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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2010 
 

February 2 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
February 9 Executive Bd.  Meeting Future Insurance 
 
March 2  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
March 9  Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
March 19-21 Spring Conference Southfield Marriot 
March 19-21 Boat Show  Midland Dow Diamond 
March 21 St. Patrick’s Parade Bay City 
 
April 6  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
April 13  Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
 
May 4  Award Dinner Meeting      SBYC 
May 11  Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
May 22-28 Safe Boating Week            River Clean Up 
 
June TBD VSC  Weekend    Bay City Marinas 
June  11-13 Rendezvous  Liberty Harbor 
 
July 16-18 Tall Ships  Bay City 
July TBD Rendezvous  Caseville 
 
August 1 Coast Guard Parade Grand Haven 
August 13-15 Rendezvous  Tawas 
 
September 7 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
September 14 Executive Bd.  Meeting Future Insurance 
 
October 5 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
October 12 Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
October 16 Hay Ride  Billville in Hale 
October 22-24 Fall Conference  Perrysburg, OH 
 
November 2 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
November 9 Executive Bd. Meeting Future Insurance 
 
December 11 Change of Watch  Doubletree Hotel   
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbm606@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr.  Jim Bartlett, P                    892-1150 
Executive Officer Lt/C  Kathy Spiller, S                  793-6239                        
SEO                       Lt/C  Jack Duso,  P                     839-9301 
Admin. Officer Lt/C  Jeanne Poirier, P               686-2199 
Treasurer Lt/C  Cindie Bartlett, S                892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C   Bobbie Jo Simon               777-0326 
 
 
Assistant SEO       P/C Greg Stanley, JN                  753-2588 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gary Poirier, P                        686-2199 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian             1st  Lt Richard Simon, P             7 77-0326 
 



First of all I would like to take a minute 
and express my sincere thanks to every-
one who participated in our busy week-
end. We had a big weekend this past 
weekend with the conference the boat 
show and the St. Pats parade. I cannot tell you how proud I was to 
see all the people that stepped up and got our face out there. With all 
that we had on our deck this weekend, it came off without a 
hitch. You all know who you were so give yourselves a pat on the 
back for the great job well done.  
 
Within the next few weeks some of us will be putting in for the sea-
son. Let’s take a few minutes to review our safety procedures in-
cluding the slippery docks in the cool evenings and mornings. There 
were a couple incidents last year that could have cost a life. So let’s 
be aware of our surroundings.  
 
Water temps are stilling the mid 30’s to low 40’s and hypothermia is 
fast reacting in those temperatures. Wearing a life vest in the eve-
ning or early morning might not be a bad idea.  
 
We are getting ready for our first public class this week with a lot of 
interest from the boat show. Thank you to our instructors that have 
already signed up to teach a class we still need a couple instructors 
to help if you have any time please contact P/C Greg Stanley.  
 

I will be in Minnesota on April 5th for lower back and neck surgery 
so I will miss our April meeting. If there are any questions or con-
cerns please contact Kathy Spiller she will be handling the meeting. 
Thank you all who have sent me well wishes on this upcoming sur-
gery. It means a lot to me to have your support. Thanks again and be 
safe. 
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Officially, “Spring Is Here”. Daylight Sav-
ings time has started and with that extra hour 
of sunshine it is time for maintenance, wash-
ing, waxing, and many other prep items  to 
get our boats in tip top shape for the sum-
mer. Activity is abounding in the marinas and boat yards. Vessel Ex-
aminers are preparing to inspect those boats for safety requirements, 
so as you perform your maintenance, check to make sure all of your 
safety equipment is up to date and your batteries fully charged. 
 
Lt/C Jack Tacey, P reported that the boat show in  Midland was not 
as well attended as anticipated, however, a few boats was sold at the 
show so it was not a total loss for the dealers. As the economy slowly 
rebounds, boaters are eager to get into summer. Thank you Jack for 
all of your hard work of setting up and taking down the SBPS booth, 
and to all of those members who worked the show, thank you also. 
 
District 9 2010 Spring Conference was held March 19-21, 2010 at 
the Southfield Marriott Hotel, hosted by the Flint Sail and Power 
Squadron with ten SBPS members in attendance. Thanks to everyone 
who helped with the hospitality suite at the Conference. 
 
With only two dinner meeting left before summer break plan to at-
tend the April 6th meeting at the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club. RSVP to 
the Jarvi’s at rudolph173@aol.com or call 989-792-7943. See you 
there. 
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Executive Officer   
Kathy Spiller, S 
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We were newcomers to boating four years 
ago.   Barely knowing how to operate a 31’ 
powerboat let alone the rules of the road, 
my wife and I sought out the Public Boat-
ing class offered by the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron to learn the ba-
sics of boating safety and handling.  Until we took that class, we had no 
idea how many excellent educational opportunities were provided by 
the Power Squadron, and that is what prompted us to join. 
 
Now we know - from basic Seamanship to Senior Navigation - SBPS 
courses and instructors are top notch, and we can speak from experi-
ence.  Since joining the Squadron, we have both taken Seamanship, Pi-
loting, and Squadron Operations, and I have taken Engine Maintenance.  
I am currently finishing the final two weeks of Marine Electronics with 
nine other Power Squadron members.  Like many of our squadron in-
structors, Keith Anderson mixes course information with real world ex-
perience and just the right amount of humor that keeps us coming back 
week after week. 
 
As do our members, we value the opportunity to keep learning from ex-
perienced boaters and SBPS’ many qualified instructors.  This is why I 
accepted the responsibility of becoming the 2010 Squadron Educational 
Officer.   My goal is to assess what classes our members want and need, 
then develop a schedule and sequence that meets the greatest need for 
the most members.   I’ll need your input and suggestions, so watch for 
an upcoming survey request from me, your new SEO. 
 
In the mean time, Greg Stanley is hard at work organizing the Public 
Boating Classes for this year, which will begin on Wednesday, March 
10 and run through September 29.  Each 5 week series will run back to 
back and be held at the Coast Guard Station.  Pass the word to friends 
and family who may be interested in enrolling, and have them contact 
Greg at gstanley70@gmail.com or 989-753-2588. 
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Jack Duso, P 
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Mid-Michigan Boat Show—Dow Diamond 

Who is Rudy On Cruise with? 



 

The 2010 St. Pats Parade 



Where do I start eating.  (Spring Conference) 

This will be my only drink for the night!   Gary Poirier  
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April  Meeting  

 
Tuesday, April 6, 2010 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hours 

 

Program 
“2010 Earthquake in Port-au-Prince, 

Haiti”  
By Captain Terry Hatt 

 
The Presentation will be about 30 minutes long. The  slideshow is about  the 
conditions in Haiti and his experience delivering a vessel, which will be used 
to deliver supplies and people to various ports.  There will be opportunity for 
questions throughout the presentation. 
 

 
 

RSVP:  Rudy Jarvi  989-792-7943 

    rudolph173@aol.com 
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Just arriving home tonight, Sunday, I thought, 
WOW we actually survived this weekend.  With 
the commitment and participation of several 
squadron members, the Spring Conference, St. 
Patrick’s Parade and the Boat Show turned out to 
be a success.  What a beautiful weekend it turned 
out to be.  Hopefully you saw the squadron float on television. 
 
The April 6, Dinner Meeting:  Our Guest, Capt. Terry Hatt shuttled a 
vessel to Haiti last month.  He will share with us his experiences and what 
the conditions are like in Haiti.   Come learn about Haiti and their condi-
tions by committing with an RSVP to Rudy at rudolph173@aol.com. 
 
The May Annual Awards Banquet is coming up and we are looking for 
nominations.  Any recipient that you would like to see receive an award, 
ballots must be turned in to me by the April dinner meeting.  Extra ballots 
will be available during the1800 cocktail hour. 
 
While attending the Spring Conference, I was such a good soldier. I 
caught the end of the Executive Officers seminar, and covered the Com-
manders, Treasurers and Boating Activities seminars.  Discovered that 
everyone had the same concerns, memberships and filling bridge posi-
tions. 
 
While covering the Rendezvous session, I learned that D9 and the Flint 
Squadron would also be in East Tawas on August 13 - 15.  At this present 
time we are looking at joining up with them to share the weekend.  It is 
highly recommended to make hotel or dockage reservations ahead of 
time.  Details to follow. 
  
As I close, I would like to thank Lt/C Kate Spiller for the wonderful job 
she did preparing the hospitality room at the Spring Conference.  The 
room décor theme was the Panama Canal, which was cleverly done and 
the food was great.  Thank you Kate! 
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SBPS Has a “Facebook” Page 
     By Vicki Duso, P 
 
To keep us moving in this digital age, I have created a Facebook 
page for the Squadron that will be easy to update and may attract 
new readership and interest.  Most young adults (and some of us 
older ones, too!) have Facebook pages and actively use them to 
network with friends and organizations.  If you are unfamiliar 
with Facebook, it has the feature of allowing a Facebook user to 
“become a Fan” of organizations or businesses, which then al-
lows the organization to communicate events, news and general 
updates to a wide readership base with only one posting on the 
site.  “Fans” receive an email directly from the Facebook page, 
with a link to click on the posting.  It may be another way to en-
courage participation in our classes, VSCs and promote Squadron 
activities and membership in general.  Since it is free, we figured 
it was worth a try to see if it makes a difference, since Facebook 
is the “new email” for many.   
  
To find it, if you have an account and are logged in to Facebook, 
ask it to find the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron, and our page 
should pop up.  I posted the Change of Watch and the photos, our 
March meeting event and the first posting about our Public Boat-
ing classes.  Click on the link to “be a Fan” – it will automatically 
sign you up for SBPS updates. 
  
If you don’t have a Facebook account, you can create one easily 
by signing up your email address and choosing a password.  This 
is all you need to search for the SBPS Facebook page.  Jack will 
be posting the link on our regular SBPS website inviting Face-
book members to “be a Fan” of SBPS. 
 
If you have any suggestions for any of these activities or items – 
please send them my way! 
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SBPS Public Boating Classes 
 Session 1:  3/24, 3/31, 4/07, 4/14, 4/21 

 Instructors:  Craig Murchison, Rudy Jarvi, Greg Rankin 

 Session 2:   4/28, 5/5, 5/12, 5/19. 5/26 

 Instructors: Bill Shelt & Tom Czerniak 

 Session 3:  6/2, 6/9, 6/16, 6/23, 6/30 

 Instructors:  Bill Shelt & Gary Poirier 

 Session 4:  7/7, 7/14, 7/21, 7/28, 8/4 

 Instructors:  TBD 

 Session 5:  8/11, 8/18, 8/25, 9/1, 9/8 

 Instructor: Kathy Spiller 

 Session 6:  9/15, 9/22, 9/29, 10/06, 10/13 

 Instructor:  Jim Bartlett & Tom Czerniak 

Advertisers Needed! 

Your help is solicited in identifying companies that would 
benefit from advertising in the Bay Views and Roster. 

Rates are very reasonable ($85/quarter page,  $150/half page, 
$170/ half page inside cover, $300/ full page).   The ad will 
appear in our  printed monthly copies of the Bay Views, and 
be displayed continually in the website editions of the Bay 
Views.  Ads will also be printed in the Roster book, utilized 
by members throughout the year.   These ads are important 
in offsetting the cost of Bay Views publication.  Thanks. 

     Craig Murchison, AP 
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From Marine Log magazine March 3, 2010 

The Coast Guard has issued a safety alert on the importance of properly maintaining 

and repairing vessel electrical systems including those located in inaccessible or con-

fined areas.  In a recent casualty, a young mariner employed onboard a Great Lakes 

bulk carrier was electrocuted while working in a dark and confined cargo tunnel be-

neath the ship's cargo holds. Another crewmember discovered the fallen mariner, 

went to his aid and received an electric shock sustaining a serious injury.  

The investigation of the incident revealed that the heads of both crew members had 

contacted a broken lamp fixture. The fixture lacked a light bulb, a globe, and a guard. 

It appears that, at one time the fixture was separated from its connection box and a 

repair was made using electrical tape to cover some open wires without properly re-

placing the connecting fitting between the fixture and the box. It also appears that the 

connection box was ungrounded due to the use of tie wraps instead of solid metal 

fasteners.  This dangerous latent unsafe condition existed until the crew member 

brushed his head against it and was killed. likewise, the second mariner also brushed 

his head upon the fixture as he was responding to his fallen shipmate and was 

shocked. fortunately, he survived.   

It is critical that vessel and shoreside management personnel establish and maintain 

effective programs where unsafe conditions like this one can be reported, acted upon 

and effectively managed. Employees must not be hindered from or retaliated against 

for reporting and documenting such concerns. These principles have been widely 

adopted in maritime and other industries as safety management systems.  

Eliminating unsafe conditions also makes good business sense. The associated post 

accident costs to the owner/operator can potentially be very substantial. Further, 

there's a societal cost to deaths and injuries caused by these casualties that can't be 

fully measured. .  

As a result of this casualty, the Coast Guard strongly recommends to vessel owners / 

operators, port captains / engineers, crew members, and marine inspection personnel, 

especially those associated with older vessels, to be alert for such hazards and to take 

immediate action to report, properly document and correct any hazardous condition.  
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 Buying a Used Boat?   Things to Look For.  from BoatSafe.com                                         

Whether you employ a surveyor or not, you should know some of the things to look for 
if you have decided to buy a used boat. A keen eye, a good ear and a checklist will lead 
you to potential problems. Some of the things to look for are: 
· Mismatched paint. This could indicate that the boat has been in an accident and had 

repairs made.  
· Does the keel run true in a straight line fore and aft? Is is straight horizontally? 

· Do you see any apparent water lines inside the boat or on the engine. Look for a line 
that separates a rust free area on the engine and an lower area with a lot of rust. This 
could indicate that the boat took on water. 

· On an inboard, does the shaft turn true or does it wobble? What about the prop - any 
nicks or cracks? 

· Take hold of the prop and try to move it up and down and sideways. You should not 
be able to move it much. If you can, you have a worn cutlass bearing. 

· Take a small rubber or phenol hammer and lightly tap the hull moving around the 
boat. If you hear voids in the fiberglass, that could be a problem of repairs, blisters, 
or delamination. 

· Walk around the decks and on the bow - you shouldn't find soft spots. 

· How are the floors inside? Any soft spots? 

· Is the steering free and easy to move? 

· Check around hatches and windows - do you see water stains inside? If so, these 
will have to be rebedded to keep the rain and spray out. 

· Is there any musty/moldy smell inside? This could indicate leakage, prior water 
damage or simply neglect. 

· Are the handrails bolted through and not just screwed to the surface? Are they se-
cure? 

· Look at the transom and check the hull identification number. Does it look like it 
has been modified? Does it match the number on the registration and or title. 

· When you start the engine do you have good water flow? 

· Check belts and hoses for cracks or wear. Even with low hours on an engine(s), rub-
ber deteriorates just sitting. 

· Check the oil and instead of wiping the stick with a cloth use your fingers, do you 
feel any grit? What is the color? How does it smell? Does it smell burned. You 
might want to send a sample of it and the transmission fluid to a lab for testing. 

· Check the transmission fluid with the same process as the oil. 

· Test the seacocks to make sure they open and close. 
· See if you can get the maintenance records and review how the boat has been main-

tained in the past. Also look for reccurring problems. 
· If you are looking at an inboard/outboard make sure the tilt motor works properly. 



 

 

 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    



BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 

 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

 
To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 
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SAGINAW BAY POWER SQUADRON 

 
606 West Meadowbrook Drive 

Midland, MI 48640 


