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Thank you, Bay City, for voting us your #1 Marina!

* Indoor/Qutdoor Heated and Cold Storage

* Mid Michigan's Only Premier MerCruiser
Service Center

* New Floating Docks

» Top-rated Mechanical Shop

* Advanced Fiberglass Technology

989-684-5010
www.BayHarborBayCity.com
Best Boat Care on the Bay

Call us today for our discount programs

mHARBOR MARINA

" 5309 E. Wilder Rd. Bay City, MI 48706

BUYING OR SELLING

e Marine Saleg

BN
8y at
Y Harbor Mar\®®
MID-MICHIGANS MOST EXPERlENCED BOAT BROKERS
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EXPOSURE
FEATURING POWER AND SAIL FROM 18'- 50’

COMPETITIVE FINANCING YACHT INSURANCE
5309 E. WILDER ROAD. BAY CITY, MI. 48706 (989) 684 5010

kellymarinesales.com




Andersons Service Centers, Inc

Automotive Division Marine Division

1206 E. Patrick Street 2363 Weadock Highway
Midland, Ml 48640 sksville, MI 48732
(989) 832-8895 989) 894-0552

Complete Automotive and Marine Service
Land and Sea All Service Guaranteed
Keith Anderson, Pres. e-mail: AsdaSvcinc@aol.com

Custom Tempur-Pedic® Mattresses
The one and only Tempur-Pedic mattress
Customized to match your needs

Arny Size — Any Shape — Anywhere

T & < TEMPURPEDIC
ARTISANS MATTRESS

PRESSURE RELIEVING
SWEDISH MATTRESSES AND PILLOWS

90 Day Trial & 20 Year Warranty on custom mattresses!

Artisans Custom Mattress, Inc.
2200 S. Hamilton, Saginaw, MI 48602
989-249-9992 Fax 249-6991 800-482-6960
www.ArtisansMattress.com
Email: 41 1@ ArtisansMattress.com
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Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2009
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Editor Lt. Craig Murchison, AP
(989) 631-5835
E-mail: cbm606@yahoo.com
606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640

Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y
the 15th of each month. The Bay Views is published

monthly except January, June, July and August for the
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, Ml.

Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the

SBPS. Articles may be reprinted without permission if credit is given to

the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.
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Marie Mitchell, JN

This is our appendix to the "Summer that wasn't". Now
in September the weather is gorgeous warm and sunny
(even if the nights are colder and the calendar ticks on
ward). | have been reminded that it is Never Too Late
To Enjoy Your Boat by a sailboat racing friend of min

He has a Bayfield 29 he had been paying storage while

the slip he owned sat idle for six years. | didn'twiine even owned it and
two smaller boats. I'd raced with him on Wednesdaydaisi Saturdays, ar
Sundays and hadn't heard. One day he said that heahntad storking on
getting his boat ready to put in the water. It wasetie of August and we
asked if he meant for this season. He said "YesheWwkpeople who had al-
ready "pulled” their boats and others who had datpsitéahem out soon. |
thought that sounded a little crazy. He said he hadjbed months or more
of sailing ahead of him.

| do know another racer who keeps his boat in the vwatarround with bub-
bling and sails over 200 days a year! He has the resofal as | know. The]
marina dropped his boat in the water on Tuesday so he caititel down the
river through two bridges and tie up neatly at his slip.\V@anesday he wag
out on the Bay for the "Main and Jib" race. Two dayerlhe and a couple g
friends took it to Tawas for the Labor Day WeekendeyTtlid fine other thar]
an exhaust hose problem and a weak bilge pump which he foaghd during
his preparations. "Hey let's not waste anymore tiowg let's just enjoy this
boat!" I would call his attitude an imitative "chutzpalNow he races every
Wednesday and takes his boat out whenever he can.

It just gives a person pause to think what can be accoraglishen you set
your mind to it. That Labor Day Weekend everyone toel thoats out and
enjoyed them. There were the old Saginaw River trpfidblems with so
many boats. The Saginaw Bay was active with powesszbaing through
the water and sailboats in full sail. The perfect weabinought the Tawas
State Dock to filled capacity for the first time sirtbe dock expansion. |
heard that they had to turn boats away for reservations

As | write this article the warm weather patternti Isolding, and as | alway:
say: "keep your boat in the water as late as you cathatball. September
and October can be great! In Michigan the season isahough. We need
to make the most of it! | know the worry is thag theather will change

and make it a more uncomfortable job to do the lay-ugpntenance, and
cover-up. There also gets to a point when you don't waravi® to worry
about your boat in the slip if storms come up. You jumtivto know that it's
safe and put away. | can understand that, too.




From the Administrative Officer
Kathy Spiller, S

Fall is fast approaching and the leaves are start-
ing to change colors and flutter to the ground.
Does this mean that boating is over for this
year? With the many weather changes we have
in Michigan keep your boat in a little longer

and enjoy fall on the water.

Boating can keep going through winter by participating inntaay
interesting events the squadron has planned. Tuesdayedéo
20009 is the dinner meeting at the Saginaw Bay Yacht @itih

cocktails at 1800 hours and dinner at 1900 hours. Please please

please make you dinner reservations in advance. Lasthmnve had
21 people respond with reservations and 41 people attend the n
ing. We are very pleased with the 41; however, this pet¥ #tht
club at a disadvantage for preparing the meals. RSVRdy &
Ginny Jarvi at 989-792-7943 andolphl73@aol.com

The 2009 Billville Hayride will be held Saturday, October 2009
at Bill Shelt’s Cabin in Hale Michigan. See the annoureanon a
following page or go to the Saginaw Bay Power Squadronsiteb
for more information.

October 23-25, D-9 Fall Conference hosted by Mount Clemens
the Sterling Inn Banquet and Conference Center 34911 Van Dy

Avenue @ 15 Mile Road Sterling heights, Mi 48312. Friday night

hospitality rooms and Costume Party, costume judgingidsrand
adults with a Halloween theme. No meal reservatadtes October
9, 2009. Download the conference registration form froan th
Saginaw Bay Power Squadron web site. Make your hoteleese
tions at 1- 586-979-1400 or 1-800-953-1400 mention the USPS
receive the special room rate of $89 per day.

Mark you calendars now for the “Change of Watch on b 4,
2009.Again please consider serving your squadron if a nominati
committee member ask you to serve. See you at thengneet

nee




* + . -
Jim Bartlett, P

It has gotten to that time of year again where the
season is telling us that we don't have much time
left. As | have said in the spring let us remembe

that our docks may become slippery with the
change in weather. Please be careful.

| have gotten the Marine Electronics course materiahfoor DEO
for 101, 102 and 103. Keith Anderson will be looking it ovet e
will pass along the information of class length and siifigou are
interested.

Also there is not much time left if you plan on goinghe conferenc
and to Billville. Please let the right people know yoientions.

Thank you all for making this such a successful year grdaof
great memories.

W




* +
Jeanne A. Poirier, S

Wow, where did this summer go! At the September din-
ner meeting it was drawn to my attention that memberg

were not sending in their RSVPs for dinner meetings.
Coming off our Daughter Cheri’s wedding August 15th; ths iepic | can
truly relate to. So | took it upon myself to Google RSAffdl here’s what |
found:

RSVP abbr.French répondez s'il vous plait (please reply).

The term RSVP comes from the French expression "réponbeausi
plait”, meaning "please respond”. When RSVP is written an\atation it
means the invited guest must tell the valsether or not they plan to atten
the party It does not mean to respond only if you're coming, addes not
mean respond only if you'ret coming (the expression "regrets only" is
reserved for that instancd.means the host needs a definite head count
for the planned event, and needs it by the date specified onnthitation.
An incomplete list of respondents can cause numerous prslite a host
including difficulty in planning food quantities, issuetatig to minimum
guarantees with catering halls, uncertainty over the eumibparty favors
and difficulties in planning appropriate seating, amongrdtiirgs

There are only 3 more dinner meetings left for 2009, TueSdayber &,
Tuesday November®and Friday Decembef"4Change of Watch). So th
next time Rudy Jarvi emails us an invitation to the SBR#1&iMeeting,
let’'s use our etiquette and respond promptly witliR&VP.

Some other events you might want to respond to i©theber 17" Rendez-
vous at Billyville (hayride) and the Fall Conference Octobéf 225",

Another area that needs a response to is Marilyn Tromthié$unshine”
person. She graciously mails out cards or letterayar@mber of the SBP
who experiences an iliness, death, needs a thank yourocelabrates a
special event like retirement or milestone birthday/anniversahis is only
possible if squadron members contact her with the propamation.

| cordially invite the SBPS members to RSVP to RudyiJar the October
6™ Dinner Meeting. You might even think about bringing a potenta¥
member or a boating friend to the meeting.

o

S
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October Meeting

Tuesday, October 6, 2009
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club
Cocktails 1800 Hours

Dinner 1900 Hours

Program
Diving the Michigan Shipwrecks
By
Keith Hintz
Co-owner of Dive & Glide in Bay City

RSVP: Rudy Jarvi 989-792-7943
rudolphl73@aol.com
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2009 Hayride Rendezvous

Saturday, October 17"

At Bill Shelt’s Cabin
(Billville)
In Hale Michigan
Approximately 80 min North of Bay City

Hayride, Music and Fun

MENU
To Be Determined
Bring your own beverages
Small desserts to share appreciated

Directions Bill Shelt's Cabin is in Hale, Michigan
Approximately 1:20 min north of Bay

wo G City
% Take 23 north to M-65, go north about
i 23 miles and turn left on Old State Rd.
Then go 4 miles to East County Line Rd.
and turn right, just past a yellow house is
a gate on the right. This gate is locked,;
we will meet there at both 10:30 am and
11 am to transport people back into the

property.

Cost is to be determined by the number of partici-
pants— (we’ll pass the hat)

Please RSVP by October 6, 2009

Cynthia Marcoux 989-793-1583' ccmarcoux@charter.net
Kathy Spiller 989-280-7828T katelkut@aol.com




Cruising The New York State Canal System

As many of
you know, we
cruised on our
Cruisers 415,
The Shot
Rock all the
way to the
1000 Islands
area
(Alexandria
Bay, NY) of
the St. Law-
rence River at
the eastern
end of Lake
Ontario over a

period Of_SiX Locking Through Using Line From the Top of Lock
weeks this (Pat Murchison—crew)
summer. Our

motivation for this adventure was: 1) the Great LakessBrgiClub ren-
dezvous at Port Colborne, Ontario (Lake Erie entrantieetdVelland Ca-
nal) and 2) more importantly to host a family reunioroanboat at the
Rochester Yacht Club, Rochester New York. It waseatdrip with gen-
erally favorable seas, friendly ports and good water qu@ithough not
that of Lake Huron, northern Lake Michigan or Lake Supgridihe main
issue for such a trip is getting around Niagara F&is.the way out (going
down) we choose to do the Welland Canal. On the way batig(gp) we
choose the New York State Canal System, entering thegas@anal at
Oswego, New York on Lake Ontario and proceeding on wtddfticsally
called the NYS Barge Canal to Tonawanda, NY at thed¥agver south
of the falls. This canal system is popularly refefvgdts historical name
“The Erie Canal”’. A ten day pass for the locks Efhdbridges costs $50.

The system is made up of a series of existing riversiggxechannels and
cut rock channels. It is uniformly about twelve feet deeprgike the
Trent-Severn canal there are no draft issues. The gaddity is good
until the stretch between a Lockport and Tonawanda renthe Tona-
wanda Creek joins the canal. There the water qua&lityrrds one of the
Saginaw River.




The issue on the
Erie Canal is
clearance of low
fixed bridges.
These all occur
west of the inter-
section of the
north-south
Oswego Canal
(near Phoenix,

NY) with the
Barge Canal. The
lowest bridge clearance Rental Canal Boat

on our trip was 15, 11”

near Clyde, NY. One should plan to require not maaa #5’, 6” inches for
this trip. At first | wondered why they didn’t just remabés old bridge like
they have done with so many others. | assume the reatb@nasare a num-
ber of bridges whose clearance is 16’ so there would beinbip removing
just one. The hardtop o he Shot Ro¢ks 14, the anchor light is 17’ 6” and
the radar dome is 15’ 6”. The anchor light had to go benaly conservative,
| took down the Radome. | was glad | did. This left dearance at about
14’ 6” due to things like the GPS, TV, Radome mount, elidedti on the hard
top. Nevertheless, when we went under the first “16 footigeari we went
ultra slow and said silent prayers. | also had a faliilof diesel and water to
make sure the boat was at the low end of its officiarelece spec.

Boats coming up from the intercoastal waterway that cameet the 15’ 6”
clearance requirements take the Oswego Canal at Riwees (Phoenix) to
Lake Ontario and then used the Welland to get into Lalee E&iternatively, if
your draft ( 6’) and length (60’ ?) allow, one can take trenFSevern Canal
system to Georgian Bay and Lake Huron. We visitedegsviwice during
our cruise. Once on the way to the Thousand Islands andmbegin our
canal journey. ltis a significant town with ample docKiagjlities along with
marine maintenance (stepping masts, etc.) at the Odvagoe. We docked
our first time at the Oswego International Marina overiogh.ake Ontario. It
was next to the Oswego YC, a small sailing YC, whicHcareed Pam and |
with a complementary beverage and interest in our voy@ge.can also
dock free on the wall in downtown Oswego. On our secondwesithoose to
go through the first lock on the canal and then tie upeatree dock on the
upside of the lock overnight. In this way we were protetrimu any surge
from Lake Ontario. It was a short walk into towrthhe many restaurants.
Regarding docking, most of the docking along the canal is free.just pull



up to what is called the

“Free Dock”. Sometimes
there is power and water

and sometimes not. Occa-
sionally a town dock with
power will charge a mod-

est fee. Our 43’ boat

gualified for the maximum

fee which was $15. Pump
outs are generally free

also. Sometimes the pump
out dock was too small for

our boat but generally

there is no problem. Not

all towns have pump outs

S0 you need to review your ca-
nal literature and plan ahead. My favorite pump dyipu can refer to such
things as favorites, was one disguised as an outhotibele are marinas occa-
sionally along the canal but they tend to be small and tigbtme they looked
like something to be avoided.

Locking through on the NYS canal system is not very har@heiimust take it
seriously and get your technique down. The lock masterisedpful and for the
most part considerate. My definition of considerate tdetong the water in
(we were always going up as we climbed Niagara Fall$l)thetboat is secured.
Some lockmasters were better at that than otherslotke either have 1” ropes
hanging from the sides or plastic coated cables. An abssséatial for locking
through are gloves. The ropes are, in a word, filfAlye cleats on our boat are
fairly large so we could warp around each horn but ndt tloe knot. People
with smaller cleats had to hold on to the rope and rothescleat for leverage.
There is no point in wearing clean clothes before you tlacugh if you get my
drift. The cables are easier to use once you get the itiea 18 to grab the ca-
ble with the boat hook, put a short line around it and hold &atls as you rise
in the lock. Alternatively one end can be cleated. imtpsaid this, on our third
lock, my sister was on the bow and graded a cable. Uné&igiyrthe lockmaster
started letting a lot of water in before we had seduhe boat with lines. My
sister yells she can't hold on anymore so | yell back .i Also unfortunately
she takes this to mean let go of the boat hook rathetthieacable and | soon
saw may $40 book hook go floating down the lock. Naturallgd eriticized

by my female crew for not being more explicit in my direns.

Typical Docking On Wall

Fenders, you can’'t have too many. We were using eight rmthst bme. |
bought two 18” teardrops before the trip but my two 14" teapsiwould have



been adequate . My
other four fenders
were 10" cylinders.
Some locks do have
chunks of wall miss-
ing and are very

rough. The water
comes in slow

enough that it is easy
to fend off the wall

with your boathook
when necessary. In

19 locks we only
locked through with
other boats two or
three times. In those
cases it is good to have
fenders down on the non-wall side of your boat in case sonadseie boat
gets out of control. | found it most important to havedfs as close to the aft
corners of the boat as possible to avoid collision withwtakk | was not al-
ways successful at this but that is why | had Andersornéaxtend my rub
rails to the aft. The biggest challenge for me, theatapivas to get my sister
on the bow and Pam near the stern both close enoughwalireend close
enough to the ropes or cables at the same time. Flasthéird of the trip we
were only a crew of two (Pam & Craig). Then the tegheiwas to have Pam
cleat a line to the aft quarter cleat. | would thendthe bow up to a forward
rope. The locks were plenty of exercise for the tr&peaking of exercise,
since there frequently was not anyone at the docking alaltg the way, nor a
convenient post to lasso, crew (read Pam) had to jusnptiie boat to the
wall and cleat a line to something. She did a greatgohi o - - girl.

Typical Canal Scene

A great deal of the canal is wooded area, which | found redaying at our 7
knot pace. Pam found it a bit boring. More to her likingentee nice homes
that lined the canal near the big cities of Syracus®oohester. Many of the
small towns along the way are quaint but not very economigbltant. They
are all very welcoming if you actually find anyone there. Bbést towns we
stopped at were Brockport, Pittsfield (Rochester) Bmthwanda. We missed
stopping in Fairport which is supposed to be the best ondgbtem end of the
canal. In Pittsford were enjoyed the best restaiffeorh a quality-cost point
of view) of our whole trip. Maybe the reason | enjoyedct@al so much was
that | only used 82 gals of diesel the whole 200 mile tr§ich a trip would



usually take 250

gallons. [ would

have even used

less had | not tried

to go back on

plane in those

places where high

speed was al-

lowed. Generally

the speed limit on

the canal is 10

mph but in some

places they allow

30 mph. Looking at the sign One of Many Lift Bridges
closely it reads 30 mph but no

wake when going past docks

or other boats which is most of the time. 1 finallyridut better to just putter
along a 6-7 kts and enjoy myself.

Our final stop was at Tona-
wanda, my old home town. It
was a nostalgic stop for me.
The cities of Tonawanda and
North Tonawanda have put a
lot of money in their canal
side facilities. It is a real
weekend hotspot (there was
rock concert the night we
were there) and the docks
filled up which was the usual
situation. | have no idea
where all the boaters were
coming from. Rafting is common. Although the night we vikeze was some-
what subdued due to weather, the place is usually like Safald.

One final note. As you leave the canal and enter theakadgiver they have
two large signs with big arrows pointing south to Lake Be®pposed to north
to Niagara Falls. One would hope that boaters psshesavigational skills to
make the right choice without the arrows but then again tbevaumight be the
most effective navigational aid for someone who has hathtah party time!

Craig & Pam Murchison, The Shot Rock



Please Support Our Advertisers!

The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciatgs
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay
Views” year after year.

It is very importanfor members of the Squadro

to in turn support these businesses when you hjpve
need of their products. When doing so please
make the effort to thank them for their continuegl
support of the Squadron.




The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club

is proud to host the monthly meetings of the
Saginaw Bay Power Squadron

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Clulvelcomes
all those who love boats & the Lakes.
SBYC offers boating & social memberships
with casual dining & lasting friendships.

To learn more, call (989) 892-5905

BOSTON WHALER
MERCURY OUTBOARDS MERCURY INFLATABLES

HEATED STORAGE INSIDE COLD OUTSIDE STORAGE
PARTS ACCESSORIES GAS DIESEL
MECHANICAL WOOD FIBERGLASS REPAIRS

PIER 7 MARINA CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE
963 E. MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY, MI. 48706
BUS. (989) 894-9061 FAX (989) 894-0424




SAGINAW BAY POWER SQUADRON

606 West Meadowbrook Drive
Midland, MI 48640



