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 District 9 

Unit of United States Power Squadron® 

www.saginawbaypowersquadron.org 





Pangborn Marine Inc. 
 

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIES 
USED BOATS SALES - CANOES—HOISTS 

INCLUDING EVINRUDE - MERCURY—COBRA STERNDRIVE 
 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9 AM—6 PM 
SATURDAY 9 AM—3 PM 

(989) 832– 8641 
4204 ISABELLA ST. - MIDLAND 

 

Andersons Service Centers, Inc. 
Automotive Division       Marine Division 
1206 E. Patrick Street                                   2363 Weadock Highway 
Midland, MI 48640                                       Essexville, MI 48732 
(989) 832-8895                                              (989) 894-0552 

Complete Automotive and Marine Service 
Land and Sea All Service Guaranteed 

Keith Anderson, Pres.                     e-mail: AndersonSvcinc@aol.com 



 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 

 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

Put  a SMILE on your taste buds!  

 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Tom Czerniak, P                 793-6239 
Executive Officer Lt/C Marie A. Mitchell, JN           799-6324 
SEO                       Lt/C Rich Spitzer, JN                   399-2400 
Admin. Officer Lt/C Jim Bartlett, P                      892-1150 
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                  892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirer, S                  686-2199 
 
 
Assistant SEO       Lt  Jack Duso, P                           839-9301 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gerald Johnston, P       (810) 659-4664 
Asst. Secretary      Open 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian             Lt Richard Simon, P                     777-0326 



As the change of watch approaches December 5, 2008, 
I would like to reflect on my year as your Commander. 
First I want to thank every one who put attending the 
dinner meetings and functions of the SBPS as a priority. 
Because of your attendance, our meetings have been a 
success. Thank you to the Jarvi’s and Deckhouses for your calls and emails to 
get everyone informed. My last time to say e-mail the Jarvi’s at ru-
dolph173@aol.com or call (989) 792-7943 for reservations. 
 
 For those who attended the Spring Conference in Troy and Fall Conference in 
Battle Creek I thank you. Thank you Kate for your many hours of untiring 
attention given to the Hospitality night. As always the participation in the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade was phenomenal. To all of the Bridge members, without 
you we would not have accomplished the things we did this year. Two of our 
goals for the year were to update the computers for the squadron and we were 
fortunate to be able to purchase two new computers. The second goal was the 
updating of the by-laws. This goal was not a total success, but the by-law com-
mittee worked diligently and with the continued quality of the 2009 bridge I 
know this will be completed. 
 
To all of the committee chairs I say “Thank You” for a job well done. The 
year started out a little slow as the attendance at the Ryder Center Boat Show 
was down from the previous year but that did not stop Jack Tacey from work-
ing hard to make sure the SBPS was well represented. We thank you. Come 
March enthusiasm was on a rise with the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Thank you 
Jim for your organization and to Jack for securing the boat. Come June spirits 
lifted as we had our Rendezvous at Liberty Harbor under the direction of Cyn-
thia Marcoux. More warm weather and Paul Trombley and his team of Vessel 
Inspectors kicked off Safe Boating Week and continued each weekend with 
many vessel checks 
 
As fall approached, the weather did not want to cooperate for the Rendezvous 
in Au Gres but many of us weathered the storms and enjoyed the fellowship 
with those who did attend. There was the annual Billville Hay Ride in October 
with 14 attending and finally the Fall Conference in Battle Creek. 
 
Now it is time to pass the gavel and move on as other qualified members lead 
this great group of SBPS members. Continue to support your organization and 
represent the safety and education of BOATING. Don’t forget your reserva-
tions and to give generously to the TOY’S FOR TOT’S.  I THANK 
YOU. �������  
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Tom Czerniak, P  



The Kalamazoo SPS Fall Conference in Battle Creek 
started with a trip southwest enjoying warm tempera-
tures and extravagant fall colors.  Friday's Hospitality 
Night with a vintage theme brought out many interest-
ing costumes: mostly 50's poodle skirt styles to 70's hippies.  Food and re-
freshment was abundant from the squadrons and D/9 in two open rooms this 
time.  Everyone ate more than their fill, of course!  Saginaw Bay's table had 
the best food!  (I'm not just biased, we did!  We received tons of compliments 
for our huge gourmet shrimp and luscious chocolate sauce with whole straw-
berries for dipping.)  A big Thank You goes to Kathy Spiller for the great food 
and presentation!  Our spot was also where the action was by the end of the 
evening.  We played our own 50's theme music with Howard Deal and Cindy 
Marcoux dancing up a storm and encouraging others to join in!   
 
Saturday morning there were varied seminars to select.  Our own How-
ard Deal Was chosen to teach one on Seamanship.  Duane and I attended an 
extensive "Town Hall Meeting and ask the National Rep" which dealt with 
many aspects of USPS including Membership and USPS Class offer-
ings.  Duane and I also attended a talk by John Otterbacher PhD, author of 
"Sailing Grace".  He was engaging and inspirational as he spoke of going 
through critical medical life traumas while sustaining a dream and support 
from a loving wife and children.  Thus sustained he dealt with the battles of 
sailing oceans: great winds, stormy weather, huge waves, mechanical break-
downs, and loss of all electronics.  Through his dire struggles he faced life and 
death head-on, relating them with a self-deprecating manner and sense of hu-
mor.  I recommend this life-altering book.   
 
Also of note at the conference: next season vessel examiners will be handing 
out plastic safety whistles free with each exam; and Canada is requiring 
a Watercraft Operators License by September 2009 (non-residents have up to 
45 days grace).     
 
The Change of Watch will be lively this year! We are having a Live 
Band!  The "Reivers" of Bay City will be playing.  Recently they have played 
at the Double Tree and the Atrium.  I have also booked Bagpiper Garrett 
DeWyse to play the processional for our ceremony! Please come and enjoy the 
night of December 5th.  RSVP by November 28th.    
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Marie A. Mitchell, JN 



 
 
 
 

“A lot of people ask me if I were shipwrecked and could 
only have one book, what would it be?  I have always  said:  
How to Build a Boat.” 
 That’s one of Steven Wright’s funnier quotes.  Me?  
I would probably choose Chapman’s Small Boat Handling 
and Navigation.  Why?  Because no matter how long you’ve been at it there’s 
always a bunch of stuff you’ve forgotten!   
Speaking of which, The United States Coast Guard (USCG) has asked con-
gress to authorize the Transportation Secretary to establish requirements for 
standards of proficiency for recreational boaters.  USPS has been working on a 
Boat Operator's Certification program that will certify USPS members at vari-
ous levels of recreational boating proficiency.  These certifications are ex-
pected to be recognized across the boating community, both domestically and 
internationally, as proof of proficiency, and accepted as the national certificate 
for the USA.  
 USPS currently plans four levels of Boat Operator Certification: 
Inland Navigator, Coastal Navigator, Advanced Coastal Navigator, and Off-
shore Navigator.  The Boat Operators Certificate for Inland Navigator is now 
available. The requirements are: 

Courses: 
NASBLA approved safe boating course 
Seamanship (or S 101 and S102) 
Engine Maintenance (EM) 
Marine Electronics or Marine Electrical Systems or ME 101 

Seminars: 
How to Use a Chart (CHT) (Piloting, or Chart Smart or boating) 
On Board Weather Forecasting (WF) or Weather course of 

Weather Modules 
Using GPS (GPS) or the new P or AP course 
VHF Radio and VHF/DSC Marine Radio (or ME 102 or Marine 

Communications Systems) 
Two additional seminars or one additional course 

Skills: 
BPH – Basic Powerboat Handling skill demonstration or US 

Sailing Safe Powerboat Handling on-the-water program. 
FE – Use of Fire Extinguishers 

Optional Endorsements: 
IW – Inland Waterways (Navigating Rivers, Dams and 
Locks seminar) 
PAD – Paddle Craft (canoes and kayaks) – Paddle Smart 
seminar 
SA – Sail boating (or Sail or Sail Modules) 
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Note: The optional SA endorsement is required to be IN certi-
fied to operate a sailboat.  The optional PAD endorsement is 
required to be IN certified to operate a paddleboat. 

A national “boater’s license” looms on the horizon.  All the more 
reason to check you have all the credits needed to get your BOC!  If 
you are missing some, or need to brush up on the current state of the 
art, check out the Educational Dept. page of the SBPS webpage for 
the upcoming course schedule.  If you are ready for your certificate, 
be sure to contact me and we’ll get the process started.  
Or, you can stick with Steven Wright’s philosophy: “I have an exis-
tential map; it has 'you are here' written all over it” 
 
 
 

 
Our change of watch is fast approaching. As you all 
know it will be December 5th 2008 . 
Also the toys for tot’s collection will be the same 
evening. So with that said I hope everyone had a 
great safe and healthy summer and will continue to do so throughout 
the upcoming holiday season. I hope to see as many as possible of 
you at the change of watch. I am also looking for some members to 
help out and take on a Public Relations Committee to promote the 
squadron. If you are interested please contact me for the details 
 
 

From the Administrative Officer   
Jim Bartlett, P 



EM FORD  

 
The 110 year old EM Ford was towed out of Carrollton today for 
its final voyage. 
It has been used for storage by LaFarge Cement plant for the past 
12 years. It was hoped to be turned into a floating museum, but 
has been sold for scrap after the funds could not be raised to com-
plete the project. 
It was originally put into service in 1898 from a Cleveland ship-
yard. It was christened the Presque Isle, and put in service as an 
iron ore carrier. 
From its luxurious interior of hand craved woodwork to its en-
gine that was similar to those on the Titanic.  The EM Ford was 
not only the last of its kind on the great lakes but more probably 
the last in the world. 
She was renamed the EM Ford in 1956 where she became a ce-
ment carrier on the great lakes. She had actually sunk once in her 
long life after a hole was put into her side after a storm in Mil-
waukee. Lucky she rested in shallow water where she was 
quickly repaired and put back into service. Even though the EM 
Ford was sold for scrap there was an attempt by the Saginaw 
River Marine Historical Society to purchase the vessel but they 
were too late. The historical society does however hope the scrap 
yard will give them some of the equipment aboard the vessel. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Lt/C Jim Bartlett Jr., P Admin. Officer 
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Requests the Honor of Your Presence  

at our 
Annual Change of Watch Christmas Party 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 5, 2008 
The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 

Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Ceremony 1900 Hours 

Dinner and Live Band to Follow 
 

Dinner Featuring 
White Fish or Choice Prime Rib of Beef 

Green Beans Almandine, Baked Potato, Salad 
Peppermint Ice Cream  

$40/Person 
 

Attire:  Class A Uniform with bow tie or appropriate d ress 
 
 

RSVP by November 28, 2008: 
Rudy Jarvi  989-792-7943 

rudolph173@aol.com 
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 First Time On The North Channel  
by Joel Darby 

 
During the years we had boats at 
SBYC we always talked about 
going to the North Channel but 
somehow we never did.  When 
we sold our last boat we pretty 
much assumed the opportunity 
had passed us by.  The Murchi-
sons, however, suggested that 
we rent a trawler in Canada and 
that if we were to do so they 
would gladly be our guides.   
Bonnie and I and Bruce and 
Kathy Tucker proceeded to do 
that, renting a 39 foot Mainship 
trawler from Canadian Yacht 
Charters for 10 days.  Meanwhile Craig and Pam plotted out our itinerary.  At 6:00 
p.m. on the July 25th we boarded the Captain Hook and stowed our gear.  Squared 
away, we headed to The Shot Rock  for a universal boating tradition, THE COCKTAIL 
HOUR!.  That night we drove to the Northernaire Lodge, a resort known to many past 
SBYC’ers and where the Murchison family had vacationed many times over the years, 
for a delicious dinner. 
 
On Saturday, Bruce and I attended the skippers’ meeting, signed all the necessary 
documents, went over the check-in list, and then went over the boat operation with 
Ken, the owner of CYC.  During that time, Craig and Pam checked the weather and 
decided that given the lateness of the day and the strength and direction of the wind 
that it would be best to scratch our first anchorage, Bear Drop Bay, and stay in Gore 

Bay for another night.  The Dick-
ens in the Marie Nichole motored 
over from Blind River to join us.  
Dinner was a great Gore Bay Ro-
tary Club all-you-can-eat fish fry 
in the park adjacent to the marina. 
 
 
  CYC’s Captain Hook with 
Skippers Joel    Darby and 
Bruce Tucker. 



 

At 9:00 a.m. Sunday, we all set sail for South Benjamin Island, about a 2 hour trip at 
trawler speed.  The Marie Nichole went on ahead to secure an anchorage and the 
Shot Rock gamely guided us at 8 knots to our destination.  Once securely anchored 
and rafted together, lunch was served.  That afternoon we all dinghied around the 
island to the Bay of the Benjamins, stopping along the way to do one of the main 
activities of the North Channel, picking blue berries.  It was a very good year.  
The only real crisis of our entire trip occurred on the dinghy ride back.  The winds 
had picked up significantly by the time we were returning to our bay.  The Captain 
Hook dinghy with Kathy, Bruce, and Bonnie aboard was unable to navigate the turn 
into our bay with its 2.5 hp motor.  The dinghy was tossed up on the rocky shore 
and ultimately had to be left high up on “Tucker Rock” for the night.  Bonnie, 
Kathy, and Bruce suffered a very difficult, rocky hike until they were finally able to 
reach a spot where The Shot Rock dinghy could safely land to pick them up.  The 
day ended well, however, when Pam served “gourmet on boat” in the form of a 
wonderful chicken dinner aboard The Shot Rock. 
 
The Murchisons wanted us and the Tuckers to see what our after first anchorage at 
Bear Drop was like so they took us on a day trip aboard The Shot Rock through the 
McBean Channel, the Little Detroit Channel, and the Whale’s Back Channel to Bear 
Drop Bay.  This was a delightful excursion.  We came across the Enchant  (Dale & 
Julie Humbert) anchored in Bear Drop.  Dale was very excited about the salmon he 
had caught earlier.  (I didn’t know sailors could fish!)  That night we enjoyed one of 
many cocktail hours and dinners on the large top deck of the Mainship trawler,  
which is made for entertaining. 
Tuesday we headed for Little Current, another trip of about two hours at trawler 
speed.  We docked at the new finger docks for two nights with the Marie Nichole 
leaving after one, starting her trek homeward.  Our time there was spent exploring 
Little Current, buying some mementos of our trip, and getting more provisions.  
Dinner the first night was at one of the few fine dinning spots on the Channel, the 
Shaftesbury Inn.  The second night was typical power boater behavior grilling steaks 
at the dock!  Thursday was a trip through the famous Baie Fine, one of the few 
fiords in North America, to  anchorage at “The Pool” where the Shot Rock and the 
Captain Hook again rafted together.  The Pool and the hike to Topaz Lake provided 
breathtakingly beautiful scenic views and more excellent blueberry picking which 
naturally led again to  blueberry pie and  blueberry pancakes.  Topaz Lake, a cool, 
deep blue mountain lake called Craig for a swim.  We were happy he kept some of 
his clothes on.  Friday we retraced our path through Baie Fine and headed for Killar-
ney where we docked at the Killarney Mountain Lodge.  The Killarney Mountain 
Lodge not only has a marina but also a full service restaurant, cocktail lounge with 
entertainment, and even a swimming pool.  The town is home to “the Red Bus” and 
the freshest whitefish on the Great Lakes.   
 
Saturday was our longest journey- about 4 hours from Killarney back through Little 
Current to Clapperton Island for our last anchorage out.  This was another peaceful, 
idyllic spot- and what a beautiful loon concert we heard here.  Sunday was just a 
short jaunt back to Gore Bay where we docked for the day and night since our char-
ter was not up until Monday afternoon.  Having our car at our disposal, we took the 
opportunity to spend the afternoon exploring Manitoulin Island.   
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This was a wonderful trip.  While we regretted that we had passed up opportunities 
to make the journey in the past,  we were happy we finally were able to experience 
the beauty and peace of the North Channel.  For those with boats who have, like we 
did, hesitated to make the trip I suggest you put it off no longer.  For those without a 
boat, I highly recommend CYC- what a way to go- walk off the boat and leave the 
cleanup to them. 

Pier safety project doing its job -- saving lives 

(From the  Muskegon Chronicle) 

Safer recreation, not improved navigation, was the overall focus of Muskegon's re-
cently completed $80,000 pier safety project. And for its organizers, saving lives 
was the primary goal.  Yet the addition of boating safety lights along the harbor's 
south and north breakwaters has had an unintended benefit: According to reports 
trickling in from commercial shippers, it has made life easier for them as well. 

Sgt. Gary Berdinski, who is credited with spearheading the pier safety project more 
than two years ago, says he likes to stay in contact with shippers who use Muske-
gon's harbor, hoping to get feedback about the changes that have taken place there. 

Last Thursday night, he said he got on the radio with a ship that had approached 
Muskegon from the northwest and was bound for the Verplank dock at the east end 
of Muskegon Lake.  I asked him his opinion, and he said he thought the lights were 
very cool," Berdinski said. "He said it was like two rows of white fence posts lead-
ing to the red and green navigation lights, so he had a target to aim at way sooner 
then before. He said he wished more harbors would go to that system because the 
pier head lights are blinking and harder to make out." 

The solar-powered lights are readily visible to skippers from three to five miles out, 
and from all angles of approach, he said.  Operators of much smaller craft were the 
people the pier lighting effort originally was meant for, and they, too, are giving 
Berdinski and others anecdotal evidence that the lights are doing exactly what they 
were intended to do.  "They're saying, 'Oh yeah, those are the lights I've gotta go 
around before I can get out of here,'" Berdinski said. 

The record since the south set of lights was installed last year and north set earlier 
this summer is perfect so far -- zero accidents. Over at least the past three decades, 
nighttime boaters have crashed into the breakwaters on 25 occasions -- 18 times on 
the south side, seven on the north. 

For gathering community support to make the pier safer, Berdinski was awarded the 
National Water Safety Congress' "Award of Merit" this summer. 
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Lake Huron & Saginaw Bay  
Wind & Weather Web Sites 

 
Lake Huron Surface Wind Forecast 
http://co-ops.nos.noaa.gov/ofs/lhofs/fore_wind.shtml 
  
 
Lake Huron Weather 
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/greatlakes/?c=haz&l=lh&p=a 
  
 
Lake Huron Open Lake Forecast & MAYFOR 
http://weather.noaa.gov/pub/data/raw/fz/fzus63.kdtx.glf.lh.txt 
  
 
Near Shore Inner Saginaw Bay forecast & MAYFOR 
 http://weather.noaa.gov/pub/data/raw/fz/fzus53.kdtx.nsh.dtx.txt 
 
Real time wind direction and speed can now be obtained from Buoy 
1 at the beginning of the shipping channel on Saginaw Bay.   Go to 
www.ndbc.noaa.gov, click on the eastern Great Lakes part of the 
map and then click on SBLM4, which is buoy 1. 

 
 
 
 

Roster Additions  
 

Steven Bartlett : e-mail change:  icebart64@gmail.com                       
 
Steven Markley, First Mate:  Lili Steven Weir 
5265 Curve Road   3214 N. VanBuren St. 
Freeland, MI 48623   Bay City, MI 48708 
(H) 989-695-5291   Cell: 386-848-7095 
Email: sfmmodog@msn.com Email: luvour69couger@yahoo.com 
17’ Power Boat    30’ Power 
     Spirit of The Bay 
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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2008 
 

January 7 Executive Board Meeting           Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
February 5 Dinner Meeting             SBYC 
February 11 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
February 15/17 Boat Show             Ryder Center SVSU 
 
March 4  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
March 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
March 16 St. Patrick’s Day Parade             Bay City 
 
April 1  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
April 4-6 Spring Conference             Troy 
April 7  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
May 6  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
May 12  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
May 17-23 Safe Boating Week 
 
June  Vessel Safety Check Weekend      Bay City 
June 6-8  Rendezvous                                   Liberty  Harbor 
 
August  Rendezvous              TBA 
August 2  Coast Guard Parade             Grand Haven, MI 
 
September 2 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
September 8 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
October 7 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
October 13 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
October ? Hay Ride              Billville in Hale MI 
October 31 Fall Conference              Battle Creek MI 
 
November 1 Fall Conference cont.             Battle Creek MI 
November 4 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
November 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
December 5 Change of Watch              SBYC 
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BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 
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