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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2009 
 

February 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
February 9 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta. 3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
February 13/15 Boat Show  Ryder Center 
 
March 3  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
March 9  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag Twp. Fire Dept. 
March 13/15 Spring Conference South Bend 
March 22 St. Patrick’s Parade Bay City 
 
April 7  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
April 13  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
May 5  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
May 11  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
May 16/22 Safe Boating Week 
 
June TBD VSC  Weekend    Bay City 
June TBD Rendezvous  Liberty Harbor 
 
August TBD Rendezvous     
August 1 Coast Guard Parade Grand Haven 
 
September 8 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
September 7 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
October 6 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
October 12 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
October 17 Hay Ride  Billville in Hale 
October 23/25 Fall Conference  Mount Clemens 
 
November 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
November 9 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
December 12 Change of Watch  SBYC   
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbm606@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Marie A. Mitchell, JN           799-6324 
Executive Officer Lt/C  Jim Bartlett, P                     892-1150 
SEO                         
Admin. Officer Lt/C  Kathy Spiller, S                   793-6239                        
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                  892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirier, P                 686-2199 
 
 
Assistant SEO       Lt  Jack Duso, P                           839-9301 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gary Poirier, P                        686-2199 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian              Lt Richard Simon, P                     777-
0326 



I have enjoyed representing you as Commander 
of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron this past 
year.  Although I have mixed feelings about 
giving it up at the end of my term as Com-
mander,  I would like to thank all of you who 
have helped me command by supporting me and alerting me to 
what needs to be attended to and how to do it.  There are many of 
you to thank and countless things I have been thankful 
for.  Thank you, again.  It is bittersweet to pass on the torch!   
 
There have been some trials and tribulations, yet it's hard to be-
lieve that the "Change Of Watch" is coming so soon, now.  I 
would like you to join me in welcoming Jim Bartlett as your new 
Commander.  You will soon have a new Bridge and other com-
mittee chairman and officers.  This year the C.O.W. will be dif-
ferent in a number of ways especially with our change in location 
to the Doubletree Hotel making it just that more special as it is 
set apart from our Monthly Membership Meetings.  There will be 
a real holiday atmosphere with lots of Christmas decorations and 
spirit.   
 

We have enjoyed two great D/9 Conferences at the Doubletree 
and I'm sure that this party will be a sparkling success.  We will 
have a large menu of great food, celebration, our installa-
tions, and entertainment.  What more could anyone want?  Please 
join me on the evening of December 12 at the Doubletree!  Call 
in your reservations by email to Cindie Bartlett jbart-
lettj@aol.com .  Reservations are mandatory for this event. 

, 
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I want to thank all the officers and committee 
members who have worked hard to make 2009 
a great year and especially those who attended 
and worked the D-9 Conference in Sterling 
Heights. What a great time we all had. 
 
Also, let me thank all of SBPS for the many prayers and words of 
comfort offered to me in the recent death of my Mother, Vina Wal-
lace in Alabama. It is such a comfort to know you have such caring 
friends. 
 
The main event for December is the Change of Watch Commander’s 
Ball. James O Bartlett, Jr. P will be installed as the 2010 Commander 
on Friday, December 12, 2009 at the Doubletree Hotel Salon C. 
Cocktails will be at 1800 hours and Ceremony at 1900 hours. Enter-
tainment will be provided by Shockwave Productions. The cost of 
dinner is $35.00 per person and will be paid upon arrival. Please 
RSVP to Lt/C Cindie Bartlett at 989-751-1351 or jbart-
lettj@aol.com. Reservations for dinner must be made by 
12/08/2009.  Dress is formal attire: Class A Uniform with bow tie 
or appropriate dress. Members and Out of Town Quest are being 
offered a group rate of $79.00 at the Doubletree. In order to get the 
special rate ask by group name and rate of Power Squadron. Cut off 
Date for room reservations is 12/05/2009. Note the change of date 
and location for the event. 
 
Plan to attend and don’t forget our Toys for Tot’s drive with a new 
unwrapped gift or a check made to Toys for Tot’s. See you at the 
change of watch. 
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From the Administrative Officer   
Kathy Spiller, S 
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2010 Roster 

 
We will begin putting together the 2010 Roster Booklet for 
SBPS shortly.  Please check your entry for accuracy.  Send 
changes to:  Lt. Craig Murchison at cbm606@yahoo.com or 
989-295-0810. 
 
      Thanks, 
      Craig 

Sail Angle 
 
The newest USPS service is a web site called Sail Angle. This site is similar to Face-
book. The purpose is to bring the USPS community together in an online forum. It’s 
easy to register and we encourage you to join. Just log into the USPS web site using 
your certificate number and PIN. This is the PIN assigned to you at membership re-
newal. On the upper left click on the Sail Angle button and follow the instructions.  
 

1. Go to: http://www.usps.org  
2. Click on: Acess Sail Angle.com 
3. Enter your USPS Certificate number and password or PIN when requested  
4. You will be automatically transferred to SailAngle.com  
5. Follow the steps to complete your profile (you can skip these steps up to three 
times)  
6. Click on “Go to my group home page”  
7. View the SailAngle.com Instructional Slide Show contained in the Group Forum  
8. Note: the most recent members to sign-up are listed on the left-hand side of the 
Group Home Page. You may want to add one or more as a friend. To add a friend, 
simply click on “+ add as a friend” and a request will be sent to their private message 
inbox. When they accept, you are linked as friends.  
9. When finished, click on “My Home” on the silver navigation bar  
Resources:  
Link to instructional slide show: http://www.sailangle.com/usps-help  
Frequently Asked Questions: select “More Features” on the silver bar  
 



������
  

Fall Conference 
(Can you guess the names?) 
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Jeanne A. Poirier, S 

 
 
 
 
 

Changes.  
 
Here we are entering into another change of season and pre-
paring for the Change of Watch (C.O.W.). The boats are fi-
nally tucked away and equipment packed.  I’m not sure 
where the year went but I am sure looking forward to a wonderful evening at the 
Doubletree.  We can even get special room rates. How awesome is that! 
 
By now we’re all aware of the date Change and the new location for the Change 
of Watch.  One might feel some disruption, especially when the C.O.W. has al-
ways been at the SBYC on the first Friday of December.  Something like being 
out of the comfort zone. 
 
Because of this alteration, the word Change kept invading my mind.  Which of 
course lead me to the word Change in the term “Change of Watch” and just 
what the word means, especially for the SBPS. 
Change hands:  To pass from one owner to another, change in leadership. 

To alternate with another person in performing a task. 
To give and receive reciprocally; interchange: change places. 
To give a completely different form or appearance to; transform: 

changed the yard into a garden. 
To lay aside, abandon, or leave for another; switch: change 

methods; change sides. 
To cause to be different: change the spelling of a word. 

One thing for sure change is inevitable.  We have change of seasons, time 
change, change in direction, change in lifestyle, change in appearances, 
economic change, attitude change, etc. 
 
Change could mean growth and progressing on a course in forming a more solid 
and enduring Power Squadron for the future.  This may be a time for exploring 
the idea of making the Change of Watch a more meaningful experience by 
scheduling the event outside the regular boating realm. 
 
Come join the SBPS and the Bridge Officers at the Doubletree Hotel on Decem-
ber 12 to welcome Lt/C Jim Bartlett as the new Commander for 2010. 
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The Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
Requests the Honor of Your Presence for the 
Annual Change of Watch Commander’s Ball 

 
2010 - Incoming Commander 
James O. Bartlett, Jr., P 

 
Saturday, December 12, 2009 

Doubletree Hotel 
Salon C 

Cocktails: 1800 Hours 
Ceremony: 1900 Hours 

Dinner  to follow 
Entertainment by Shockwave Productions  

 
Holiday Dinner Buffet 

Prime Rib of Beef 
Salmon Coulibiac w/Lobster Cream Sauce 

Parmesan Baked Breast of Chicken 
Variety Side Dishes and Garden Greens 

Assorted Seasonal Desserts 
(Gluten free buffet except salmon sauce) 

Dinner: $35/Person-pay upon arrival 
 

RSVP- by December 08, 2009: 
Lt/C. Cindie Bartlett – 989-751-1351 or jbartlettj@aol.com 

(No Show RSVP’s require payment) 
Formal Attire: Class A Uniform with bow tie or appropriate dress 

 
~ Members & Out of Town Guest ~ 

Doubletree Rm Rate: $79  
(group name: Power Squadron – Change of Watch) 

 
*Note: in order to receive group rate ask by group name and rate* 

Room Reservation Cut off Date: 12/05/09 
Room Reservations: 989-891-6000 or 800-222-TREE 
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Recovery money for Chart Updating 
 
Photo Science is a digital mapping company in Bowie, MD but its work 
takes place across the country. In July, the company won a contract to help 
update the Great Lakes nautical charts by mapping the American 
shoreline.  
 
Some U.S. coasts have not been mapped for 100 years, posing a potential 
safety risk for boaters, according to company vice president Kurt Allen.  
Photo Science's $317,539 contract for this project is only part of the more 
than $2 million in recovery act money awarded the company for future pro-
jects.  
 
Years of storms alter the depth, or shape, of lakes and new man-made jetties 
make old maps inaccurate, Allen said. Photo Science is responsible for map-
ping four of the five Great Lakes or approximately 1,291 miles of the 
American shore.  
 
To save time and money, the project will use existing imagery collected for 
the Department of Homeland Security earlier this year. Lake Michigan was 
excluded from the earlier survey and will be mapped later. "The primary 
safety and navigation concern is for ocean liners and commercial traffic," 
Allen said.   The new charts will allow navigators to locate their position 
using landmarks. Modern structures, like cell towers and church steeples, are 
the kinds of landmarks that could help mariners pinpoint their position if 
electronic navigation systems fail.  
 
Mike Aslaksen is the chief of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration's Remote Sensing Division. Each year, the division is responsi-
ble for re-mapping 10 percent of the nation's shorelines. Just 3 or 4 percent, 
on average, actually are completed per year because of funding shortages. 
Without ARRA funds, the Great Lakes project would be greatly reduced.  
Using a plane and a million-dollar metric camera to collect data, Photo Sci-
ence's part of the project should be completed by next summer.  
"The camera uses inertial measurement navigation to determine exactly 
where you are at the point of exposure," Allen said. "We can utilize some 
work that had already been completed, imagery ... to get the work done at a 
much lower cost." 
 
Copyright 2009 Capital News Service. All rights reserved. 
by DAVID M. JOHNSON @ Capital News Service  
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    FLORIDA BOATING LOOKS BETTER FROM AFAR 
By Bill Hempel 

(From the November 2009 issue , Dearborn Power Squadron’s Anchor Lines) 
 
For many years I have written about Florida boating and our unfortunate na-
tionwide leadership in the area of boating accidents. I have often extended the 
theory that one of the causes for this leadership is our ability to boat year 
round as compared to Northern States with shorter boating seasons. This past 
month I spent some extended time on the waters around the Great Lakes, and 
boy was that theory validated.  
 
Michigan joins Florida near the top of the list of States with the most boats. 
However, Michigan’s boating season is about one third the length of Flor-
ida’s.  Therefore, their frequency of boating accidents on a daily basis is actu-
ally more than double ours Florida). While watching the local news in Flor-
ida, I am not accustomed to seeing reports on more than one boating accident 
on a daily basis. On one June day the Detroit 6:00 news reported on three 
boating accidents. I checked with the local Coast Guard station and discov-
ered that they had responded to 12 boating emergencies on that particular 
day.  
 
The variety of different accidents was amazing. The most common emer-
gency reported that day was people falling off personal watercrafts in the 
middle of a crowded boating channel. Passing boaters reported three incidents 
of people in the water in danger of being hit by passing boats.  
 
The most serious emergency was a collision of two boats in which there were 
several injuries and one fatality. The most visible accident was directly in 
front of my lodging where I witnessed a swamping. About 500 yards from 
my deck I saw a small pontoon boat in a busy channel of the Detroit River 
with no less than 16 people on board. As I shook my head in wonder over the 
obvious overload, the predictable happened. Along came a power boat doing 
about 40 knots. The wake rocked the pontoon severely, tossing most of the 
people overboard (of course none wore life jackets). Other passing boats 
slowed and assisted the people in the water and had all back on board when 
the Coast Guard helicopter arrived.  I thought this accident took the prize for 
stupidity (Captain of the overcrowded boat as well as the careless boat that 
swamped them), until I heard the 6:00 news that same evening. 
 
Seems two men were out in an open 20 foot craft and one fell overboard (no 
life jacket). The concerned Captain (no life jacket) jumped off the boat to res-
cue his friend. Of course the boat drifted away stranding both men in the wa-
ter. Fortunately, they were able to swim to a large channel buoy, where they 
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 later were rescued by a Coast Guard helicopter.  
 
The silliest was a woman that capsized her canoe while maneuvering around 
rocks in a fast moving stream. The capsized canoe pinned her against the rock 
and she was held fast by the rushing water. Another Coast Guard rescue was 
required.  
 
The scariest incident was two 15 year olds lost overnight on a personal water-
craft. They were reported missing in the early evening and not found until 
around midnight. Seems the PWC engine failed right at the mouth of the Detroit 
River and the current carried them out into Lake Erie. The young girl spotted a 
fixed and unmanned harbor light and swam to the light (both were wearing life 
jackets) where she climbed up out of the water. 
The boy remained on the PWC, which in time drifted across the lake to the 
nearby Canadian shore. He walked to the nearest home where the residents noti-
fied authorities and again a Coast Guard rescue was required to retrieve the 
young girl. 
 
Fellow boaters, this all happened in a weekend. I guess when your season is 
short you have to get in as much stupidity as you can in a short time. I know 
none of these boaters intended to hurt themselves or others. They were all just 
out for a day of boating fun. But I am sure the 12 boaters requiring Coast Guard 
rescue didn’t really enjoy the experience.  When we are on the water, we are 
always just one mistake away from an emergency rescue. Knowing how to avoid 
making that mistake as well as knowing what to do if it happens, is great insur-
ance that you will have a day of boating fun and not be the subject of a Coast 
Guard rescue.  
 
Take a USPS safe boating class and learn how to be a responsible boater. As the 
United States Power Squadrons say “ Boating should be fun. let us show you 
how”. And if you ever boat in the Detroit River, please post lookouts at 12-3-6-
and 9 o’clock! 
                                                                                        



 

 

 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    



BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 

 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

 
To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 
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