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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2010 
 

February 2 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
February 9 Executive Bd.  Meeting Future Insurance 
 
March 2  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
March 9  Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
March 19-21 Spring Conference Southfield Marriot 
March 19-21 Boat Show  Midland Dow Diamond 
March 21 St. Patrick’s Parade Bay City 
 
April 6  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
April 13  Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
 
May 4  Award Dinner Meeting      SBYC 
May 11  Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
May 22-28 Safe Boating Week            River Clean Up 
 
June 1  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
June TBD VSC  Weekend    Bay City Marinas 
June  11-13 Rendezvous  Liberty Harbor 
 
July 16-18 Tall Ships  Bay City 
July TBD Rendezvous  Caseville 
 
August 1 Coast Guard Parade Grand Haven 
August 13-15 Rendezvous  Tawas 
 
September 7 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
September 14 Executive Bd.  Meeting Future Insurance 
 
October 5 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
October 12 Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
October 16 Hay Ride  Billville in Hale 
October 22-24 Fall Conference  Perrysburg, OH 
 
November 2 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
November 9 Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
 
December 11 Change of Watch  Doubletree Hotel   
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbm606@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr.  Jim Bartlett, P                    892-1150 
Executive Officer Lt/C  Kathy Spiller, S                  793-6239                        
SEO                       Lt/C  Jack Duso,  P                     839-9301 
Admin. Officer Lt/C  Jeanne Poirier, P               686-2199 
Treasurer Lt/C  Cindie Bartlett, S                892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C   Bobbie Jo Simon               777-0326 
 
 
Assistant SEO       P/C Greg Stanley, JN                  753-2588 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gary Poirier, P                        686-2199 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian             1st  Lt Richard Simon, P             7 77-0326 
 



Spring is in the air and as I, boaters are anxious 
to get into the water. May 4th is the last sched-
uled dinner meeting before fall; however that 
doesn’t mean that we won’t be in touch. May 4th 
is awards night and as always a meaningful eve-
ning to recognize everyone’s work and support of the SBPS. Thank you to 
all the Chairperson’s and committee members who serve under the Execu-
tive Office. Your hard work is greatly appreciated. 
 
The week of May 22nd thru the 29th is National Safe Boating Week. Lt. 
Paul Trombley, AP, has put a lot of work into making sure boaters are safe 
not only for that week but for the entire boating season. Below is a list of 
scheduled Vessel Examinations with places and dates. All vessel examin-
ers plan to attend as many of these dates as possible so that the public not 
only has all the necessary safety equipment but is aware of the SBPS and 
their efforts to educate every one of the safety issues and boating laws. All 
VE’S will begin at 1000 hrs. 
 
May 15—Bay City Yacht Club 
May 22—Bay Harbor Marina 
May 29—Wheelers Landing (Memorial weekend) 
June 05—Bay City Yacht Club/ Au-Gres Marinas 
June 12—Liberty Harbor Marina/Pier 7 Marina (SBPS Rendezvous) 
(BCYC swap meet) 
June 13—Bay Harbor Marina (Sunday) (swap meet) 
June 19—Wheelers Landing 
June 26—Linwood Beach Marina 
 
You will need to check your email often as this is the last Bay Views until 
September. If you don’t have email contact one of the bridge members for 
upcoming events. Also check your calendar of events listed in the Bay 
Views. 
 
Call or email Rudy at 989-792-7943 or rudolph173@aol.com for your din-
ner reservations. 
Have a safe summer and see you on the water. 
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Executive Officer   
Kathy Spiller, S 



This beautiful April weather, has put the fishermen 
out on the water fishing, the cruisers and sailors busy 
painting, staining, waxing, buffing, and tuning their 
boats. This also creates a busy time for the Adminis-
trative Officer. 
 

The May 4, 2010 dinner meeting is the 

Squadron’s Annual Award Banquet.  
An award is something given to a person or a group of people to recognize excel-
lence in a certain field or a certificate of excellence and this is the Squadron’s way 
of recognizing those special people who were there when we needed them or stood 
above all others with their participation and commitment. 
 
We also recognize all the new members from May 1, 2009 to April 30, 2010 and 
officially have them sworn in as new members.  Any new member or if you know 
of a new member, please contact me at jaspoirier@yahoo.com or call me on my 
cell 989.225.5656.    
 

CALENDAR UPDATE   
 

June 1, 2010 Dinner Meeting 
With the squadron’s snowbirds returning home and with all the activities 
that are scheduled for the summer, there will be an extra dinner meeting 
June 1st. 
The topic revolves around the hands on science program held on the Ap-
pledore IV and Appledore V, which will be presented by Shelley Patter-
son.  Check your email,  and the Website for further details.  

 

This extra meeting will also allow the squadron to promote 
other summer events.    

 
June 11 –13 Liberty Marina Rendezvous, 
The River Clean-Up in June,  
The July’s Tall Ships 
The August 13 – 15 Tawas Rendezvous.   

 
Did I say we were active this summer?   

 
Come to the May 4th Annual Award Banquet and join in the fun and recognition of 
the award recipients and the recognition of new members.  Please be sure to RSVP 
to Rudy Jarvi at rudolph173@aol.com. 
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Jeanne A. Poirier, P 
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May  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, May 4, 2010 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hours 

 

Program 
 

Award Presentations  
and New Member Recognition 

Please join us in congratulating those who have 
worked hard for  the Squadron and the USPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP:  Rudy Jarvi  989-792-7943 

    rudolph173@aol.com 
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SBPS Awards  
 
ROBERT RUSH AWARD 
(An outstanding member who continuously is supporting the purpose of 
the SBPS.) 
 
SHARON MILLER AWARD 
(“Helping Hands” a member who is always there volunteering.)  
Travelling  trophy. 
 
EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 
(An outstanding instructor that gives their all in education) 
 
NATIONAL EDUCATION NOMINEE (CHAPMAN 
AWARD) 
(This award comes from National) 
 
PROMOTING THE SQUADRON AWARD 
(One who promotes the squadron on a continuous basis.) 
Travelling trophy. 
 
NOVICE OF THE YEAR AWARD 
(A new member who participates in many activities) 
 Travelling trophy 
 
SQUARDRON APPRECIATION AWARD 
(Presented to a member who assisted the squadron in a special way.) 
 
OUTSTANDING VESSEL EXAMINER AWARD 
(A vessel examiner who goes beyond the normal limits)  
Travelling trophy 
 
HAFT AST AWARD 
(A member who managed to do something out of the ordinary, like 
senseless.) 
 
CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION 



 Public Boating Classes 
 

The Saginaw Bay Power Squadron will be offering the USPS Squad-
ron Boating Course to the public for five weeks starting April 28 at 
the U.S. Coast Guard Station in Essexville.   Registration will be at 
6:45 pm on the first night of the class and participants should bring 
$30 for the class manual. Classes run weekly from 7:00 PM to 9:00 
PM.   Several additional five-week class series will be offered begin-
ning June 2, July 7, August 11 and September 15.  Pre-registration is 
required.   For more information or to register, email educa-
tion@saginawbaypowersquadron.org  or go to 
www.saginawbaypowersquadron.org .   
  
The USPS Squadron Boating Course is designed for all boaters. All 
boaters must follow the same rules, regulations and courtesies of the 
sea.  Since boating is often a family activity, families are encouraged 
to attend as a group (no extra charge if the same manual is used).  
 
 

FLOTSAM & JETSAM 
 
Renew USPS Membership:  Recently you should have received an e-mail 
from the National to renew your membership.  Please do so soon.  By doing 
so you greatly help the Bay Views and Roster Editor know who is still a 
member and should remain on the mailing list.  Also you can avoid the de-
lays and confusion that seems to result with paper renewal.  In addition it is 
easy to update your personal information in the National database which is 
what is used to construct the Roster each year.  If you missed the National’s 
e-mail, you can go to http://www.usps.org/dues/  and begin the process.    
 
Go to E-Mail Only:   In a continuing effort to minimize printing and postal 
expenses  the Editor is asking those of you receiving printed and electronic 
versions of the Bay Views to again consider going to electronic only.   An 
electronic newsletter would not only save costs but gives us considerable 
more flexibility in publication material, style and deadlines for submissions. 
If you feel you can live with e-mail only, please send me a note at 
cbm606@yahoo.com.  Thanks. 
     Lt. C. Murchison, AP 
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First Aid Supplies for Your Boat 
Dr. Rudolph Jarvi, JN 

 
These are the things that I have found of value in my first aid kit.  I carry these 
if I am going cruising  for more than a week end.  It is important to remember in  
an emergency that your cell phone is available to call  a doctor or your radio can 
always contact the coast guard. 
 
Steri Strips, liquid band aid. 
 For cuts 
Betadine 
 For contaminated wounds 
1% Silvadene Cream * 
 for burns 
Sun screen 
Dramamine, Bonamine, Scopolamine patches* Candied Ginger, etc. 
 seasickness 
Benadryl, Allegra*, Claritin 
 Allergic reactions 
Bee Kit* 
 Severe reactions 
1% hydrocortisone  oint. or cream 
 skin allergy –poison Ivy 
Lomotil or Kaopectate. 
 Guess what 
Bactroban*, Bacitracin or neosporin.  
 Skin infections 
 
Asprin, tylenol, ibuprofen. 
 pain 
Amoxicillin*, tetracyclines*, erythromycin,* etc. 
 For resp infections, etc.-contact health professional first 
 
Cough medicines, nose drops. Or nasal decongestants 
 
Tweezers and scissors. 
 
Bandage 
Ace and or Coban (self adherent type). 
 Sterile gauze dressings—regular and non-stick. 

Stretch gauze or fluff type for wrapping 
Tape.  Band aides, different sizes and many. 

  
*requires prescription 
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By Michelle Mcquigge (CP) – Mar 25, 2010 

TORONTO — The legend lives on from the Chippewa on down, but the man who im-
mortalized the sinking of the Edmund Fitzgerald has been moved to revise his iconic 
version of the story in light of some findings by a Canadian-produced documentary. 

"They might have split up or they might have capsized. They may have broke deep and 
took water," Gordon Lightfoot speculates in his 1976 hit ballad chronicling the mysteri-
ous sinking of the Great Lakes freighter.  But in the first episode of a six-part television 
series debuting next week, a father-and-son diving team suggests a potential answer to 
the questions posed in Lightfoot's "The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald." 

In "Dive Detectives" - produced by Toronto-based Yap Films - Mike and Warren 
Fletcher try to debunk the long-standing theory that human error brought the ship down 
and killed all 29 crew members on board. If the Dive Detectives are right, the ship was 
in fact sunk by a rogue wave - a massive wall of water that can reach up to 10 storeys 
high but was previously dismissed as a sailors' myth. 

A report by the U.S. Coast Guard had previously blamed the crew for the disaster on 
Nov. 10, 1975, concluding they failed to fasten the hatches properly. The conclusion 
never sat right with Mike Fletcher, senior member of the Dive Detectives. The maritime 
community has always struggled with the notion that a crew would be careless when 
they were well aware of the fierce weather conditions coming on Lake Superior that 
night, he said.  "They knew there was a bad storm that was going to fall down on top of 
them. No sailor would go into a storm like that without double-checking the hatch fas-
tenings and making doubly sure all over the ship that they were braced for bad weather. 
It just doesn't happen," Fletcher said in a telephone interview from his home near Port 
Dover, Ont. 

Skepticism about the official record prompted Fletcher and his son, Warren, to investi-
gate the case themselves, he said, adding they had access to recent high-quality footage 
that was not available to coast guard officials at the time.  Clear images of the bottom of 
the ship debunked one popular theory that the Edmund Fitzgerald ran aground and was 
damaged, he said. 

The Dive Detectives felt the answer may lie in weather conditions and nautical patterns, 
which prompted them to assemble witness accounts, weather reports and other data 
about the day the ship sank.  Their findings ultimately led them to the Institute for Ocean 
Technology in St. John's, N.L., where they used wave-generating technology to simulate 
the actual conditions the Edmund Fitzgerald encountered in its final hours. 

The simulation suggested the ship was particularly susceptible to the impact of large 
waves due to the 26,000 tonnes of iron ore it was carrying. Fletcher added the ship was 

Edmund Fitzgerald sunk by rogue wave, not crew error:  
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known to be in less than pristine condition, noting it was due to go into drydock for 
repairs.  The simulation further suggested the presence of a rogue wave, once thought 
to only occur in turbulent oceans.  Such waves are usually caused when a group of 
waves travelling in different directions converge to create a giant wall of water. 

When recreating the Nov. 10 storm conditions in the lab, Fletcher said the results 
were consistent with witness testimony and presented compelling evidence for the 
rogue wave theory.  "You don't ask it to send you a rogue wave, you put in the infor-
mation to create the events of that day and rogue waves will suddenly appear," he 
said of the simulation technology.  Fletcher was not the only one convinced by the 
evidence. 

Lightfoot saw the documentary when producers approached him asking permission to 
use his ballad in the soundtrack.  Lightfoot not only green-lighted the use of the song 
- which he has rarely done - but decided to revise some of its lyrics in all future live 
performances. The recorded version won't be changed. 

Lightfoot has not revealed what lyrics he will substitute for the line "At seven p.m. a 
main hatchway caved in." 

"I'm sincerely grateful to yap films and their program, The Dive Detectives, for not 
only making a terrific film about the loss of the Edmund Fitzgerald but particularly 
for putting together compelling evidence that the tragedy was not a result of crew 
error," Lightfoot said in a statement.  "This finally vindicates, and honours, not only 
all of the crew who lost their lives, but also the family members who survived them." 

The revision to the most well-known song of the Edmund Fitzgerald's sinking came 
as a pleasant surprise to Fletcher, who said he never expected Lightfoot to revisit his 
own work as a result of the Dive Detectives. 

"I'm a huge fan of Gordon Lightfoot and how he has sort of been the musical voice of 
Canadian history in his folk songs, and to think that an iconic song like that is influ-
enced in a small way by something that I had a hand in, that's something I never 
imagined," he said. 

"Edmund Fitzgerald" will air on March 31. 

Copyright © 2010 The Canadian Press. All rights reserved. 
 
 



 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    



BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 

 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

 
To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 
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SAGINAW BAY POWER SQUADRON 
 

606 West Meadowbrook Drive 
Midland, MI 48640 


