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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2009 
 

February 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
February 9 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta. 3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
February 13/15 Boat Show  Ryder Center 
 
March 3  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
March 9  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag Twp. Fire Dept. 
March 13/15 Spring Conference South Bend 
March 22 St. Patrick’s Parade Bay City 
 
April 7  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
April 13  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
May 5  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
May 11  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
May 16/22 Safe Boating Week 
 
June TBD VSC  Weekend    Bay City 
June TBD Rendezvous  Liberty Harbor 
 
August TBD Rendezvous     
August 1 Coast Guard Parade Grand Haven 
 
September 8 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
September 7 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
October 6 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
October 12 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
October 17 Hay Ride  Billville in Hale 
October 23/25 Fall Conference  Mount Clemens 
 
November 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
November 9 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
December 4 Change of Watch  SBYC   
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbm606@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Marie A. Mitchell, JN           799-6324 
Executive Officer Lt/C  Jim Bartlett, P                     892-1150 
SEO                         
Admin. Officer Lt/C  Kathy Spiller, S                   793-6239                        
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                  892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirier, P                 686-2199 
 
 
Assistant SEO       Lt  Jack Duso, P                           839-9301 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gary Poirier, P                        686-2199 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian              Lt Richard Simon, P                     777-
0326 



Don't forget to RSVP for our Nov 3rd Membership 
Meeting by USCG  BM1 Michael Tapp Officer in 
Charge Aids to Navigation Team San Diego, CA.  I think 
you will be very impressed with his program and the 
stories of his personal experiences.  We see something as 
simple as a buoy everyday we are on water, yet we don't 
know that much about them.   

 Its a time of change.  It's Fall as we have passed the Autumnal Equinox and 
are rotating towards Winter.  We experience shorter and cooler days as 
we follow are elliptical path around the sun.  There's just no escaping  the laws 
of physics and the growing data in the realm of astronomy.  I'm thinking more 
in these terms as I begin the Navigation Class taught by P/C Bill Richart with 
fellow students Duane Essenmacher and Barry Yano.    There is also a change 
coming in December with our "Change of Watch".  We will have a new Com-
mander, Bridge, and other positions.  Congratulations ahead of time to 
those who will be serving to make our Squadron the best possible.  Mark your 
calendars and RSVP at the appropriate time.     

On October 3rd I attended the D/9 Fall Council Meeting.  The first order of 
business was to vote approval of Revisions to D/9 Bylaws.  Advanced Certifi-
ers were to be certified on October 17 for the "on the water" portion of 
the Boat Operator Certification of the Inland Navigator Certificate.  This has 
been made possible by new liability insurance.  USPS was also been recog-
nized with a grant to develop a program in water handling skills for use by the 
United States Coast Guard.   

The Fall Conference offers Instructor Recertification Class good for another 
four years with no cost, no test, and no public speaking.   "Sail Angle" was 
promoted as the USPS "in house" social networking site similar to "Face 
Book" but for our limited boating group.  We can sign up on the USPS web-
site.  The Spring 2010 Conference hosted by Flint and the Fall joint D/9 and 
D/11 2010 Conference in Perrysburg, Ohio were discussed.    

, 

�������  

,��'������
  �$*�) ��
Marie Mitchell, JN 



The sixth annual “Billville Hayride” was well 
attended and lot’s of fun was had by all. 
What a great group of people. The dinner meet-
ing is Tuesday, November 3, 2009 at the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, cocktails at 1800 
hours and dinner at 1900 hours .Please RSVP to 
The Jarvi’s at rudolph173@aol.com or call 989-792-7943. 
 
The plans for the “Change of Watch” are under way and will be Fri-
day, December 4, 2009 at the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club. For the new 
members please note that this is also the December meeting. This is 
the evening that the new bridge officers will be installed and you will 
have a chance to thank the past bridge and welcome the new. There 
will be dinner, followed by the change of officers and dancing. The 
music for the evening will be provided by Shockwave Productions. 
Ladies lets go shopping and gents get out you dancing shoes. It is 
always a fun filled evening and we get to kick off the holiday season 
by supporting the “Toys for Tots.” Please bring a new unwrapped toy 
or a check so that we can support the U.S. Marines in their program. 
Again mark your calendar for December 4, 2009.  See you at the No-
vember meeting. 
 

Operations Training 
 
Who is interested in taking Operations Training which I would 
teach on a Saturday (one day)?  If you are new or have not had the 
class it teaches you all about the USPS and the Saginaw Bay Power 
Squadron. If you plan to be a bridge member now or sometime in the 
future it is required. The class is free and usually we provide lunch 
because the course takes about 5-6 hours.  I can teach two nights if 
that is better for everyone. Also if you are interested please email at 
ccmarcoux@charter.net.    Thank you Cindy Marcoux 
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From the Administrative Officer   
Kathy Spiller, S 
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Well, it seems we went from spring to fall to almost 
winter. Summer just really got lazy this year and 
really only showed up for a couple of weeks. So 
with that said we go into our fall and winter classes. 
The Marine Electronics class will be at Anderson Marine starting the 
first Wednesday of November from 7pm-9pm. It is the 101, 102, 103 
edition of the Marine Electronics course. We have about a dozen 
members interested so far if you are interested in this course 
please email me by October 20th. I need to order these manuals.   
 
If you want to see what the course involves you can go to the follow-
ing link.  http://www.usps.org/national/eddept/me/main.htm  This will 
give you an over view of the course. It will be about $35.00 and you 
can share a book. Since national is changing this course I am trying to 
get the books at a reduced price I will let everyone know if this hap-
pens.   Hope to see you at the November meeting take care. 
 
 

Please Volunteer 
 

Janie Tacey and Cindy Marcoux and Bill Shelt are the committee 
looking for members to fill the following positions for the 2010 
bridge:  Administrative Office, Secretary, and Squadron Education 
Officer (SEO). If you are interested or would like to give us the names 
of someone you feel would be, please email ccmarcoux@charter.net 
as soon as possible. The change of watch is coming up the first Friday 
in December. We also need someone to be in charge of rendezvous’ 
and programs. It can be same person or two people. It is not a bridge 
position but committee position.  Thank you. The squadron members 
appreciate. your willingness to serve.     Cindy Marcoux 
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Where did the year go?  Everyone are tucking their 
boats away, hunters are headed to the woods, and the 
snowbirds are southbound.   On top of which, SBPS just 
completed their last Rendezvous.   A Big Thank You to 
P/C Bill Shelt and Diane Dickerson for hosting the 
event.  
 
After attending the Billville Hayride Rendezvous and observing every-
one’s enjoyment, it occurred to me how committed the members serving 
on the bridge really are to the SBPS and the importance of participation 
from the squadron members at the events.  
 
What does it take to support a squadron, organization, club, league, or a 
union, Commitment and Participation. 
 

Commitment  to an organization means to duty or pledge to some-
thing or someone, and can refer to: (noun) administration, govern-
ance, governing body, establishment, brass, organization, the per-
sons (or committees or departments etc.) who make up a body for 
the purpose of administering something. 

 
Participation - the act of sharing in the activities of a group; the con-

dition of sharing in common with others (as fellows or partners 
etc.) 

 
At the Change of Watch, I will be resigning from the secretary’s position.  
However, this does not mean I’m out of the picture.  Actually, it appears I 
will be more visible planning programs, rendezvous and other events.  I 
anticipate commitment from the squadron members and great participa-
tion with many RSVPs for the meetings and rendezvous.  Fresh ideas and 
thoughts are valuable so, if you have suggestions for programs and ren-
dezvous, please contact me.   
 
We look forward to everyone’s participation and continued commitment 
at the November 3rd  Dinner Meeting.  Please send in your RSVP. 
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November  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, November 3, 2009 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hours 

 

Program 
Aids to Navigation 

By 
USCG BM1 Michael Tapp 

Officer in Charge Aids to Navigation Team 
San Diego, CA.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP:  Rudy Jarvi  989-792-7943 

    rudolph173@aol.com 
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November Speaker’s Background 
USCG BM1 Michael Tapp 

 
His service included Aids to Navigation Team Muskegon and Coast 
Guard Port Huron.  Other assignments have included USCGC RUSH in 
Honolulu, HI; USCGC Harriet Lane, Portsmouth, Va; Coast Guard Sta-
tion Crisfield, MD; and Coast Guard Station Oak Island,NC- where he 
began his career as a heavy weather Motor Life Boat crewman. 
 
    At present Petty Officer Tapp has responsibility for all short range 
coastal aids to navigation in southern California from Dane Pt. to the 
California/Mexican Border, and offshore to San Clemente Island.  This 
includes buoys, lights, ranges, foghorns, and the historical Point Loma 
Lighthouse - all keys to the safe navigation of the largest military, strate-
gic, and vital economic parts of the U.S.  His responsibilities include 
maintenance to existing aids to navigation and provide changes to the sys-
tem to better serve mariners.   Search and Rescue, Maritime Law Enforce-
ment, and Homeland Security are included.   
 
Recently Petty Officer Tapp was selected as Enlisted Person of the Year 
for Coast Guard Pacific Area for his service on USCGC RUSH during 
international developments in the Bering Sea, Gulf of Alaska and Central 
Pacific.  
 

Marine Electronics. 
 

Keith Anderson and I have put together the ME 101, 102, 103 
Electronics course, It will be about 17 weeks with the trouble shooting 
being part of the course. This course is going to be changed and it will be 
a time before it will be offered again. It is approximately $35.00 for the 
course. National did not have an instructor manual but our DEO offered 
us his. Now national only has about 30 student manuals left and ounce 
they are gone no more will be ordered for this course until the new course 
comes out. So if you are interested in this course please let me know 
ASAP so we can get these student manuals before they are gone. The 
course would start the first week of November.  
     Lt/C Jim Bartlett, P 
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 Vessel Safety Checks 
 
I think it’s time to put the summer of 2009 behind us. It sure wasn’t the 
year we expected to have when we commissioned our boats in the 
spring. With record cold temps and wind and rain it won’t be hard to 
forget. 
  We still managed to take our boat out a few times and make a couple 
of voyages that were very enjoyable. I hope you had a chance to do the 
same. It is possible that we may get a nice day or two yet this year to 
take one last spin around the bay. I hope you can do the same 
   Now on to the important stuff. 
The VSC program was in my opinion very successful in 2009, consid-
ering the weather and the downturn in the economy we still managed 
to do 233 Vessel Checks, congratulation to all that participated. 
  Please see attached spreadsheet for totals by examiner. 
 The following examiners have completed 10 or more inspection and 
should receive a merit mark for the 2009 calendar year 
 
Ken Anderson 
Jim Bartlett 
Leon Dykhouse 
Richard Freigang 
Craig Murchison 
John Randall 
Rich Spitzer 
Greg Stanley 
Cheryl Cheeger-Timm 
Paul Trombley 
 
Thanks to all who participated in the VSC program, either by perform-
ing or receiving a VSC by one of our examiners, I hope we were able 
to prevent one life or one boat from becoming a statistic in 2009, be-
cause of what we do. 
 I am looking forward to working with all of you again in 2010. Have a 
great winter. 
 
  Lt. Paul Trombley AP 
 Chair Vessel Safety 
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HOW TO AVOID THE SIX MOST COMMON BOAT 
WINTERIZING MISTAKES 

 
With winter approaching, BoatU.S. Marine Insurance (Oct 2008) reviewed its 
claim files and reported the following six most common mistakes made when 
winterizing a boat. 
 
1. Failure to winterize the engine: Freezing temperatures occur in all 50 states 
and while they are taken seriously up north, it's the balmy stases of California, 
Florida, Texas, Alabama and Georgia where boaters are most likely to have 
freeze-related damage to engine blocks. It routinely occurs to boats stored ashore 
here. Boats left in a slip are less susceptible to sudden freezing as the surround-
ing water retains heat longer than air. 
 
2. Failure to drain water from sea strainer: (This one got me one year when in 
the spring I found a 2 inch heavy plastic like coin in the bulge which happened 
to be the bottom of my strainer.) If your winterizing plan calls for draining the 
engine, the seawater strainer must be winterized or residual water could freeze 
and rupture the watertight seal.  Sometimes you won’t know it’s damaged until 
spring launching and water begins to trickle in. 
 
3. Failure to close seacocks: For boats left in the water, leaving seacocks open 
over the winter is like going on extended vacation without locking the house. If a 
thru-hull cannot be closed, the vessel must be stored ashore – the sole exception 
is cockpit drains. Heavy snow loads can also force your boat under, allowing 
water to enter thru-hulls that are normally well above the water line. 
 
4. Clogged petcocks: Engine cooling systems petcocks clogged by rust or other 
debris can prevent water from fully draining. If one is plugged, try using a coat 
hanger to clear the blockage or use the engine’s intake hose to flush antifreeze 
through the system. 
 
5. Leaving open boats in the water over the winter: Boats with large open cock-
pits or low freeboard can easily be pushed underwater by weight of accumulat-
ing ice and snow. Always store them ashore. 
 
6. Using biminis or dodgers as winter storage covers: A cover that protects the 
crew from the sun does a lousy job protecting the boat from freezing rain and 
snow. Unlike a bonafide winter cover, biminis and dodgers tend to rip apart and 
age prematurely by effects of winter weather.  
                                 P/C Leonard LaPorte, AP, Port Huron Splash, October 



 

 

 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    



BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 

 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

 
To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 
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