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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2009 
 

February 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
February 9 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta. 3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
February 13/15 Boat Show  Ryder Center 
 
March 3  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
March 9  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag Twp. Fire Dept. 
March 13/15 Spring Conference South Bend 
March 22 St. Patrick’s Parade Bay City 
 
April 7  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
April 13  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
May 5  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
May 11  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
May 16/22 Safe Boating Week 
 
June TBD VSC  Weekend    Bay City 
June TBD Rendezvous  Liberty Harbor 
 
August TBD Rendezvous     
August 1 Coast Guard Parade Grand Haven 
 
September 8 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
September 7 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
October 6 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
October 12 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
October TBD Hay Ride  Billville in Hale 
October 23/25 Fall Conference  Mount Clemens 
 
November 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
November 9 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
December 4 Change of Watch  SBYC   
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbm606@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Marie A. Mitchell, JN           799-6324 
Executive Officer Lt/C  Jim Bartlett, P                     892-1150 
SEO                         
Admin. Officer Lt/C  Kathy Spiller, S                   793-6239                        
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                  892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirier, S                 686-2199 
 
 
Assistant SEO       Lt  Jack Duso, P                           839-9301 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gary Poirier, S                        686-2199 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian             Lt Richard Simon, P                     777-0326 
 



Our September 8th Membership Meeting will be more of 
a social event.  I would like everyone to tell about their 
travels this summer.  I know this was always a school 
assignment to write " What I did on summer vaca-
tion."  We won't make you write an essay.  Just tell what 
you did and what you found most enjoyable.   
 
I've heard this summer called "The Summer that wasn't".  I'm hoping there is 
still a lot of good summer left and that we have a long Indian Summer.  I'll 
start first with mine to get you thinking about what you can say about your 
summer, which is in essay form.  I raced my usual "Main and Ji.b" and 
SBYRA sailboat races in the Saginaw Bay.  We started out with a lot of cold 
weather races through most of the season.  Then we had rain.   
 
My so-called cruising consisted of the delivery of said racing boat from Bay 
City to Chicago for the "Chicago Mac".  This consisted of 5 days of mostly 
motoring 24 hours a day.  Night watches were 2 solitary hours with 4 hours 
off.  Our first stop for gas and dinner was Presque Isle which took about 18 
hours to arrive at.  We were planning to continue on to Mackinaw City next if 
wind and wave conditions were favorable.  During one of my night watches 
there was some wind and waves with a lot of lightning in the clouds far to the 
east.  The lightning had been staying to the east but was closer now.  When I 
got off watch my two crew members came up and outside where I had been 
and noticed that now there was lightning now coming from the south and the 
easterly lightning was coming closer.  They noticed we were 2 miles from 
Hammond Bay and decided we should change course and head for the shelter-
ing harbor.  We had never been there before; but were able to maneuver our 
way beyond the break wall into the harbor and safely tied to the dock.  The 
storm hit in less than an hour with lots of thunder, lightning, waves, wind, and 
a deluge of rain.  We were there for 4 1/2 hours before we could safely 
leave.  We tried to leave once but another storm came through.   
 
We did have one destination in mind with a deadline of Saturday.  We had 
plans to visit Beaver Island, as we had 2 years ago, but this time for a special 
tour by Pat Nugent's invitation (who gave us 2 programs in the past: "The Ber-
muda 1:2 Races and "Erie Canal boat Delivery").  Pat is building his retire-
ment home pretty much by himself and had invited us for a tour of the island 
and a visit to his house.  Pat  has worked on his house from April through De-
cember for the past 2 years.  I had only seen Main St before so he gave us a 
tour which included an historical log cabin, 2 of the 5 lakes, and a lot of 
"God's Country".  His home is built into the sand bluff which is one of the  
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highest locations on the east shore with views of Lake Michigan looking 
across towards Charlevoix and the dunes.  All around his house are large trees 
with DNR land on one side and a vacant lot on the other.  Its very beautiful 
like where I've camped in Canada in the past.  His house is 3 stories with the 
garage and entry on the floor built into the bluff.  He recently put indoor 
plumbing on this level.  While building his house he has been living in a small 
trailer with a Doberman Pincher and a black cat.  The second 2 stories will 
incorporate 3 bedrooms with their own bathrooms.  On the second floor the 
"Great Room" kitchen, living room, and dining room space has lots of large 
windows to capture the view.  Pat had a temporary kitchen cupboards with a 
small freezer, refrigerator, microwave, and toaster oven. On the balcony he has 
a gas grill from which he served us a marinated roast with baked potatoes, 
cooked frozen vegetables, garlic bread, and a tossed salad.  We had the bever-
age of our choice and he topped it off with an ice-cream sandwich.  This was 
pretty fancy dining in a home which is roughed in.  He had it roofed and he 
plans to have the siding done also but every thing else has involved his hand 
labor.  Eventually a dumb waiter is in construction for household deliveries.   
 
After dinner he took us to his favorite Irish Pub where we found that he has 
made friends with lots of the natives.  A tired crew went back to the boat for 
our only night sleeping at a dock.   
 
The next morning we started our long trip across the waters of Lake Michigan 
through the Manitou Islands with views of lots of sand dunes.  During that 
night watch I had to look out for more barges, freighters and ferries.  I only 
had to deviate course once for safety.  The long 28 hours across brought us to 
Port Washington, Wisconsin.  While waiting for 2 large yachts to leave the gas 
dock we found a great restaurant featuring Mexican and Greek food in large 
portions.  The weather forecast for northern Wisconsin that night was in the 
30's.  My night watch garb consisted of double fleece top and bottom, foul 
weather gear, stocking cap, and short boots.  The guys had to make one more 
short stop before Chicago to the South Shore Yacht Club at Milwaukee to 
watch the All Star Batting Game.  They were serving 7 styles of chicken wings 
for 25 cents each.  We continued that night towards Chicago making it in by 
late afternoon.  I walked around Chicago for 4 days until I had blisters on my 
feet.  I enjoyed riding the huge Ferris Wheel on the Navy Pier followed by 
fireworks and an 11 piece soul band.  I left Chicago as our boats left the dock 
at the start of the "Chicago Mac" and continued home by car.          
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Well. It seems summer is here better late than never. 
I hope everyone has had a great and safe boating sea-
son so far.  
 
The Public boating classes have been going well with even a couple new 
members out of the classes. Paul and the VE team have done a great job 
this season and our Public Relations Team has promoted the squadron well 
at our VE  sites.  
 
I had a chance to see the Ice Breaker Mackinaw Museum this past week-
end I recommend if you have the time take the ride you will not be disap-
pointed. Everyone take care and we will see you in September! 
 
A lot of squadron members  may not know that I am also an ordained min-
ister.  Today (8/15/09) I had the privilege of marrying two squadron mem-
bers in their boat,  Steve and now Mary Weir .  The ceremony took place 
at Bay Harbor Marina.  CONGRATULATIONS to Steve and Mary from 
the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron! 
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The Weir’s Wedding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The happy couple with Reverend Bartlett. 



New Members: Linda Brezezinski, Cole Davis, Steven Weir & 
Bobbie Jo Simon  

Cooperative Charting Program Honor Roll—Rudy & Ginny Jarvi 



 

The Half Ast Award to P/C Tom Czerniak, P  

The Robert Rush Award to Lt/C Cindie Bartlett 
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The Sharon Miller Award to Jack & Janie Tacey 

Outstanding Vessel Examiner of the Year—Paul Trombley, P 



 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

 

�������  

 
We often think of the first meeting in September 
as summer coming to an end. However, with the 
weather we have had this year we may want to 
think of it as the beginning of summer. Today, 
August 16, as I write this column has been one 
of the few good boating weekends we have had. As you know the Au 
Gres rendezvous was cancelled due to few squadron members able to 
join in. Let’s get back on track for the remainder of 2009 and plan to 
participate in the upcoming events. 
 
The dinner meeting will be Tuesday September 8, due to Labor Day 
coming so late. Plan to attend and please contact Rudy and Ginny 
Jarvis at (989) 792-7943 or e-mail at rudolph173@aol.com for reser-
vations. 
 
The hayride is being planned for October with a confirmed date to be 
announced.  The District 9~2009 Fall Conference will be Friday, 23 
October 2009~Sunday, 25 October 2009 at The Best Western Ster-
ling Inn Banquet & Conference Center 34911 Van Dyke Avenue 
@15 Mile Road Sterling Heights, Mi 48312. It will be hosted by the 
Mount Clements Power Squadron. Call and make your reservations 
now. To get more information go to USPS.org then go to D9 Website 
and you will find the information. 
 
We are at a turning point in our squadron in which new members 
need to fill in seats of responsibility. This year if a nominating com-
mittee member calls you please say yes to the squadron and share the 
responsibility and the enjoyment of serving the squadron. 
 
Again make your reservation for the September meeting I hope to see 
you there.  

From the Administrative Officer   
Kathy Spiller, S 
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Ken Anderson  24 

Jim Bartlett  24 

Howard Deal   1 

Leon Dykhouse  21 

Richard Friegang  11 

Craig Murchison  13 

Chris P-Noble  2 

John Randall  32 

Rich Spitzer  21 

Greg Stanley   9 

Janie Tacey   1 

Cheryl C-Timm  10 

Paul Trombley  41 
 

Barry Yano   5 

TOTAL  215 

   

Vessels Safety Check Inspections 2009 
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September  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, Sept.  8, 2009 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hours 

 

Program 
Summer Travels 

Our September 8th membership meeting will be more of a so-
cial event. I would like everyone to tell about their travels this 
summer.  I know that it was always a school assignment to 
write "What I did on summer vacation".  We won't make you 
write an essay!  Just say a few words about what you found 
most interesting and enjoyable. Thanks, Marie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RSVP:  Rudy Jarvi  989-792-7943 

    rudolph173@aol.com 

   
 



��������  

Listing of 2009 SBSP Awards 
 
Robert Rush Award—Lt/C Cindie B. Bartlett, S 
 
Sharon Miller Helping Hand Award –P/C Mary Jane, P and Jack Tacey, P 
 
The Half Ast Award—P/C Tom Czerniak, P  
 
SBSP—Education Award to P/C Rudy Jarvi, SN for his many years of 
service in the education of others. 
 
Promoting SBPS Award to Craig B. Murchison, AP 
 
Novice of the Year Award  to Maury Davis, S 
 
Squadron Appreciation Award  - Howard Deal, AP, P/C 
 
Outstanding Vessel Examiner Award  -  Paul Trombley, P 
 
Power of one awarded to P/C Del Miller, SN for bringing a new member 
into our organization. 
 
D-9 Awards 
 
National Publications Committee Awards  for Bay Views newsletter  - 
Craig B. Murchison, AP 
 
Highest percent of Elective Courses in the Educational Year  to SBPS. 
 
Certificate of Educational Proficiency  - Robert Eggers, JN—In recogni-
tion of successful completion of the grade AP or higher and three elective 
courses. 
 
Cooperative Charting Program  - P/C Rudy and Ginny Jarvi for perform-
ance in providing information to the chart maintenance program of the 
Office of Coast Survey 2008. 
 
District 9 Vessel Safety Check  - Paul Trombley, P 2nd place producer. 
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The Accident that Didn’t Happen 
 

As a member of the SBPS and a boating safely course instructor I am somewhat embar-
rassed to tell this story but the mistakes made here are common in pleasure boating.  
This past spring my wife and I along with another experience boating couple (Steve & 
Diane) rented a 35’ power catamaran in the BVI for a week.   On the day we got the 
boat our “Captain’s Meeting” leader gave the week’s weather report of 6-9’ waves and 
15-20 kt winds.  I thought , Oh Great!   But I did remember that 6-9 footers on the 
ocean are not nearly as bad as that on the lakes due to the longer wave length.  Never-
theless when were got out of the harbor on that first day the wind was blowing and the 
water rough!  The boat was equipped with the standard type II orange PFDs but condi-
tions did not seem that bad as to motivate us to put on those awkward devices  (first 
mistake).   
The helm station on this boat was on the upper deck which covered the entire length of 
the boat like that of the Mainship trawlers you might have seen in our area.  The din-
ghy, with motor, was carried on a typical horizontal davit lift system.  With this system 
the dinghy will swing freely unless it is further tied down.  When in port we had tied it 
down before starting.   
When we got out in the Sir Francis Drake Channel, for those of you who have been 
there, things were quite rough.  Waves were all at least 4’ and above.  I found the boat 
somewhat difficult to control but didn’t feel comfortable enough under these conditions 
to experiment with the auto pilot (probably mistake 2).  Soon we heard a banging from 
the back of the boat.  The dinghy wasn’t as well tied down as one would hope and was 
swinging about.  At that point with me at the helm, Steve rushed down to deal with re-
tying the dinghy without putting on a PFD (mistake 3).  None of us could see Steve 
from the upper deck of the boat.  Almost immediately it became apparent that Steve 
was in a dangerous position and we became very worried.  If he had fallen off the back 
of the boat we would have no way of knowing and might not hear his calls over the 
wind and engine roar.  Unfortunately the waves were such that I didn’t dare leave the 
helm and the boat was moving around so much it would have been dangerous for either 
of our wives to try to negotiate the stairs to the lower deck to bring a PFD to Steve.  It 
was a very worrisome time. 
We were all relieved when Steve made it back to the top deck safely.  By this time we 
all had religion and agreed not to repeat this episode without wearing the PFDs.   We 
finally made it to our protected anchorage, had a great night and a great week with nary 
a high wind or rough sea. 
In contrast to the above episode, my wife and I cruised of six weeks this summer on 
lakes Erie and Ontario.  For three of those weeks we had guests aboard.   Each day I 
had the requisite number of inflatable  type V PFD  available to put on before starting 
out.  I found out that everyone was happy to put them on and felt quite comfortable 
wearing them.   I demonstrated their use one day while having a swim at anchor.   
What these two stories say to me is that inflatable’s are essential for every boat because 
they are what people will wear consistently with little hesitation. Furthermore, I feel 
very comfortable asking them to wear them when underway.  Accidents happen fast, 
safety devices like PFDs need to be deployed  before the fact.                                                                                  
                                                                                                   Craig B. Murchison, AP 



 

 

 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    



BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 

 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

 
To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 
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