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           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 

 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

Put  a SMILE on your taste buds!  

 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    



�������  

��������	��������	��������	��������	�

���
���������
�������������

	�����������������	��������
���������� �!�

�
���!�"#��$�!�%��������������&���������"##'�

 
Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Marie A. Mitchell, JN           799-6324 
Executive Officer Lt/C  Jim Bartlett, P                     892-1150 
SEO                       Lt/C Rich Spitzer, JN                   399-2400 
Admin. Officer Lt/C  Kathy Spiller, S                   793-6239                        
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                  892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirer, S                  686-2199 
 
 
Assistant SEO       Lt  Jack Duso, P                           839-9301 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gerald Johnston, P       (810) 659-4664 
Asst. Secretary      Open 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian             Lt Richard Simon, P                     777-0326 



It is a new Year!  It's a time for new beginnings.  In 
the dead of winter we have the time to mull over our 
ideas and make plans for the future - especially in-
volving our boats and water.  We're waiting for the 
day when the water is not cold and hard and just good 
for ice fishing.  Winter is a time for ruminating and planning for future boat 
improvements, maintenance, and cruises.  We have lots of time for hot cocoa 
in front of the fireplace.  I hope that everyone is keeping warm and toasty no 
matter what it does outside.   
 
This has been a winter for the record books.  But as we turned the corner with 
the equinox daylight is getting longer in the evening and we are seeing more 
sunlight each day.  This begins to make us feel good even though we still have 
lots of winter left.  We start to get a feeling, not quite Spring Fever 
but good.  We can start to entertain fantasies about our boats.  Keep thinking 
about your lovely boats.  They are waiting for you.  Boaters are a different 
breed.  Not always expecting instant gratification when distant shores can't 
even be seen.  They trust in what can't always be seen. They have other ways 
of knowing: charts, compasses, GPS, radar.  So even if it’s not on the horizon 
now, they know it will be.  Of course they plan well and have their backups, 
too.  Boaters can take the weather and are prepared for the unexpected and 
unplanned for.  After all they have learned to "play" in the elements.  A little 
wind and water doesn't bother them.  It's expected.  When things get nasty they 
take measures to ensure their safety and comfort.     
 
We, your Bridge, have been busy working on our local squadron's Bylaws for 
a couple of years.  Completing them has been one of P/C Tom Czerniak's 
goals.  Now they are almost complete.  They will be copied 
and finalized.  When this is done we will bring them to our Membership Meet-
ing for your vote.  I especially want to thank Tom Howe and Guy 
Greve for their work on this project.   
 
Our program for Feb. 3rd. will be  Tugboat Captain Greg Busch speaking 
about marine safety: relating the differences between commercial vessels and 
recreational vessels navigating the same waters.  He has over 30 years experi-
ence in the marine transport business.  In 1974 he successfully salvaged the 
Civil War era Steamer "Pewabic" which sank in Thunder Bay.  He recovered 
its remaining cargo of copper ore, and wrote in his book about this exhausting 
enterprise and the history of the "Pewabic .  It should be very interesting .  
Hope to see you at the meeting.                                                           
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Well, the winter is just starting to set in and it's 
time to start thinking about the up coming sea-
son. We are going to get a committee going for 
up coming public classes and public awareness 
of the squadron.   I have already contacted a few members that 
are excited about this new attempt on getting the public on the 
same course of the squadron. What we want to do is get the river 
restaurants and marine business involved with the promotion of 
the squadron and it's benefits. If you have any ideas please for-
ward them to me so I can get these ideas to the members that are 
going to be involved in this. Also if you are interested in helping 
please email me at jobjr57@aol.com. 
Stay warm and see you all soon  
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Jim Bartlett, P 

 
Current Lake Levels   01-16-2009 

 
Through June, Lakes Superior and Michigan-Huron are predicted to 
remain above their levels of a year ago.  Lakes St. Clair, Erie, and On-
tario, however are projected to fall below their year ago levels in Janu-
ary or February. 

Lake Dif. Chart Dat. Dif. Last Mo. Dif. Last Year 

Mi-Huron 0 +1 +11 

Superior -3 -2 +3 

St. Clair +18 +5 +9 

Erie +22 +3 +2 

Ontario +24 +9 +7 
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Welcome to 2009. Thank you for allowing me to 
serve as your Administrative Officer for this year. It 
may be mind boggling to think about spring as the 
temperature dips into the sub-zeros but it will come. 
As we wait patiently, the squadron has many activities for us to participate 
so mark your calendars now. 
 
 In February, the Boat Show will be held on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
13-15. Make plans to attend and to work the SBPS exhibit. March brings 
the Spring Conference in South Bend, Indiana, and on Sunday, March 22, 
2009 our very own St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Bay City. 
 
May 5, 2009 will be our Annual Awards Presentation. At this time I ask 
you to be thinking about nominees for these awards. At the February 3 
meeting I will be passing out ballots with the awards listed. Perhaps you, 
as squadron members know someone who is deserving of these awards. 
This is your squadron and we are elected to carry out these duties, so put 
your thinking caps on and let’s enjoy 2009. 
 
Many of the educational classes are underway and new ones will be start-
ing. If you have not registered please contact the SEO, Rich Spitzer, JN so 
you can get started. 
 
See you February 3, 2009 for the dinner meeting at the SBYC. 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Administrative Officer   
Kathy Spiller, S 
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February  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, February 3, 2009 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 

Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hours 

 

Program 
Marine Safety 

By Captain Greg Busch 
Tugboat Captain Greg Busch will speak about marine safety: relating 
the differences between commercial vessels and recreational vessels 
navigating the same waters.  He has over 30 years experience in the 
marine transport business.  In 1974 he successfully salvaged the Civil 
War era Steamer "Pewabic" which sank in Thunder Bay.  He recovered 
its remaining cargo of copper ore, and wrote in his book about this 
exhausting enterprise and the history of the "Pewabic".  Capt. Busch is 
the author of the book “Lake Huron Death Ship” 

   
RSVP: Rudy Jarvi 989-792-7943 

rudolph173@aol.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

December Change of Watch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lt. Duane Essenmacher, JN and Cdr. Marie Mitchell, JN 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Head Table 
Secretary Cindie Bartlett, S;  Exec. Officer James Bartlett, P 

D/Lt/C Mary Ann Jensen, AP, Lansing PS 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P/C Tom Czerniak, P and Lt/C Kathy Spiller, S  Admin. Officer 
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Greetings once again!  Not much to report this time: 
Both the Seamanship and Advanced Piloting classes 
were successfully concluded before the holidays. 
By popular request, the Engine Maintenance class was 
resurrected and classes started on December 10th. 
 
The Piloting class is scheduled to begin February 12th. 
No official word has yet been provided as to when the new version of the 
Navigation course will be available. 
Under Greg Stanley’s able leadership, public boating classes will once again 
be offered on a continuous schedule beginning in early February. 
 
Look for the latest details on these schedules on the SBPS website.  
 
 
 

Stepped Up Enforcement of PWCs 
((BoatU.S. Magazine November 2008) 

 
Boat operators often complain that those riding personal watercraft 
make waterways unsafe because they don’t follow the rules.  This past 
summer state police in Atlantic City, New Jersey did something about 
it.   
 
They launched a special enforcement effort of PWC rental businesses 
at the shore and issued citations to nine watercraft rental companies for 
not giving riders the required instructions and safety briefing.  Three 
other rental businesses were also investigated but passed the inspection. 
According to news reports; however one business lost its license to op-
erate a rental business. 
 
The crackdown was part of a sting operation in which the police went 
into the PWC business undercover and rented personal watercraft.  
New Jersey law not only requires safety instructions but also supervi-
sion of riders, which most of the businesses also did not conduct.  
Some 64 violations were found during the sting.   
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Flare  Test Enlightening 
(BoatU.S. Magazine November 2008) 

 
Signaling device are grouped by class for testing—aerials, handheld devices, non-
pyrotechnic and smoke.  SOLAS grade flares dramatically outperform flares built to 
U.S. Coast standard (such as Orion) in virtually every respect, particularly handheld 
flares. 
 
Handheld flares are by far the most widely purchased pyrotechnic signaling device.  
Their straightforward design and relatively low price make them the top choice for 
meeting the legal carriage requirements.    But performance of most handhelds dur-
ing the day is lacking.  One typical daytime observation was that, for Coast Guard 
standard flares in particular, the flares looked as if they were navigation lights—not 
a signaling device.  The other prime concern about handhelds was the intense heat 
of the molten “slag” that drips as they burn.  This hot liquid metal easily burned 
holes in our test inflatable life jacket and nearly burned through the tester’s thick 
welding gloves.  The risk of burn can not be overstated.    
 
Compared to handheld devices, aerial flares afford much more variety.  Launchers 
range from 12-gauge handguns to compact pen size rockets as well as numerous self 
launched parachute flares and meteors .  Here again, though they did attract the at-
tention of a few nearby boats, performance for most of these devices during the day 
was not great, leaving testers and observers wondering what was best for daytime 
use.  They quickly found the answer in smoke flares.  Smoke was by far the best for 
use during daylight hours—burn time is much longer than that for flares and the 
sheer volume of smoke makes it difficult to miss.   
 
The tables turn, however once the sun goes down, as flares are the name of the game 
at night.  Height, burn time and brightness are the three things to consider when 
purchasing flares for night use.  Also consider the ease of deployment when visibil-
ity is diminished and reading instructions may be impossible.  Standard protocol 
states that aerial flares should be used for getting attention initially and handheld 
flares for guiding rescuers in.   
 
What happens to expired flares?  The most common practice for boaters is to keep 
recently expired flares as backups.  After several years boaters will often find them-
selves with a large collection of expired flares, which simply can’t be pitched in the 
trash because they are considered hazardous materials.  For this test we compared 
expired flares with that of current flares.  From diminished output to misfires and 
complete failure, older flares don’t perform as reliably as current flares.  The one 
exception was the SOLAS smoke canisters that performed as new even if 20 years 
old.   
For a full rundown of each product tested, along with video clips and comments 
from our testers and observers , visit the Foundation Findings web pages at 
www.BoatUS.com/Foundation/Findings. 
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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2009 
 

February 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
February 9 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta. 3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
February 13/15 Boat Show  Ryder Center 
 
March 3  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
March 9  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag Twp. Fire Dept. 
March 13/15 Spring Conference South Bend 
March 22 St. Patrick’s Parade Bay City 
 
April 7  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
April 13  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
May 5  Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
May 11  Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
May 16/22 Safe Boating Week 
 
June TBD VSC  Weekend    Bay City 
June TBD Rendezvous  Liberty Harbor 
 
August TBD Rendezvous     
August 1 Coast Guard Parade Grand Haven 
 
September 1 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
September 7 Executive Bd.  Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
October 6 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
October 12 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
October TBD Hay Ride  Billville in Hale 
October 23/25 Fall Conference  Mount Clemens 
 
November 3 Dinner Meeting  SBYC 
November 9 Executive Bd. Meeting Sta3 Sag. Twp. Fire Dept. 
 
December 4 Change of Watch  SBYC   
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BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 
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