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 District 9 

Unit of United States Power Squadron® 





Pangborn Marine Inc. 
 

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIES 
USED BOATS SALES - CANOES—HOISTS 

INCLUDING EVINRUDE - MERCURY—COBRA STERNDRIVE 
 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9 AM—6 PM 
SATURDAY 9 AM—3 PM 

(989) 832– 8641 
4204 ISABELLA ST. - MIDLAND 

 

Andersons Service Centers, Inc. 
Automotive Division       Marine Division 
1206 E. Patrick Street                                   2363 Weadock Highway 
Midland, MI 48640                                       Essexville, MI 48732 
(989) 832-8895                                              (989) 894-0552 

Complete Automotive and Marine Service 
Land and Sea All Service Guaranteed 

Keith Anderson, Pres.                     e-mail: AndersonSvcinc@aol.com 



 
 

 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 

 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

989-992-7449 

Put  a SMILE on your taste buds!  

      
    Put a SMILE on your taste buds!   
 
                       Tasting Parties 
       Fund raisers (earn 50% of sales) 

                                                      Personal and Corporate Gifts                                               
                         

                   Chris Pahssen-Noble, Gourmet Con sultant 
                   www.twosistersgourmet.com/web/ts gchris 
                         989-686-8565   cpahssen@ao l.com 
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due by 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published  
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Tom Czerniak, S                 793-6239 
Executive Officer Lt/C Marie A. Mitchell, AP           799-6324 
SEO                       Lt/C Rich Spitzer, JN                   399-2400 
Admin. Officer Lt/C Jim Bartlett, S                      892-1150 
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                  892-1150 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirer, S                  686-2199 
 
 
Assistant SEO       Lt  Jack Duso                               839-9301 
Asst. Treasurer     Lt Gerald Johnston, P       (810) 659-4664 
Asst. Secretary      Open 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian             Lt Richard Simon                         777-0326 



Winter still lingers but spring is just around 
the corner, only 33 days as I write this col-
umn. Thanks to everyone who attended the 
February meeting, and I hope our attendance 
grows each month. Also a thank you to Jack 
Tacey for again setting up the Boat Show at Saginaw Valley Ry-
der Center and to all who worked the booth promoting safe boat-
ing and all other educational classes. 
 
Mark your calendars for the dinner meeting, March 4, 2008. 
Please call The Jarvi’s at (989) 792-7943 or e-mail to ru-
dolph173@aol.com for your reservations. If you did not attend in 
February you missed a great dinner under the direction of the 
new Manager, Scott. 
 
District Conference will be hosted by the Grosse Pointe Power 
Squadron at the Troy Marriott 4-6 April 2008. Make your reser-
vations now. The Conference Registration Form is included in 
this Bay Views. Deadline for registration is March 22, 2008. The 
theme for the conference is Prohibition. Friday Night is the tradi-
tional hospitality night. In keeping with the theme of the week-
end, Grosse Pointe is asking each squadron to decorate their hos-
pitality room in the style of the 1920’s-1930’s speakeasy. Mob-
ster Attire is recommended but optional. For additional informa-
tion about the Conference Seminar Schedule log onto the D-9 
website and read the Spring 2008 Interlaker. 
 
See you at the dinner meeting. 
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Tom Czerniak, S  



 
The Farmer's Almanac said this wouldn't be one 
of the coldest winters overall but it would bring a 
lot of moisture.  That has certainly been 
true.  More so then we ever expected.  The past few snow shy winters 
have made us rather complacent.  Everyone is tired of shoveling.  Even 
without "Snow Slam 08" we had a record amount of snow.  It would 
have been a good year to be a snowbird to escape this weather.  Unfor-
tunately the Great Lakes didn't entirely freeze over so we still had 
evaporation from the lakes.  This Spring we will see what are new re-
sultant lake levels are.  The media said that they will be 6" above the 
lowest recent level.       The March 4th program will be last June's Ber-
muda 1-2 Sailboat Race.  It started with Pat Nugent solo racing his 35' 
boat  "Spanky" against 39 other sailboats from Newport, RI to Ber-
muda; then for the second race joined by our own squadron member 
James Watson for the double-handed back to Newport.  Both men are 
veteran crewmembers of Port Huron to Mackinaw, Chicago to Macki-
naw, and Double-handed races to Roger City.  Pat Nugent is a retired 
Safety Engineer from Dow Corning who has also solo raced 10 Port 
Huron to Mackinaws (265 miles) and a Port Huron to Chicago Race 
(596 miles).  James Watson is a technical advisor for West Systems 
who is a US Small Craft Instructor and recently received his US Coast 
Guard 100 Ton Captains License. He has also competed in Sarnia to 
Alpena and Palm Beach to Walker Cay Races.  He has crewed on the 
multi-hulls "Earth Voyager" and "Ollie".    These two Bermuda races 
took a lot of planning, upgrading of technical and electronic equipment, 
and provisioning.  Safety was especially important with stringent race 
requirements.  Everyone will enjoy their presentation and especially 
those of you who have taken or plan to take Power Squad-
ron classes like Cruise Planning, Weather, Marine Electronics, Piloting, 
Advanced Piloting, Junior Navigation, and Navigation; and need to get 
a real feel for what the challenges are on the open ocean. 
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Marie A. Mitchell, AP 
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Jim Bartlett, S 

 February is half over with and spring will be 
here before we know it.  I would first like to 
thank Rich Spitzer and Brian Nolley for their 
time  and help with the DNR class at Bay Har-
bor on the 9th of this month.  We had 9 students 
complete the class with the youngest being 17.  
It’s great to see the younger people get into taking these classes.  
We even had a parent sign up his teenagers for our next public 
class in March.  Believe it or not I even got in a vessel exam. 
 
I would again like to ask everyone that is interested in being with 
us for the  St. Patrick ’s Day Parade to email me so I can get a 
count for us to get together after  the parade. I will post further 
details for where and when we will meet for the parade as it gets 
nearer.  Hope we see you at the boat show! 
 
 

 
Dues 

 
It will soon be that time of year again when you will receive your 
2008 United States Power Squadron dues from National.  You 
are now able to make the payment online which will save you 
time and lost statements.  To pay online make sure you have your 
Certificate number (should be on your invoice), your invoice 
number, and valid charge card. Go to www.usps.org/
dues/ .    Forgot to send in your 2007 dues?  Your membership 
has lapsed?  No problem......we can complete an application for 
2007 reinstatement with a check for the lapsed dues, and you can 
take care of the 2008 dues online when your invoice arrives in 
April. 
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PILOTING  
SBPS has made tentative plans to offer the Piloting Course this spring, starting 
on 11 APR 2008 and ending on 20 JUN 2008 (skipping the Memorial Day 
week).   
The Piloting course is the first in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation, 
covering the basics of coastal and inland navigation. The course focuses on 
navigation as it is done on recreational boats today and embraces GPS as a 
primary navigation tool while covering enough of traditional techniques so the 
student will be able to find his/her way even if their GPS fails. The course 
includes many in-class exercises, developing the student’s skills through 
hands-on practice and learning. Topics covered include:  
· Charts and their interpretation 
· Navigation aids and how they point to safe water 
· Plotting courses and determining direction and distance 
· The mariner’s compass and converting between True and Magnetic 
· Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and information they provide, setting 
up waypoints and routes, staying on a GPS route. 
· Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into the GPS 
· Monitoring progress and determining position by both GPS and traditional 
techniques such as bearings and dead reckoning 
The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that one is on course. 
It is a great way to learn/practice/hone some very usable "on the water" 
skills!  Why a Friday night course?  Well, that is the only night the course in-
structor, Rich Spitzer, our hard working SEO, has open for the balance of this 
spring!  The plan is to secure a Bay City location for the class in order to make 
it easy for participants to get “boating” as soon as the class ends! 
 
 Materials for the course are priced at $40.00 (our cost).  We need a minimum 
of 6 participants to proceed, so please let Rich (989-399-2400, 
rich_spitzer@hotmail.com) know if you are interested before 04 MAR 2008. 
 

WANTED: SAILING INSTRUCTORS 
The Saginaw Bay Community Sailing Association has openings for Sailing 
Instructors and Sailing Assistants for the summer, 2008.  These paid positions 
are perfect for college and high school students.  Basic Job Requirements: 
Sailing Instructor:  Duties include teaching introductory classes to youth and 
adults and intermediate sailing to teens.  Must be an experienced sailor and 18 
years or older.  Some experience with outboards preferred.  The candidate 
must be willing to become certified by US Sailing.   Sailing Assistant:  Duties 
include assisting the instructor by helping students rig their boats, setting 
buoys, and coaching the students.  The candidate should know how to sail; 
some experience with outboards preferred.  Minimum age is 16 years.  For 
more information and details about these positions, please contact Bob Nelb, 
Executive Director, at (989) 922-SAIL or bob.nelb@sbcsa.org by April 10. 



The print version of this copy of the Bay Views had the 
Spring Conference registration form on blank pages 10 
& 11.  Please see the D9 web site for a copy of the form. 
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March  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, March 4, 2008 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 

Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hour 

 

Program 
 

Racing the Bermuda 1-2. 
A 635 nm sailing from Newport to Bermuda and back.  

By 

Pat Nugent & J.R. Watson 
 
 

Please RSVP: Rudy Jarvi 
989-792-7943/ rudolph173@aol.com  
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Are we having fun yet?  You bet! 
 
If you haven’t already, all members will soon receive 
the SBPS 2008 Roster which includes the planned 
class sequence of Advanced Grades and Electives for 
the period 2008 - 2011.  Consistent with the plan, the 
Cruise Planning and Operations Training Courses 
have been scheduled; a big “Thank You” to Kathy Spiller and Cindy Marcoux 
who have graciously agreed to conduct them!.  A Piloting Course is being con-
sidered, but we need to hear back from members to see if there is sufficient 
interest to proceed.  Look for additional details on each of these courses in this 
edition of the Bay Views, and detailed course descriptions are available on the 
USPS Educational Department home page (www.usps.org/national/eddept).   
 
Thanks to Greg Stanley’s untiring efforts, plans for the SBPS spring public 
boating courses have been finalized.  The Squadron Boating Course will be 
offered in a 5 consecutive week class format at the U.S. Coast Guard Station in 
Essexville.  Starting dates for these classes are 05 MAR, 16 APR, and 28 
MAY.  Flyers are being posted throughout Bay City, Midland, and Saginaw, 
Press Releases, Community Calendar Updates, and Public Service Announce-
ments have been submitted to local media, and the schedule has been posted 
on the USPS website so people searching for a local course can consider ours.  
The rest is up to YOU!  Please mention the course to any friends or boating 
acquaintances that might benefit from taking it.  If time or location is an issue, 
mention America's Boating Course, a home study alternative now exclusive to 
USPS which leads to certification upon completion of a Squadron proctored 
exam. 
 
Plans to offer some of the new seminars recently introduced by USPS are 
moving along. These short seminars focus on specific topics and needs with a 
two-hour format, and valuable take-away guides, and provide credits toward 
the soon to be released Boat Operator Certification program.  Tentatively, we 
have scheduled the “How to Read a Chart” seminar for Saturday, 22 MAR, the 
“How to Use GPS” seminar for Saturday, 19 APR, and the “Sail Trim and Rig 
Tuning” seminar for Saturday, 17 MAY, all at 1300 hrs at the Wirt Public Li-
brary in Bay City.  Additional information on these seminars is available on 
the USPS website (www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm).  Hopefully, they will 
serve to generate additional interest in our Squadron Boating Course.   
 
(continued next page) 
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Rich Spitzer, JN 



����� ��� ������ ��  

At the risk of sounding like a broken record, let me again encourage you to 
consider taking some of these courses.  If you've taken the courses before, con-
sider them a fun winter activity to keep your skills and boating knowledge 
fresh.   If you’re an experienced boater but have never taken these courses, 
consider them a fun way to confirm how much you really know.  If you’re new 
to boating, there is no better way to get the information you need to become a 
skilled and confident skipper.  What better way to build excitement about the 
upcoming boating season than to talk boating while the snow flies?    
 
 

CRUISE PLANNING 
Summer… Boating season…  Soon.  Thinking about all the things you 
plan on doing this summer? 
Well, we have some good news for you!  The Saginaw Bay Power 
Squadron will be conducting a Cruise Planning course to help you visu-
alize all those great outings!  Designed for members who plan to cruise 
for just a day or for a year--in either a sail or powerboat--this four week 
course covers the following topics: 
· Cruise preparation and planning 
· Boat and Equipment 
· Anchors and Anchoring 
· Security 
· Chartering 
· Cruising Outside the United States 
· Crew and Provisioning 
· Voyage Management 
· Communications 
· Navigation 
· Weather 
· Emergencies 
The manual used for the course includes a twelve-month cruise plan-
ning timeline. The course is non-modular with one final exam. 
Advanced registration is required; deadline for registration is March 
20th.  
Where:   Fire House #2, 3211 McCarty, Saginaw Township, MI 
When:    Thursday, 17 APR 2008 - 8 MAY 2008    1900 - 2100 Course 
Materials Cost:       $30.00 
Instructor: Lt. Kathy Spiller (THE best planner in the world!) 
Reservations: Rich Spitzer (989) 399-2400, rich_spitzer@hotmail.com 
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 OPERATIONS TRAINING PROGRAM  
 
As the snake oil salesman would say, "Ladies and Gents, I have the 
best remedy in town".  Do you know how USPS got started and when?  
Did you know USPS was founded 2 February 1914? 
 
Would you like to learn more about the By-Laws of Squadrons, District 
and National and how the three depend on each other?  How about 
learning what all these gold and silver things are on uniforms and what 
the different flags mean?  If you would like the answers to the above 
questions and more, plan on attending the next OT (Operations Train-
ing) Program as scheduled below. 
 
This program is designed for those who want to, or need to, know more 
about how the squadron operates.  It is essential for those who may 
wish to become candidates for elected positions in the squadron and is 
interesting and useful to those who have wondered just why things are 
done in certain ways.  It covers a wide range of topics, some of which 
are of general value, such as parliamentary procedures.  New members 
are particularly urged to attend this program. 
 
The class consists of lectures and reading:  NO EXAM is required, at-
tendance is.  And it is FREE to Squadron Members!  This is a fun in-
formative and useful tool in understanding the squadron and how it op-
erated.  A beautiful certificate is granted once you have completed the 
program, 
 
This is truly a MUST program for all for all officers and committee 
chairmen and ought to be taken by every member of the squadron who 
wants to understand the workings of the squadron.  
  
Remember ---No TEST—you receive a beautiful certificate upon com-
pletion. 
WHEN:            Saturday, 15 MAR 2008  
TIME:              0900 – 1600 HRS (Lunch Included) 
WHERE:         Carrollton Fire Hall, 220 Reserve, Carrollton 
CONTACT:     Rich Spitzer, 989-399-2400 
(rich_spitzer@hotmail.com) 
Deadline for registration: March 4, 2008 
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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2008 
 

January 7 Executive Board Meeting           Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
February 5 Dinner Meeting             SBYC 
February 11 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
February 15/17 Boat Show             Ryder Center SVSU 
 
March 4  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
March 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
March 16 St. Patrick’s Day Parade             Bay City 
 
April 1  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
April 4-6 Spring Conference             Troy 
April 7  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
May 6  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
May 12  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
May 17-23 Safe Boating Week 
 
June  Vessel Safety Check Weekend      Bay City 
June ?  Rendezvous with Flint             Caseville 
 
August  Rendezvous              TBA 
August 2  Coast Guard Parade             Grand Haven, MI 
 
September 2 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
September 8 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
October 7 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
October 13 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
October ? Hay Ride              Billville in Hale MI 
October 31 Fall Conference              Battle Creek MI 
 
November 1 Fall Conference cont.             Battle Creek MI 
November 4 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
November 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
December 5 Change of Watch              SBYC 
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Boston Whaler 
Princecraft Fishing Boats & Deckboats 

Mercury Outboards 
Mercury Inflatables 
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