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 District 9 

Unit of United States Power Squadron® 

www.saginawbaypowersquadron.org 





Pangborn Marine Inc. 
 

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIES 
USED BOATS SALES - CANOES—HOISTS 

INCLUDING EVINRUDE - MERCURY—COBRA STERNDRIVE 
 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9 AM—6 PM 
SATURDAY 9 AM—3 PM 

(989) 832– 8641 
4204 ISABELLA ST. - MIDLAND 

 

Andersons Service Centers, Inc. 
Automotive Division       Marine Division 
1206 E. Patrick Street                                   2363 Weadock Highway 
Midland, MI 48640                                       Essexville, MI 48732 
(989) 832-8895                                              (989) 894-0552 

Complete Automotive and Marine Service 
Land and Sea All Service Guaranteed 

Keith Anderson, Pres.                     e-mail: AndersonSvcinc@aol.com 



 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 

 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

 

 
Please Support Our Advertisers! 

 
The Saginaw Bay Powers Squadron appreciates 
the businesses that faithfully support the “Bay 
Views” year after year.   
 
It is very important for members of the Squadron 
to in turn support these businesses when you have 
need of their products.  When doing so please 
make the effort to thank them for their continued 
support of the Squadron.    
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Tom Czerniak, P                 793-6239 
Executive Officer Lt/C Marie A. Mitchell, JN           799-6324 
SEO                       Lt/C Rich Spitzer, JN                   399-2400 
Admin. Officer Lt/C Jim Bartlett, P                      892-1150 
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                  892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirer, S                  686-2199 
 
 
Assistant SEO       Lt  Jack Duso, P                           839-9301 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gerald Johnston, P       (810) 659-4664 
Asst. Secretary      Open 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian             Lt Richard Simon, P                     777-0326 



It was wonderful to see such a good turn out for the first 
meeting after summer. The food was good and the sto-
ries of the membership were fascinating and humorous. 
We can never have too many members so don’t wait 
until a membership drive to tell someone about the 
benefits of belonging to the Power Squadron. 
 
The October meeting will be Tuesday, October 6, 2008 at the Saginaw Bay 
Yacht Club with cocktails at 1800 hours and dinner at 1900 hours. Please 
RSVP to the Jarvi’s at (989) 792-7943 or rudolph@aol.com.  We have many 
upcoming events so get out the pen and mark your calendars now. The Bill-
ville Hayride will be Saturday, October 11, 2008. Plan to start arriving at 
10:00 a.m. for the shuttle to Billville. Bring your own beverages and a dessert 
to pass. Call Cindy Marcoux at (989) 793-1584 for reservations as she will be 
in charge of food. 
 
The next event will be the 2008 D/9  Fall Conference hosted by Kalamazoo 
Sail & Power Squadron at the McCamly Plaza, 50 Capital Avenue, SW, Battle 
Creek, Mi. 49017. Book your reservations before October 10, 2008 and men-
tion  D/9 conference to get the special rate of $99 per double occupancy per 
night. The number for reservations is (269) 963-7050 or (888) 622-2659. You 
can log onto Kalamazoo Sail and Power Squadron website and download the 
reservation form for the conference. Friday night will be the Hospitality night 
with all Squadrons gathered in the Conference room. Saginaw Bay will be a 
part of the hospitality night; however, we will also have a room for our Squad-
ron to gather for happy hour and during the day on Saturday. Saturday will be 
for classes and Saturday night will be Vintage Costumes of the 40’s, 50’s, 
60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s, 00”s or Dressy Causal. KSPS will be celebrating their 
60th Diamond Jubilee. Make plans to attend and have fun.  The next event will 
be the change of watch on Friday, December 5, 2008. Mark your calendars 
now. 
 
Committee chairs and members please e-mail me at CHIEFTOM1 @aol.com 
your hours spent doing work for the Squadron, along with the events you have 
participated in and worked at for the last year. I need these as soon as possible 
for you to receive your merit mark for this year. I do not want to miss anyone 
so please talk to your committee chair to make sure they have your informa-
tion. This information is due to National by November 15th so please respond 
as quickly as possible. See you at the meeting. 
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Tom Czerniak, P  



I have been thinking about how we can improve 
the SBPS.  It's our squadron and we can shape it 
to our own needs.  I have talked to other squad-
rons to find out what kinds of things they do and 
what motivates their members.  Different squadrons emphasize differ-
ent things: education, membership recruitment and development, or lots 
of social activities.  I think we need to increase our social activities and 
person-to-person involvement within the squadron.  We may have lost 
some of our warmth and cohesiveness.  I would love more ideas and 
help from all of you in the squadron.  If we develop more in this area 
membership recruitment  and development will come easier.  At last 
month's meeting, it was brought up that historically the USPS was a 
well kept secret.  We don't want that to be the case.  We want "Safe 
Boating Through Education" and our "Vessel Inspections" to be well 
known as a visible way to say who we are.  Most of us have towed 
someone in somewhere over the years whether they were squadron 
members or not as "Good Samaritans".  For years the USPS flag on 
your boat meant that you had a friend out on the water within our com-
munity of members.  It has always been one of the perks of joining this 
special and talented group.  We will continue with our education pro-
gram in an appropriate form.  Yet I feel that our one-to-one contacts are 
still are best bets for new members.  What I would like to propose at 
this time would be more social outings beyond our meetings.  The Ren-
dezvous' are good examples.  Not everyone is able to make those in the 
busy summer season, so as we go into fall and get off the water and out 
of our boats I'd like to see more events.  We already some including our 
annual Hayride at "Billville".  We need more.  It could be a dinner 
somewhere else one night just for the fun of it!  I'm hoping we can 
come up with some creative ideas.  I'm asking all of you to think and 
give me your suggestions.    In this same vein the October 7th meeting 
will be a "Silent Auction" with the proceeds going to our Education 
Fund.  First of all we would like you to bring anything nautical (new or 
used).  You can also bring other items of value including concert tick-
ets.  The last time we did this there was a pair of "Brooks and Dunne" 
tickets!  West Marine is donating some items, also.  You can bring any-
thing of value (but no junk, please).  This will be a very fun night.  Bid 
high and bid often!  
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Marie A. Mitchell, AP 



“Holy haberdashery, Batman, the way we get into 
these scrapes and get out of them, it's almost as though 
someone was dreaming up these situations; guiding 
our destiny!” 
 
I am sure there’s been a dockside Robin uttering simi-
lar words after some hair raising experience on the 
water this past summer.  Go ahead, admit it, it might 
even have been you! 
 
As often happens, things can and do go wrong on the water.  At those times, 
most people default back to their experience, their intuition, their gut feeling to 
work their way out of the mess.  Call it what you will, I prefer to think that 
people react to crisis situations by reaching back to their highest level of train-
ing, scenarios you have been confronted with and repeatedly practiced. 
 
That’s where education comes in.  If you’ve been keeping tabs, virtually all 
the U.S. Power Squadron courses have been updated to challenge the student, 
to practice the learned skills in simulations closely reflecting the real world we 
encounter when we are out boating.  And our instructors… what can I say?  
You won’t easily find a group of individuals with that kind of wealth of 
knowledge and experience that are also unconditionally committed to sharing 
it for the benefit of all! 
 
So if education and training make all the difference, give some thought to tak-
ing one of our Squadron courses this winter and spring.  Check out the educa-
tion section of our website (www.saginawbaypowersquadron.org) for detailed 
course descriptions along with the timelines in which they will be offered.  
Seamanship, Advanced Piloting, Navigation and Engine Maintenance will be 
starting up soon, but there’s always room for more participants.  Regardless of 
whether it is a new subject to you or you have taken the course before, I guar-
antee you will take away some new skills, some fresh perspectives, and a 
heightened sense of confidence in your ability to handle whatever King Nep-
tune throws your way! 
 
After all, the Bat Cave can seem very far away when the winds and waves start 
building, the engine quits, nothing electrical works, and you have no clue as to 
where you are. 
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Rich Spitzer, JN 



Lake Dif. Chart Dat. Dif. Last  Mo. Dif. Last Year 

Mi.-Huron +6 -2 +8 

Superior +7 -2 +14 

St. Clair +21 -4 +5 

Erie +25 -6 0 

Ontario +27 -10 +11 

Current Lake Levels   09-12-2008 
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In 1000 years the Saginaw Bay will be gone but the Great Lakes 
will still be GREAT! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2008 D/9 FALL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
Friday 31 OCTOBER – Sunday 2 NOVEMBER 2008 

 
KSPS 60th Diamond Jubilee 

 
Registration requests received after 10 October will be accepted on a 
space available basis. 

 
Uniform of the Day: Friday evening hospitality rooms – Casual or Vintage 
Costumes 

Seminars & Business Lunch: Uniform F (or USPS Blazer or Appro-
priate Attire) 
Dinner: Vintage Costumes of the 1940’s, 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 90’s, 
00’s  or Dressy Casual 

 
"                                                                                                                              

Rank Last Name First Name Grade                
Certificate# Squadron 

 
Address                              City                      Zip code  

                                                               
Phone (H) Phone (W) Email  
                                                                                  
MEALS    Friday night hospitality rooms offer Hors d’oeuvres and 
other food (enough to satisfy). 
 Breakfast on your own - Starbuck’s (opens 7 am)  J.W. 
Barleycorn’s (opens 6:30 am).   
 
Lunch  Saturday 1 Nov  Soup De’jour, Turkey wrap with potato salad, 
beverage and dessert 

# attending social lunch* _______  # attending business lunch _______   # 
Vegetarian lunch  _____ 

* social lunch activity ~ create jewelry and keepsakes via The Bead Shop 

Dinner  Saturday 1 Nov  
Choice:   Roasted Ruby Trout #   or  Roasted Garlic Marinated Sirloin   # 
Special Dietary Requests # _____Vegetarian Dinner #_____   
 
****  Add a surcharge of $5.00 for any meal reservations made after 10 
October 2008. 
    Post marked by 10 Oct  after 
10 Oct 
Total # of lunches _______  @ $25.00 = $________ @ $30.00 = 
$________ 
Total # of dinners _______  @ $47.00 = $________ @ $52.00 = 
$________ 
 
Check # ________________  Total Amount Enclosed: $ ________  

 



McCamly Plaza Hotel, 50 Capital Ave SW, Battle Creek, MI  49017  
(269) 963-7050 (888) 622-2659 
 
Take I-94 exit #98B Downtown Battle Creek onto I-194 N (M-66)- go 
3.4 miles. 
LEFT at Light on E HAMBLIN Ave – 0.3 mi 
McCamly is at Hamblin & Capital Ave SW.   
 
Parking ramp on Hamblin $1/hr $4.50 max/day,  
more self parking behind hotel & southeast.  
Valet service $8 per day - pay valet at hotel desk. 
Indoor heated pool, two fitness rooms,  
In-room Internet Access-cable & wireless.  
More Details & Registration Form at 
http://www.ksps-usps.org/ 
http://www.mccamlyplazahotel.com/ 

 
Meals only – Mail check and this form to:   
 
KSPS or Kalamazoo Sail & Power Squadron  
Lyn Bleyer  
6553 N 37th St   

Hotel Reservations/Room Rates:  
Mention D/9 conference to get special rate of  
$99 per double occupancy per night. 

*** Must book room by 10 October. *** 
Call McCamly Plaza to reserve your room 
50 Capital Ave, SW  Battle Creek MI 49017 
(269) 963-7050      (888) 622-2659  
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October  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, October 7, 2008 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 

Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hour 

 

Program 
Silent Auction 

COME TO OUR SILENT AUCTION OCTOBER 7th!  IT 
WILL BE GREAT FUN!    Bring nautical items (new or 
used).   Something decorative: display ware, dishes, brassware, 
or something practical and useful.  You can also bring in any 
item of value (no junk please).  Concert tickets, sporting event 
tickets, and theater tickets acceptable and may be avail-
able.    West Marine is donating items.  Proceeds will go 
to SBPS Education Fund.    Come early so I (Marie 
Mitchell) can set up.    Bid High, Bid Often.  We are looking 
forward to seeing all of you and having great fun!    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please RSVP: Rudy Jarvi 
989-792-7943/ rudolph173@aol.com  
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From the Administrative Officer   
 

Jim Bartlett, P 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello all, it was great to see everyone again at the 
September meeting and hear some great stories 
from our members in the audience. Thank you to 
all who told a story of interest. 
 
Well, thanks to IKE we had a pretty wet weekend and hopefully 
things will smooth out for the beginning of fall. It seems like every 
year the summer gets shorter and shorter. With the beginning of this 
season coming to an end, it is time to start thinking of winterizing 
and to get the to do list together for the next season. 
 
I would like to remind everyone about safety with heaters on our 
boats as the nights get cooler. We need to be aware of carbon monox-
ide and fire dangers during the chilly nights. Check your batteries in 
your detectors and maybe even give your extinguishers a shake just 
to be safe. Great job to the VE team as we continue to exceed our 
previous years total. The last public boating class went off without a 
hitch and everyone pasted. Tom and myself had a lot of fun with this 
group since they were all from Bay Harbor. 
 
And as a reminder we also have our hay ride coming up next month 
and then into the change of watch in December. So please let Cindy 
Marcoux know if you plan to attend the Hay Ride.  
Everyone take care and be safe see you in October. 
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Horrific Collision Emphasizes Importance of  
Navigation Rules Taught in USPS Safe Boating Class.   
 
The October 2008 issue of Soundings magazine details a terrible boating 
accident whereby a 63-foot sport cruiser (Searay) collided with a 35-foot 
sailboat in the day time on Buzzards Bay, Mass., killing the skipper of the 
sailboat.  It appears that the 37 ton Searay with twin ~1000 HP diesels 
was travelling at cruise speed when the captain was punching in GPS 
waypoints seconds before the collision.  When he looked up it was to late 
to avoid  colliding  broadside with the sailboat, under sail, at the star-
board rail going through the cockpit.  On board the powerboat was the 
skipper’s wife, who at the time was laying on the stern sun pad and the 
couple’s 11-year-old grandson. 
 
The Coast Guard found the powerboat captain in violation of two federal 
regulations: negligent operation, which carries a $5000 fine, and gross 
negligent operation, a Class C misdemeanor.  He was also found in viola-
tion by the boarding officer of seven federal navigation rules, including 
failure to post a lookout; failure to operate at a safe speed; failure to take 
action to avoid the risk of collision; not following Rule 18, 
“Responsibilities Between Vessel ”which states that a power driven ves-
sel under way shall keep out of the way of a sailing vessel under sail”.  
These are all things emphasized in our boating safety course!  The cap-
tain is to be also charged with one count of homicide by vessel facing no 
less than 30 days but no more than 2 ½ years in prison, a fine up to 
$3000, and mandatory loss of his driver’s license for 10 years. 
 
This accident once again emphasizes the dangers in boating and the need 
for alertness. It also emphasizes the need for first mates to play an active 
role in navigation while underway.  I have observed over the years that 
frequently first mates underestimate their importance in safe boating by 
taking a passive role by sleeping, sun bathing, working in the galley, 
claiming ignorance, etc. while underway.  Captains need all the help they 
can get.  Boating is a partnership with all aboard. 
     
           Lt. C. Murchison, AP 
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Roster Additions and Corrections 
 

Bill Heiler has dropped his land line phone and asks to be con-
nected in the future by cell phone 989-798-4130 
 
 
 Ken & Colleen Anderson have returned to Florida.   
Winter address:  34811 Panfish Pl.,  Zephyrhills Fl 33541 
 
Please send any additional corrections to C. Murchison at cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Five Most Common Liability Claims Occurring 
Aboard Passenger Vessels  

provided by  Zurich Marine Insurance 
 

1. Passengers can suffer serious injury or death when they are al-
lowed to ride in the foredeck area while the vessel is operating 
at high speed or when subject to sudden changes in sea condi-
tions. 

2. Hatches are opened and no crew member is assigned to warn 
people away. 

3. Passengers are allowed to board or leave the vessel without 
crew assistance. 

4. Passengers use vessel ladder and/or stairs with out crew super-
vision. 

5. Passengers become intoxicated. 
 
 



��������  

 

      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2008 
 

January 7 Executive Board Meeting           Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
February 5 Dinner Meeting             SBYC 
February 11 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
February 15/17 Boat Show             Ryder Center SVSU 
 
March 4  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
March 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
March 16 St. Patrick’s Day Parade             Bay City 
 
April 1  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
April 4-6 Spring Conference             Troy 
April 7  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
May 6  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
May 12  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
May 17-23 Safe Boating Week 
 
June  Vessel Safety Check Weekend      Bay City 
June 6-8  Rendezvous                                   Liberty  Harbor 
 
August  Rendezvous              TBA 
August 2  Coast Guard Parade             Grand Haven, MI 
 
September 2 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
September 8 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
October 7 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
October 13 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
October ? Hay Ride              Billville in Hale MI 
October 31 Fall Conference              Battle Creek MI 
 
November 1 Fall Conference cont.             Battle Creek MI 
November 4 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
November 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
December 5 Change of Watch              SBYC 
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BOSTON WHALER   
MERCURY OUTBOARDS    MERCURY INFLATABLES 

 
HEATED STORAGE   INSIDE COLD   OUTSIDE STORAGE 

PARTS  ACCESSORIES  GAS  DIESEL 
MECHANICAL   WOOD   FIBERGLASS REPAIRS 

 
PIER 7 MARINA     CHUCK FRANTZ MARINE 

963 E.  MIDLAND STREET, BAY CITY,  MI.  48706 
BUS. (989) 894-9061             FAX (989) 894-0424 
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