February 21 Executive Bd. Mt. Future Insurance 
 
March 6 Dinner meeting SBYC 
March 13 Executive Bd. Mt. Future Insurance 
March 15-17 Boat Show  Dow Diamond 
March 18  St. Pat’s Parade Bay City 
March 23-25 Spring Conference Doubletree Hotel 
 
April 3  Dinner Meeting SBYC 
April 10 Executive Bd. Mt. Future Insurance 
 
May 1  Awards Dinner Mtg. SBYC 
May 8  Executive Bd. Mtg. Future Insurance 
May 19-25 National Safety Week VSC’s Begin 
 
June 1-3 Rendezvous  Liberty Marina 
  VSC Weekend  Bay City Marinas 
June 5  Dinner Mtg.   SBYC 
 
July 20-22 Rendezvous  Cassville 
 
August 4 Coast Guard Parade Grand Haven 
August 24-26 Rendezvous  Tawas 
 
September 4 Dinner Meeting SBYC 
September 11 Executive Bd. Mtg.  Future Insurance 
 
October 2  Dinner Meeting SBYC 
October 9 Executive Bd. Mtg. Future Insurance 
October 26-28 Fall Conference 
 
November 6 Dinner Meeting SBYC 
November 13 Executive Bd. Mtg. Future Insurance 
December TBD Change of Watch TBD 
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbmurch2@gmail.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr.  Jeanne Poirier, P               686-2199          
Executive Officer Lt/C  Steve Goodnow, P            529-9100 
SEO                       P/C   James Bartlett,  P              751-1332 
Admin. Officer     
Treasurer Lt/C   Gary Poirier,  P                 686-2199 
Secretary Lt/C    Maury Davis, S                220-6157 
 
 
Assistant SEO        Lt/C Jack Duso, P                      839-9301        
Asst. Treasurer      P/C  Janie Tacey, P                  797-6647 
Law Officer             Lt Guy Greve, P                         894-2191 
Historian              Lt Richard Simon, P                   777-0326 
 



Happy New Year to everyone!  The winter was 
slow coming however with these low Bur-r-r tem-
peratures, I believe it has arrived.   
 

Those who missed the Change of Watch in Decem-
ber, the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club was decorated in the holiday spirit, the 
dinner was delicious and we had a great installation ceremony.   Thank you 
to the squadron members, my family and friends who shared the evening 
with me. 
 

What is the direction for the SBPS in 2012?  
   1.  Membership:  Just like previous Commanders felt, a growth in mem-
bership is an important component in keeping the SBPS a success.  This 
can only be done with the participation of ALL squadron members and 
done with enthusiasm.  The 2011year end memberships for SBPS is listed 
at 103.  With the help of ALL squadron members, hopefully we can in-
crease the membership by 3%. 
 

  2. The VSC program:  We performed 170 VSC's last year and National 
would like to step up the program. Lets set a goal of 200 for 2012.  WE 
CAN DO IT!  Promoting wearing lifejackets comes dear to my heart; espe-
cially after last October's few incidents were boaters weren't wearing life-
jackets except for their dog. What are they thinking? 
 

3.  Step up Public awareness:  Yes, we have the Dow Diamond Boat Show, 
the Parade etc. however, have the public boat ramps been targeted enough 
or how about more participation with civic organizations, like the Boys/
Girls Club, Boy/Girl Scouts?  What about doing a safe boating program in 
the elementary schools, teaching children the importance of life jackets.  If 
we hook the kids, we capture the parents.  
 

Let’s ask ourselves, what kind of skill or talent can we contribute to the 
success and growth of the Squadron?  We all possess special gifts, many 
experiences, training, and natural talents that make up a unique individual 
with the skills needed to do the good works of SBPS.       
 

Join your Bridge Officers to complete these goals.  
    
Be sure to RSVP to Rudy Jarvi at rudolph173@aol.com. for the February 7 dinner 
meeting. 
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Winter greetings to members of the Saginaw Bay 
Power Squadron.  The days are getting longer and 
spring is coming.  There are three Power Squadron 
functions coming up in March that we all need to 
try hard to attend. 
 
First, watch for additional information coming next month regarding 
the March 18th St. Patrick's Day Parade.  The parade is an excellent 
way to promote the Squadron and help keep us visible in Bay City.  
While the temperature can be cool, walking with Power Squadron 
friends kept us all warm last year.  Some lucky Squadron member 
will get the opportunity to wear the much coveted furry green top 
hat.  Perhaps we should start a new tradition of honoring the past 
Commander by letting him or her wear the  sought after hat but only 
for the parade, of course.  Anyway, save the date to support the 
Squadron by joining us as we walk in the parade. 
 
During the same weekend, March 15-18, the Power Squadron will 
also have a booth at the Boat Show at the Dow Diamond in Midland.  
We need members to work the Boat Show.  This is also an excellent 
opportunity to be visible and promote the mission of the Squadron. 
 
On March 23rd, 24th, and 25th, the Power Squadron D/9 Spring Con-
ference is being held right here in Bay City.  This is a rare opportu-
nity to attend the conference without having to travel.  Dearborn Sail 
& Power Squadron is hosting the conference at the Doubletree, One 
Wenonah Park Place in Bay City (989-891-6000).  Lets try to get as 
many members as we can at this conference that is being held on our 
home turf.  The registration deadline is March 17.  Contact Steve 
Goodnow or Jeanne Poirier for registration forms. 
 
I look forward to enjoying a wonderful year with all of my Saginaw 
Bay Power Squadron friends.  See you all at the February Dinner 
Meeting. 
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Executive Officer 
Steve Goodnow, P 
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DSC Overload 
 

DSC-equipped radios purchased after March 
2011 must have a test calling capability. Transmitting a test call 
(not a routine DSC call) to the identity 
003669999  will  trigger  a  reply  from  any  USCG Rescue 21 
station within range. If your radio does not 
have a test call capability, you can test it by sending a 
DSC call to another DSC-equipped radio. The radio’s 
display will indicate if the GPS receiver  has been properly 
connected. 

The International Telecommunications Union 
Sector for Radio communications has indicated that 
excessive  test  calls  on  MF/HF  DSC  distress  and safety fre-
quencies are overloading the system to the point where interfer-
ence to distress and safety calls has  become  a  cause  for  
concern.   To  minimize possible  interference,  live  testing  on  
DSC  distress and safety frequencies with coast stations should 
be limited to once a week as recommended by the International 
Marit ime Organization.  �� from� “The Barometer�  Tip of the Mitt PS, 
January 2012.) 
 
 
 

LAKE LEVELS 
January 20, 2012 

Lake Dif. Chart Dat. Dif. Last Mo. Dif. Last Year 

Mi-Huron -1 -2 +7 

Superior -10 -4 -1 

St. Clair +23 -2 +28 

Erie +35 0 +22 

Ontario +28 +7 +13 
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February Meeting  

 
Tuesday, February 7, 2012 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 

Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hours 

 

Program 
 

To Be Determined 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RSVP  to  Rudy Jarvi 989-792-7943  

or rudolph173@aol.com �



2011 Change of Watch 
Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 

Cdr.  Jeanne Poirier 



Is Howard sleeping? 

Fall Conference 

Rudy into the sauce again! 
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ATTENTION: Owners of Orion XLT 
and 12 Gauge Aerial Signals 

Notification of Product Replacement program for certain Un-Expired VDS 
   

Prior to October 2008, Orion utilized orange ABS Plastic in the manu-
facture of XLTS AND 12 gauge shells.  Recently , Orin has received 
notice of repeated product failures related to these older XLT and 12 
gauge shells utilizing orange ABS plastic.   
 
Orin switched to red colored glass-filled polyethylene years ago due 
to much better strength , durability and ability to resist moisture.  The 
last XLTs which utilize orange ABS plastic will expire December 
2011.  The last 12 gauge shells manufactured with the orange ABS 
plastic will expire March 2012.    To prevent any opportunity for 
product failure Orin is instituting the Signal Replacement Program. 
 
Step #1:  Determine if you own an XLT with orange launch tube  or 
an orange 12-gauge shell read on. 
 
 
 
  
XLT with orange sleeve                       12 Gauge Orange ABS 
& orange launch tube 
 
Step #2:  Looking at the EXP date printed on your signals: (1) does 
your XLT date fall between 11/2011 and 12/2011 or (2) does your 12-
gauge date fall between 11/2011 and 3/2012.  If not your signals are 
not affected with this program.  If so read on. 
 
Step #3:  If you do have affected signals Orin wants to send you a free 
replacement 4-pack of either the XLTs or 12-gague (Orin #529). 
Please submit the requested information by email  
customerservice@orinsignals.com,  subject “SIGNAL REPLACE-
MENT”  or by US mail to Orin Safety products, Attn:  Signal     
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Replacement Program, PO Box 1047, Easton MD 21601.   
 
Please note we cannot ship to a P_O Box 

Voluntary Product Replacement  Program Form 
 
Name:  ______________________________ 

 
Address:   ______________________________ 

 
City:    :State:  ZIP              

Daytime Phone:---------- 

Signal Quantity:                 LOTNO._   

 EXP DATE: ------------- 

Please  include a photo of your  signals clearly :showing  EXP DATE 
and LOTNUMBER.  
DO NOT SHIP SIGNALS  BACK TO ORION. IT IS AGAJNST THE LAW 
AND DANGEROUS. 

 
 
 

 
 

REMINDERS 
 

2012 SBPS Roster:   We will be sending the 2012 Roster to press 
shortly.  If you have any corrections or addition please send them to 
cbmurch2@gmail.com ASAP.  Thanks, Craig 
 
 
E-mail vs. Snail Mail:    If you are receiving both a hard copy and elec-
tronic copy of the Bay Views but would like to join the modern world 
and save the Squadron some money, please send me an e-mail at 
cbmurch2@gmail.com saying you can get along with only the electronic 
edition.   If we eventually get to publishing only an electronic version, as 
most Squadrons have, we will have much greater flexibility in format 
and content.   Thanks, Craig 
 
 
 
 

. 
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Electricity and Drowning : 

 (this article was taken Seaworthy magazine, October 2011, written by 
Marc Nugent, Manitou Boatworks & Engineering,  

Traverse City Michigan) 
 
In the past year, there have been at least five fatalities involving people 
swimming near boats that were leaking current in the water.  I (Marc Nu-
gent) suspect there have been others that were classified a “drownings”.   
In accident studies, as many as 26% of boats in a marina are leaking 
some amount of current into the surrounding water.  All of these have 
been in fresh water and connected to shore power.  Because saltwater is 
more conductive than the human body, swimmers in saltwater are not 
susceptible to this sort of hazard.  
 
There is a new device that boat owners will start noticing on 2010 and 
newer boats that will eventually reduce these sorts of untimely accidents: 
an Electrical Leakage Circuit Interrupter (ELCI).  The ELCI is now re-
quired by the American Boat & Yacht Council (ABYC) electrical stan-
dards in all 120/240V AC electrical systems.  The ELCI is a residual cur-
rent device that detects equipment ground  fault leakage current and dis-
connects all ungrounded  120/240 current carrying conductors from the 
supply source.  If there is current leaking into the 12 volt system or water 
surrounding the boat, it will detect the missing current between those 
conductors.  If the difference between the hot and neutral conductors is 
greater than 30 milliamps, it will trip the ELCI breaker. 
 

Nb. C. Murchison.   Installing this device and having all the electrical 
equipment on your boat still work is not trivial as I learned when having 
one installed on The Shot Rock.  Anderson Marine is now knowledge-
able and skilled in the installation of this new device and making it com-
patible with your boat’s electrical system.  While very few people swim 
off their boats at in the Saginaw River due to water quality, swimming in 
the marina at Tawas and north is common.  You don’t want to be respon-
sible for an electrocution.  
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What Can I Do To Better MY chances of Rescue  
In An Emergency? 

(Rich Armstrong—Soundings, Feb. 2012, pg. 20) 
 

A recent rescue is a good example of how to  optimize your chance when 
things go wrong.  Four men in their mid-40’s were aboard  a 26’ Cobalt 
powerboat that sank at night in 59 degree water, 13 miles of California’s 
Catalina Island.  Within 1 hour 15 minutes all were safety out of the water.  
Here is how the rescue played out. 
 
Around 9:30 p.m. Dec 5, the Coast Guard Command Center received three 
quick mayday calls via VHF channel 16, but the boaters didn’t give their 
location.  Using the Rescue 21 command, control and communications sys-
tem, watchstanders were able to pinpoint the origin of the transmission.  
Among its many other features, Rescue 21 uses direction-finding equipment 
to help locate boaters and supports selective calling over VHF radio. 
 
Watchstanders also received notification from a personal locator beacon 
worn by the owner  of the boat.  Using the contact information from the reg-
istered PLB, the boater’s wife was called and was able to provide a descrip-
tion of the men, boat,  route, and destination.   
 
An MH-65 dolphin helicopter was launched and quickly located three of the 
men in the water, while a 45’ Response Boat picked up the fourth boater 
nearby.  The Coast Guard commended the men, saying they greatly im-
proved their chances of rescue by telling a friend or family member their 
departure location, route and destination; using a VHF radio; owning a PLB 
and wearing PFDs and survival suits.   
 
Rescue 21 enables the Coast Guard to perform missions with greater effi-
ciency by improving logistics among federal, state and local agencies; en-
hancing the clarity of distress calls; allowing simultaneous channel monitor-
ing; upgrading the playback and recording feature of distress call; and reduc-
ing coverage gaps. 
 
 
Have you registered your DSC radio with the MMSI  system?   It 
is free.  You can get an application and instructions from the 
Boats/US website  http://www.boatus.com/MMSI/  . 
 
 



 
 

 

 

  



 

                  The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

 
To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

 

Please Support Our Sponsors 
 

We are very grateful to our sponsors who make the Bay Views  
possible.  Please patronize their business when you have need of  

their services. 
Be sure to mention you are a member of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 



BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 
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SAGINAW BAY POWER SQUADRON 

 
606 West Meadowbrook Drive 

Midland, MI 48640 


