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Pangborn Marine Inc. 
 

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIES 
USED BOATS SALES - CANOES—HOISTS 

INCLUDING EVINRUDE - MERCURY—COBRA STERNDRIVE 
 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9 AM—6 PM 
SATURDAY 9 AM—3 PM 

(989) 832– 8641 
4204 ISABELLA ST. - MIDLAND 

 

Andersons Service Centers, Inc. 
Automotive Division       Marine Division 
1206 E. Patrick Street                                   2363 Weadock Highway 
Midland, MI 48640                                       Essexville, MI 48732 
(989) 832-8895                                              (989) 894-0552 

Complete Automotive and Marine Service 
Land and Sea All Service Guaranteed 

Keith Anderson, Pres.                     e-mail: AndersonSvcinc@aol.com 



 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 

 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

Put  a SMILE on your taste buds!  

 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Tom Czerniak, P                 793-6239 
Executive Officer Lt/C Marie A. Mitchell, JN           799-6324 
SEO                       Lt/C Rich Spitzer, JN                   399-2400 
Admin. Officer Lt/C Jim Bartlett, P                      892-1150 
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                  892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirer, S                  686-2199 
 
 
Assistant SEO       Lt  Jack Duso, P                           839-9301 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gerald Johnston, P       (810) 659-4664 
Asst. Secretary      Open 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian             Lt Richard Simon, P                     777-0326 



There sometimes comes a time when we forget why we 
became a member of the power squadron, so as we re-
fresh our memory of this we have one more meeting 
with the current bridge before a new one is installed and 
I want to remind everyone of the mission of the 
Saginaw Bay Power Squadron. The main emphasis is to promote safe boating 
through education, however, what a unique opportunity to be with others who 
enjoy boating and to participate in whatever boating activities you enjoy. 
Other opportunities include the dinner meetings September through May with 
guest speakers and dinners at the Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, rendezvous during 
the boating season and proudly the reinstating of co-operative charting in co-
operation with NOAA, and last but not least are the D-9 Conferences held in 
the Spring and Fall. Please take a moment to reflect on these things and sup-
port your new bridge as they are installed at the Change of Watch on Friday, 
December 5, 2008. Start making plans now to attend this special event. 
 
Reflecting back to October, thirteen people attended the Billville Hayride, and 
as usual a fun time was had by all who could attend. The weather cooperated 
and the food and fellowship was great. 
 
As you read this article, D-9 Fall Conference held in Battle Creek and hosted 
by KSPS will have passed and few people from SBPS attended. This is your 
organization, please reinstate yourself and begin to participate again. 
 
The November meeting will be held Tuesday, November 4, 2008 at the 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club, Cocktails at 1800 hours and Dinner at 1900 
hours. Please RSVP to The Jarvi’s at rudolph173@aol.com or call 989-
792-7943. See you at the meeting. 
 
This is the last request for your merit marks for the 2008 year. Please re-
spond immediately to chieftom1@aol.com. 
 
 
Q. “How does a Scotsman prevent seasickness? 
 
A. He leans over the side with a $50 bill between his teeth!  
     Angus Mackenzie 
     Lake Ontario, New York 
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Tom Czerniak, P  



We had a great Silent Auction at our October Meet-
ing.  Thanks to everyone who brought items to auc-
tion off and those who bid on them.  The items were 
varied and interesting.  The auction was a great suc-
cess for our Education Fund.  The money will go towards purchasing an up-
dated computer and solve our problems keeping up with changes from head-
quarters when teaching our classes.    Those of us who were able to attend the 
'Billville' Hayride were served a great treat.  The weather was the warmest I 
can remember.  The trees were adorned with brilliant reds, oranges, and yel-
lows contrasted with a background of remaining green leaves and conifers.  It 
was truly spectacular!  There were still so many leaves I couldn't see the ea-
gle's nest for the first time.  Bill entertained us so much that the hayride lasted 
two hours and culminated in a good natured straw fight.  Everyone ended up 
looking like scarecrows with stuffing sticking out of their clothes.  I think that 
there still must be straw in my hair.  The pulled pork complimented by appe-
tizers, salads, and desserts that everyone brought were delicious.  It was so 
good on that warm lazy afternoon that most of us had to relax afterwards and 
there may have been some snoring going on.  Thanks to Bill and Diane for 
their hospitality at uniquely Billville and to Cindy Marcoux for organizing and 
cooking the event!  It was not to be missed!    I know that November 4th will 
be a very busy day for all of us.  Please vote and attend our monthly meeting 
that night.  Mike Slasinski will speak about the Great Lakes Indians and how 
they were influenced by our local waterways.  Mr. Slasinski is the owner of 
one of the largest Indian artifact museums in northeastern United States.  He 
will be bringing many exhibits, so come early to have a good look.  He also 
asks that if anyone has Indian artifacts that they would like to have identified 
as to tribe, age, or what it's use was he would be happy to do so for your own 
collections.  This will be a very interesting program.    I'm thinking of the fu-
ture and looking forward to the Change of Watch in December and becoming 
Commander for 2009.  I would love to see everyone at this event.  Please at-
tend and share the moment with me!  It will be a very special night.  There is 
still a lot of work to be done before then.  We have many people leaving open-
ings on the Bridge and as committee chairpersons.  We need more people to 
volunteer for these positions.  If you are asked; please consider it.  Even better, 
volunteer to help where needed.  The squadron doesn't run by itself but de-
pends on you and I.  We need the support of our squadron members to keep 
things running smoothly.  We may even have to ask for help from those of you 
who have given so unselfishly so much in the past.  Thank you now.  And 
thank you for later.  Please consider   these positions.      
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Marie A. Mitchell, AP 



“Luuuuucy! You got sum ‘splainin’ to dew!”  Wow, did 
Ricky Ricardo ever get that one right!  Many people have 
asked why our fall class schedule has been so late in getting 
started and why some of our proposed courses have had to 
be cancelled.  Fair questions both, deserving an answer. 
 Basically, the answer to both is “lack of response.”  Starting in early 
August, an effort was made to contact every SBPS member that was eligible 
for the advance grade and elective courses on our planned schedule.  Although 
emails were sent and phone call messages were left, only a third or so got back 
to us by mid-September.  The S, AP, WX, N courses were of interest to fewer 
than 5 people, EM to 12.  In keeping with the spirit of Squadron guidelines on 
minimum class size (6 or more participants), instructors were given the choice 
of whether to proceed with the class.  It is only based on their commitment to 
boating education that the S, AP and N courses were given the go-ahead to 
proceed.  Timeline became an issue for the WX course – the late course start 
conflicted with commitments the instructor had already made. 
 Next step?  Getting the required materials for each student.  USPS 
HQ takes about four weeks to process and deliver manuals, and, to keep costs 
low, materials are ordered only when we have received payment from every 
student in the class.  With a timely response from S, AP, and N students, those 
courses are underway or about to get underway as you read this.  On the other 
hand, despite repeated emails, only 4 of the 12 members interested in the EM 
course had replied by early October.  That was the latest an order for materials 
could be placed and still be able to complete the course prior to the instructor 
no longer being available.  So, regrettably, the decision was made to cancel the 
class. 
 As published in the SBPS roster, and posted on the SBPS website, we 
plan to offer Piloting, Marine Electronics, and Instructor Development next 
spring if there is sufficient interest – read 6 or more members.  If we are to get 
those courses started (and finished!) on time, we need to hear from you early 
and often!  Let’s not get into a situation again like the one that happened to 
Lucy: 
Employment Agent: What did you have in mind?  
Lucy Ricardo: What kind of jobs do you have open?  
Employment Agent: Well what do you do?  
Lucy Ricardo: What kind of jobs do you have open?  
Employment Agent: Well what do you do?  
Lucy Ricardo: What kind of jobs do you have open?  
Employment Agent: You go first this time.  
Lucy Ricardo: Alright, what do you do?  
Employment Agent: What kind of jobs do you have... Oh. Cut it out. 
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Rich Spitzer, JN 
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Billville 2008 



 

Is anyone under the hay with Bill? 

     This is a much more comfortable than the hay wagon! 



These guys look like they are right out of Deliverance! 

This is a more civilized group. 
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November  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, November 4, 2008 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hours 

 

Program 
Great Lakes Indians 

And How They Were Influenced by Our Waterways 
 

By Mike Slasinski 
 
Mike  will show us interesting and colorful Indian Artifacts 
from his museum; which is the largest Indian Artifact Mu-
seum in northeastern United States.  Come early to view 
these unusual and varied specimens.  After the meeting he 
will also identify the age, tribe, and use of artifacts you 
bring to the meeting. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Please RSVP: Rudy Jarvi 

989-792-7943/ rudolph173@aol.com  
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From the Administrative Officer   
 

Jim Bartlett, P 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WOW! What great weather we had over the past few 
days, it's hard to tell that the season is coming to an 
end. We had a great auction at this past meeting thanks 
to all who participated. And welcome to the new mem-
bers that were present. 
I  would again like to remind every one of our change of watch coming up 
and the Toys For Tots. With the economy this year things are going to be 
tight for a lot of families with children. It was brought up by Marilyn 
Trombley about coats for kids also. If anyone does want to donate any 
coats I will make sure they get to where they need to go by Christmas. 
Thank you Marilyn for the extra thought.  
 
Let's all be safe for these last few weeks of boating as we prepare to hall 
out. Docks are slippery this time of year in the mornings and evenings. See 
you at the next meeting. 

Chances of Lighting Hitting Your Boat   
(Seaworthy October 2008) 

 
Type Chances/1000 Severity  

Multihull Sail 9.1 10 

Aux Sail 4.5 8 

Cruisers 0.86 7 

Sail Only 0.73 5 

Trawler 0.18 6 

Bass Boat 0.18 2 

Runabout 0.12 3 

Houseboat 0.11 4 

Pontoon 0.03 9 

PWC 0.003 1 
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Jack Stands and Falling Boats 
Seaworthy October 2008 

 
The marina that stored these boats for the winter did a lot of things right: 
The sails were stripped off to reduce windage and the jack stands that 
were used to support the boats had been chained together, some resting 
on plywood. The key word here is some; many of the stands were miss-
ing plywood supports altogether or had small pieces under only part of 
the base. The marina operator probably thought the gravel lot was suffi-
ciently hard to prevent the stands from "sinking." That was a mistake. 
The stands gradually worked their way into the ground until one blustery 
winter night when they were toppled over. 
 
If you're planning to store your boat ashore this winter, pay attention to 
how the boat is blocked. Jack stands should be placed as far out from the 
boat as practical to support the boat in high winds, with at least three per 
side for boats over 26 feet and additional supports at long overhangs. Ply-
wood should be placed under each base to prevent it from sinking into 
mud, sand or even asphalt. 
 
Keels must be supported by wide, thick timbers-the wider the better to 
distribute the load. Cinder blocks are prone to breaking and should not be 
used. On powerboats, additional support is usually recommended for in-
board engines, fuel tanks and heavy machinery. With outboard and out-
drive boats, weight should be taken off the transom by lowering the drive 
units onto a block. After the boat is blocked, sight along the hull and keel 
to make sure the jack stands aren't depressing the hull. Finally, never se-
cure the boat's winter cover to the jack stands or support blocks. 
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Roster Additions  
 

Steven Bartlett                       First Mate:   Dawn 
405 Blend St.                         Crew:           Nick, Brandon, Summer 
Bay City, MI  48706              Craft:           “SeaGrim”  27’ Power 
Home: 989-684-4712 
email: icebart64@charter.net 
 
WELCOME ABOARD TO THE BARTLETTS! 
 
Please send any additional corrections to C. Murchison at cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 
 

Comprehending Smoke Signals 
Seaworthy, October 2008 

   
BLACK  smoke means unburned excess fuel and is usually the result 
of engine overload, a restricted air supply or malfunctioning fuel in-
jector.  Overpropping can cause an overload– if the engine cannot 
reach its rated wide open throttle (WOT), the problem can be the 
prop. 
 
BLUE smoke forms when the engine burns its lubricating oil, often 
the result of worn piston rings, valve guides or oil seals. 
 
WHITE  smoke usually indicates either water vapor from dirty fuel, 
a water leak into the cylinders or atomized but unburned fuel 
 
BoatU.S. Consumer protection Bureau, says when the economy turns 
south, boats—many with serious problems—are often dumped on the 
market, and the internet allows boats to be sold in non-traditional 
ways such as eBay and Craigslist.  The best way to avoid trouble is 
to hire a marine surveyor, to inspect the boat. 



��������  

 

      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2008 
 

January 7 Executive Board Meeting           Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
February 5 Dinner Meeting             SBYC 
February 11 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
February 15/17 Boat Show             Ryder Center SVSU 
 
March 4  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
March 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
March 16 St. Patrick’s Day Parade             Bay City 
 
April 1  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
April 4-6 Spring Conference             Troy 
April 7  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
May 6  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
May 12  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
May 17-23 Safe Boating Week 
 
June  Vessel Safety Check Weekend      Bay City 
June 6-8  Rendezvous                                   Liberty  Harbor 
 
August  Rendezvous              TBA 
August 2  Coast Guard Parade             Grand Haven, MI 
 
September 2 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
September 8 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
October 7 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
October 13 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
October ? Hay Ride              Billville in Hale MI 
October 31 Fall Conference              Battle Creek MI 
 
November 1 Fall Conference cont.             Battle Creek MI 
November 4 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
November 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
December 5 Change of Watch              SBYC 
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BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 
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