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           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 

 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    



�������  

��������	��������	��������	��������	�

���
���������
�������������

	�����������������	��������
���������� �!�

�
���!�"#��$�!�%���������������&�����"##'�

 
Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbm606@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Marie A. Mitchell, JN           799-6324 
Executive Officer Lt/C  Jim Bartlett, P                     892-1150 
SEO                        
Admin. Officer Lt/C  Kathy Spiller, S                   793-6239                        
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                  892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirier, S                 686-2199 
 
 
Assistant SEO       Lt  Jack Duso, P                           839-9301 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gary Poirier, S                        686-2199 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian             Lt Richard Simon, P                     777-0326 
 



I've been looking for sure signs of Spring.  I've 
noticed the goldfinches at the birdfeeder are 
changing from dingy brown feathers to their 
yellow-gold brilliance.  I'm not just counting on 
those glimpses of warm teasing weather that we have been get-
ting periodically and spottily.  We have had a lot of rain this win-
ter, besides all of the snow; and I've seen many boats fishing on 
the Saginaw River.  I've been shopping at the boat supply stores, 
and it doesn't feel weird or ridiculous like when there is 8 inches 
of snow on the ground and it is cold and snowing.  By the time 
you read this all of you will have your own signs of Spring.  You 
also know the drills: the thinking about your boat, the planning, 
the maintenance procedures, the cleaning, the waxing and polish-
ing.  Best of all the dreaming is even more colorful as Spring ap-
proaches.    Paul Trombley and his committee have expanded 
their Vessel Safety Check Program to welcome and educate boat-
ers and their families and the marinas they have scheduled to 
visit.  They will have tables with brochures manned by our smil-
ing, helpful, encouraging squadron volunteers.  We look forward 
to this new outreach program.  Thanks to all those in-
volved.  Call or email Paul if you would like to become in-
volved.  The schedule will be posted.  This will come as short 
notice: The Tip of the Mitt Power and Sail Squadron is hosting a 
program on Saturday March 28th from 1:30 to 3:30 providing 
Rules for Canadian/Us border crossings whether by boat or 
land.  The U.S. Customs and Border Protection Office will be 
holding it in the Charlevoix Public Library.  I know that some of 
you have had questions in this area.  
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What A Deal!! 

 
We got together a public relations team to help 
promote the squadron along with public  
boating safety and membership.  Steve Weir and Chuck Desonia 
are taking the helm for this  effort. 
 
I was notified by Bay Harbor today that Steve's determination has 
paid off for squadron members.  In cooperation with Bay Harbor 
Marina they would like to announce a special "Public Servant" 
Discount Program that includes The United States Power 
Squadron members.  
 
You will receive a 15% discount on storage, dockage and rack 
service at Bay Harbor Marina. You will also get an additional 
5% discount on these services if paid in full by the established 
deadline dates. 
 
Also new for this year Bay Harbor is rolling out its "Fuel Bonus 
Program" which entitles anyone buying fuel at Bay Harbor Ma-
rina to receive 15% credit based on the dollar amount purchased 
to be used towards storage, dockage or service work done at 
Bay Harbor Marina. 
 
Well, done guys this is a great deal for squadron members to take 
advantage of. I'm sure that Steve and Chuck will have more com-
ing for us so if you see Steve and Chuck let them know what a 
great job they are doing. 
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SPRING IS IN THE AIR.  That must be 
where it is because it sure is cold in Michi-
gan. Thanks to everyone who participated in 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and for those 
faithful squadron members who attended the 
D-9 Spring Conference in South Bend, Indiana.  Mark your cal-
endars now for the Fall Conference Friday, October 23 thru 
Sunday October 25, 2009. It will be hosted by Mount Clements 
and held at the Sterling Inn Banquet & Conference Center in 
Sterling Heights. We are all concerned about the economy and 
how we will survive but I find we still manage to do what we 
want to do. Being a member of your squadron is important and 
we need to still participate in the activities not only for the edu-
cation but in these difficult times for the socializing. Get out and 
meet other squadrons and find out how they are surviving. 
 
Please reserve April 7 for the dinner meeting at the Saginaw 
Bay Yacht Club. Please RSVP to Rudy Jarvi at (989) 792-7943 
or rudolph173@aol.com. 
 
The last meeting of the spring session will be May 5. Make 
plans now to attend for this is our annual Awards Night. You 
could be the recipient of one of these many awards. Remember 
to mark your calendars for the fun events planned for the sum-
mer. 
 
The boating classes are underway. Come to the classes and mo-
tivate those taking the classes to become new members.  
 
 

From the Administrative Officer   
Kathy Spiller, S 
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April  Meeting  

 
Tuesday, April 7, 2009 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hours 

 

Program 
Breaking Ice 

The Mackinaw: Changing of The Watch 
 

This will be a CD Video presentation  in which you will be experi-
encing the WWII Veteran’s (The Mackinaw) last mission breaking 
ice in the St. Mary’s River and Whitefish Bay after 60 years service 
on the Great lakes.  The Mackinaw’s decommission ceremony with 
the new Mackinaw is included. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RSVP    Rudy Jarvi  989-792-7943 
rudolph173@aol.com 



�������  

Purchasing Power 
 
Dear United States Power Squadrons members, 
       The Ship’s Store in conjunction with Headquarters Marketing has devel-
oped a program for squadrons and districts that allows members to purchase 
squadron emblem merchandise from a company that will provide a 10% re-
bate on each item purchased. The rebate will be issued to each squadron on a 
monthly basis. 
       The company is yourboatsname.com, a division of UMSCO Corp. in 
Dallas.  They have been in business for 17 years and have developed a repu-
tation for quality work with personal service and extremely quick turn-
around. They are a current supplier to the Ship’s Store. 
       This is a purely voluntary program. While some squadrons will want to 
keep their own programs, many will opt for this one. Here are some of the 
advantages of the program: 
· Your squadron receives a 10% rebate on all purchases on a monthly ba-
sis 
· No need for squadrons to stock squadron emblem merchandise that 
could go unsold or out of date 
· No minimum orders 
· A one-step, easy-to-use store that offers hundreds of quality products 
and quick order fulfillment 
· A secure encrypted checkout site to protect your credit card details 
· Products that allow for personalization of multiple logos (for example, 
USPS logo, squadron burgee, the name of your boat, and other logos) 
· All squadron burgees are on file 
· Special order merchandise. If you can’t find it, they will 
The principal of the company is a life-long boater and knows what you want. 
        
To participate in the program, you can go to the USPS welcome page at 
www.yourboatsname.com/35.html and sign up for membership, identify-
ing yourself as a member of YOUR USPS Squadron. Once you’ve regis-
tered, you’re done with the details. Just shop and your squadron will receive 
a 10% rebate check at the end of each month. 
        
Again, this is a strictly voluntary program. If you have any questions, you 
may contact the owner, Robert Fielder, at 214-221-0532 or HQ Marketing at 
888-367-8777 x 228. 
 
 
 



��������  

�PLANNED GIFTS BENEFIT USPS 
Stf/C  Theodore C.. Kontos,  SNStf/C  Theodore C.. Kontos,  SNStf/C  Theodore C.. Kontos,  SNStf/C  Theodore C.. Kontos,  SN    

 
Planned Giving is a program of various financial instruments that can be adapted to 
the needs of each donor.  When the “Gift” is properly and correctly set up, it will 
provide future income for the nonprofit (USPS).  This “Gift” is also known as 
“deferred giving”.  “Gifts” can be made by using many types of assets.  Most asset 
contributions are made with cash or appreciated marketable securities.  Depending 
on the donor’s particular circumstances, “Gifts” can also be made using qualified 
retirement account assets, real estate, insurance policies and even artwork or busi-
ness interests. 
A donor using planned giving techniques has a variety of benefits such as increas-
ing current income for the donor or others.  You can also reduce income and/or 
estate taxes, reduce or avoid capital gains taxes, pass assets on to family members 
at reduced tax costs and make an important gift to USPS.  Think of "Planned Gifts" 
as leaving a legacy that benefits not only the donor and the donor's family, but also 
nonprofits (USPS). 
“Gifts” designated to the USPS Endowment Fund are invested in an account sepa-
rate from other assets/investments of USPS.  R/C Michael Horowitz, JN explains 
how these funds are managed by the Finance Committee. “The investment philoso-
phy is very conservative and preservation of the principal is paramount. Currently 
the investment mix is 75% money market instruments, such as certificates of de-
posit and money market funds, and 25% in mutual funds with reinvestment of divi-
dends and capital gains. Income from the “Gifts” will be used to fund initiatives 
that support strategic issues facing our organization.”  
 You may be wondering how and why you fit into this program; read one mem-
ber’s prospective. ”Now that I (P/C/C Les Johnson, SN) am not on the National 
Bridge, it has been a source of great satisfaction to be able to talk with more mem-
bers and be re-involved with my Squadron and District. There is one subject that 
frequently comes up in conversation when visiting Districts and Squadrons.  Mem-
bers have thought about making “Gifts” to USPS, but they are not sure how the 
money would be used.  Some examples of past  “Gifts” include $40,000 plus to 
cover mentoring costs to start new squadrons, $400,000 plus to upgrade and 
enlarge the headquarters building, $3,000 plus for a defibrillator for headquarters 
and national meetings, and lastly a $500,000 “Gift” was made to the Century 
Fund.” 
All of the above are a few examples of how “Planned Gifts” have helped provide 
the resources that are needed to best promote boating education.  Did you notice 
that the amount of the “Gifts” vary from small to large?  There are additional future 
projects that are needed.  It is easy to ask the Planned Giving Committee for some 
direction for making a “Gift” you might have in mind.  Remember, it is the accu-
mulation of all “Gifts” to the USPS (big and small) that get things  accomplished. 
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Roster Corrections 
   
Marilyn Trombley e-mail is meener461@aol.com 
 
John Randall moors Orcadian III  at Bay Harbor, Bay City. 
 
Lt. Maury Davis listing should read Davis, Maury, S  
Maury is also on the Executive Board. 
 
If you have additional Roster corrections or additions, please 
send to Lt. C.B. Murchison at cbm606@yahoo.com.  Thanks 
 

 
 

 Join the Modern World and Save the Squadron Money! 
 

Each month the Bay Views is published first on our terrific web-
site.  At that time webmasters,  Jack & Vicki Duso send out to the 
e-mail list, a link to the Bay Views.  Just click and read (print if 
you wish).  No large file to download.   
 
If you are receiving a paper copy of the Bay Views by snail mail 
and would be willing to go with electronic only, send a note to 
Bay Views editor, Lt. Craig Murchison at cbm606@yahoo.com.  

 
 

Great Lakes Water Levels 03/13/09 

Lake Dif. Chart Dat. Dif. Last Mo. Dif. Last Year 

Mi-Huron +3 +3 +13 

Superior -3 +2 +7 

St. Clair +26 0 +11 

Erie +28 +4 -2 

Ontario +30 +3 +2 
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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2009 
 

February 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
February 9 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta. 3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
February 13/15 Boat Show  Ryder Center 
 
March 3  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
March 9  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag Twp. Fire Dept. 
March 13/15 Spring Conference South Bend 
March 22 St. Patrick’s Parade Bay City 
 
April 7  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
April 13  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
May 5  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
May 11  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
May 16/22 Safe Boating Week 
 
June TBD VSC  Weekend    Bay City 
June TBD Rendezvous  Liberty Harbor 
 
August TBD Rendezvous     
August 1 Coast Guard Parade Grand Haven 
 
September 1 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
September 7 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
October 6 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
October 12 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
October TBD Hay Ride  Billville in Hale 
October 23/25 Fall Conference  Mount Clemens 
 
November 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
November 9 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
December 4 Change of Watch  SBYC   
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BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 
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SAGINAW BAY POWER SQUADRON 

 
606 West Meadowbrook Drive 

Midland, MI 48640 


