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 District 9 

Unit of United States Power Squadron® 





Pangborn Marine Inc. 
 

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIES 
USED BOATS SALES - CANOES—HOISTS 

INCLUDING EVINRUDE - MERCURY—COBRA STERNDRIVE 
 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9 AM—6 PM 
SATURDAY 9 AM—3 PM 

(989) 832– 8641 
4204 ISABELLA ST. - MIDLAND 

 

Andersons Service Centers, Inc. 
Automotive Division       Marine Division 
1206 E. Patrick Street                                   2363 Weadock Highway 
Midland, MI 48640                                       Essexville, MI 48732 
(989) 832-8895                                              (989) 894-0552 

Complete Automotive and Marine Service 
Land and Sea All Service Guaranteed 

Keith Anderson, Pres.                     e-mail: AndersonSvcinc@aol.com 



 
 

 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 

 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

989-992-7449 

Put  a SMILE on your taste buds!  

      
    Put a SMILE on your taste buds!   
 
                       Tasting Parties 
       Fund raisers (earn 50% of sales) 

                                                      Personal and Corporate Gifts                                               
                         

                   Chris Pahssen-Noble, Gourmet Con sultant 
                   www.twosistersgourmet.com/web/ts gchris 
                         989-686-8565   cpahssen@ao l.com 
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due by 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published  
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander Cdr. Tom Czerniak, S                 793-6239 
Executive Officer Lt/C Marie Mitchell, AP               799-6324 
Admin. Officer Lt/C Jim Bartlett, S                      892-1150 
SEO                       Lt/C Rich Spitzer                         399-2400 
Secretary Lt/C Jeanne Poirer                      686-2199 
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                 892-1150 
Assistant SEO  
Asst. Treasurer Lt Gerald Johnston, P        (810) 659-4664 
Asst. Secretary      Lt Cheryl Cheger-Timm, SN        684-5788 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                           894-2191 
Historian Lt. Colleen Anderson, S              790-4964 



Welcome to 2008. Hopefully everyone had a won-
derful holiday season and all are ready for another 
successful year as a squadron. I want to thank eve-
ryone who attended and contributed to the Change 
of Watch, and I look forward to working for you in the coming year. 
 
As 2008 gets underway, the Executive Committee has met and the cal-
endar is set. You will find it published in the Bay Views and the roster. 
Any change of dates or activities will announced or e-mailed to the 
membership. 
 
The immediate upcoming events are the Spring Boat Show at SVSU 
Ryder Center February 15-17, 2008 and the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
Bay City, Sunday March 16, 2008. Also start making plans for the 
Spring Conference in Troy hosted by Grosse Pointe. This date is April 
4-6, 2008.  Begin earning your Merit Mark by participating in these 
events. 
 
Kathy and I look forward to seeing everyone at the February 5th dinner 
meeting. Please RSVP to the Jarvi’s at rudolph173@aol.com or call 
(989) 792-7943. 
 
Thanks again to all who will contribute to a wonderful and successful 
year. 
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Tom Czerniak, S  



 
Winter is doing its usual thing keeping us on our 
toes with its many changes this year from rain, 
sleet, ice, snow, freezing rain, melting, and fog.  I 
hope that all of you have been able to keep up 
and that some of you have been able to escape to warmer and sunnier 
climates.  Not me, I'm here slugging away at my Junior Navigation 
Class.  It is everything that I heard of and more.  I hope that I finally 
understand everything as I see the end of class approaching on the hori-
zon. 
 
Please notice that even though it is traditional for the February program 
to be a history or a salute to "Founder's Day".  We are not doing that 
this year.  Every year it has been a struggle for me and those who came 
before me to come up with a new and interesting program based on the 
history of the USPS.  We have given lectures, we have had slides, we 
have had Power Point presentations, we have had "Jeopardy" and other 
games to try and fill this commitment.   I especially want to thank Rudy 
Jarvi and  Cindy Marcoux for their presentations.  Recently I have at-
tended conferences with other members of the bridge where it was 
brought to our attention that we don't have to pay homage to "Founder's 
Day" and that other squadrons haven't for years.  Who knew?  This 
year we won't.   If we get a lot of new members we may want them to 
know the history and revive it in some form.   I'm sure that you will 
enjoy Ric Mixter's "Valley Girl's"  program about shipwrecks from the 
Saginaw Valley area.   There will be stories of lost ships, lost lives and 
lost commerce.  It will be an enlightening evening of early Great 
Lakes shipping with struggles against weather and the lake itself.  Plan 
to attend.        
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Marie Mitchell, AP 
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Jim Bartlett, S 

 
I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays. We have a 
lot of things happening this year and we hope eve-
ryone gets involved and has a great time. We have 
of course  the Bay City St. Patrick's Day Parade 
upcoming and I would like to get a head  count if 
you are thinking of joining us at the parade.   
 
Also we have a poster contest for the children in our squadron. The 
contest has three age groups. Group 1, (6-8 years) Group 2, (9-11) and 
Group 3, (12-14 years). The theme is BOAT SAFELY &  KEEP OUR 
WATERS CLEAN. If your grand kids or family members are inter-
ested I need the  posters for judging by the meeting in March so the 
bridge can select the ones that will be submitted to the spring confer-
ence. You can get the rules by going to the following website: http://
www.usps.org/national/mambership/youth/pictures/11thYPContest.pdf 
So lets give the kids a chance to show there stuff.  If anyone has any 
questions about the contest please feel free to email me at 
jobjr57@aol.com.  I will be happy to help in any way I can.  
See you at the up coming meeting in February. 
 

 
Five Most Common Liability Claims  
Occurring Aboard Passenger Vessels. 

(Provided by Zurich Marine Insurance through Global Marine Insurance) 
 
1. Passengers can suffer serious injury of death when they are allowed 

to ride in the foredeck area while the vessel is operating at high 
speed or when subject to sudden changes in sea conditions. 

2. Hatches are opened and no crew member is assigned to warn peo-
ple away. 

3. Passengers are allowed to board or leave the vessel without crew 
assistance. 

4. Passengers use vessel ladder and/or stairs without crew supervi-
sion. 

5. Passengers become intoxicated.  
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Change of Watch December 2007 



 
2008 Commander Tom Czerniak and Kathy Spiller 

Out going  Commander Bill Shelt and Diane Dickerson 



P/C David Brooks, AP and D/Lt/C Denise Brooks  
Port Huron Power Squadron 

Sea Scouts Presenting Colors 
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February  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, February 5, 2008 
Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 

Cocktails 1800 Hours 
Dinner 1900 Hour 

 

Program 
 

Valley Girls 
By 

Ric Mixter 
 

Shipwrecks from the Saginaw Valley Area 

Please RSVP: Rudy Jarvi 
989-792-7943/ rudolph173@aol.com  
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Extra! Extra! Read all about it!  Educational 
Department plans a full schedule of classes! 
 
What an exciting month this has been!  With the help 
of our wonderful team of instructors, an ambitious 
plan has been set in motion to begin in 2008.  For our 
members, both the Advanced Grades and Electives 
will be scheduled in a way to permit achievement of a full certificate within 
three and a half years.  Class sequence for the period 2008 - 2011 will be in-
cluded in the 2008 Membership Roster.  With the Seamanship and JN courses 
which started in the fall nearing conclusion, look for Piloting, Cruise Planning 
and Operations Training to be offered this Spring.  Detailed course descrip-
tions are available on the USPS Educational Department home page 
(www.usps.org/national/eddept).  Times and locations for these classes will be 
announced in the BAY VIEWS, via emails to members, posted on the National 
Website, and, in the hopefully not too distant future, on our very own SBPS 
website. 
 
For the boating public at large, we will be focusing our efforts on providing 
several educational alternatives to encourage participation.  At the core, we 
plan to offer four Boat Smart classes this year - three in the Spring and one in 
the early Fall.  The thinking is that we will be expanding on this number by 
adding locations (Saginaw, Bay City, etc.) as we gain experience (and partici-
pation!) in promoting these classes via the web and the print and broadcast 
media.  For interested boaters with time or location issues, we will be promot-
ing America's Boating Course, a home study alternative now exclusive to 
USPS which leads to certification upon completion of a Squadron proctored 
exam. 
 
For something totally new, we plan to offer a series of new seminars recently 
introduced by USPS which are targeted to a range of boaters and types of boat-
ing. These short seminars focus on specific topics and needs with a two-hour 
format, and valuable take-away guides. Each seminar provides credits toward 
the soon to be released Boat Operator Certification program, and credit to-
ward Squadron elective courses.  Additional information on these seminars is 
available on the USPS website (www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm).  We 
hope to generate additional interest in boating education by timing these a 
week or two in advance of our Boat Smart classes. 
                                                                                             (continued page 10)    
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Rich Spitzer, JN 
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So, we're all set... all we need to make it a success is YOU!  If you've never 
taken a course from the Squadron, you don't know what you are miss-
ing!  These courses are packed with useful information and the instructors - 
fellow Squadron members and boaters - make them even more compelling by 
sharing anecdotes from their experience that illustrate the material being pre-
sented.  If you have taken a course from the Squadron in the past, take another 
one!  Most of the courses have been updated with vibrant graphics and com-
puter animations that make the concepts come to life and make them easy to 
adopt (even adapt!) in your own boating activities.  As the Nike ad says: "Just 
Do It!"  We bet you won't regret it! 
 

Piloting Course Description 
The Piloting course is the first in the sequence of USPS courses on navi-
gation, covering the basics of coastal and inland navigation. This all-new 
course focuses on navigation as it is done on recreational boats today and em-
braces GPS as a primary navigation tool while covering enough of traditional 
techniques so the student will be able to find his/her way even if their GPS 
fails. The course includes many in-class exercises, developing the student’s 
skills through hands-on practice and learning. Topics covered include: 
· Charts and their interpretation 

· Navigation aids and how they point to safe water 

· Plotting courses and determining direction and distance 

· The mariner’s compass and converting between True and Magnetic 

· Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and information they provide, setting 
up waypoints and routes, staying on a GPS route. 
· Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into the GPS 

· Monitoring progress and determining position by both GPS and traditional 
techniques such as bearings and dead reckoning 
The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for checking that one is on course . 
 

Cruise Planning Course Description 
Designed for members who plan to cruise for just a day or for a year--in either 
a sail or powerboat--this course covers the following topics: 
 
Cruise preparation and planning,  Boat and Equipment , Anchors and Anchor-
ing, Security,  Chartering,  Cruising Outside the United States,  Crew and Pro-
visioning, Voyage Management,  Communications,  Navigation,  Weather,  
Emergencies 
 
The manual includes a twelve-month cruise planning timeline. The course is 
non-modular with one final exam. 



��������  

Man Overboard Recovery 
(Courtesy of the Port Huron Splash February 2007) 

 
If you can see the person in the water clearly, a simple 180-degree turn is 
quickest. 
 
If you lose sight of the casualty, due to poor visibility, or heavy weather and 
sea state, the “Williamson turn” is a good way to get on to a reciprocal course 
which will take you back down your track. 
 
Put your helm hard over to the starboard and add 60 degrees to your course.  
When the compass is reading the original course + 60 degrees put the helm 
hard to port.  When the compass is reading the original course plus 180 de-
grees steer this reciprocal course and the casualty should be ahead of you.  
 
Do not waste time while the boat is turning to approach the person in the wa-
ter—prepare for the recovery, as it is too late when they are alongside.   De-
cide which side of the person you will approach.  Have a heaving line ready. 
Wear a lifejacket (and lifeline if possible). 
 
The initial approach to the person in the water will vary depending on the 
weather and sea conditions and the type of boat.  Let the weather help rather 
than hinder—stop upwind and drift down. 
 
If you are concerned about drifting onto the person in the water, bring your 
stern into the wind.  If your not confident with your boat handling skills, or it 
looks likely that the boat could down on top of the person in the water, throw 
them the heaving line and pull them along side to a safe place before recovery. 
Ensure the propeller is not turning when you are alongside the person in the 
water.  
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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2008 
 

January 7 Executive Board Meeting           Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
February 5 Dinner Meeting             SBYC 
February 11 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
February 15/17 Boat Show             Ryder Center SVSU 
 
March 4  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
March 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
March 16 St. Patrick’s Day Parade             Bay City 
 
April 1  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
April 4-6 Spring Conference             Troy 
April 7  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
May 6  Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
May 12  Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
May 17-23 Safe Boating Week 
 
June  Vessel Safety Check Weekend      Bay City 
June ?  Rendezvous with Flint             Caseville 
 
August  Rendezvous              TBA 
August 2  Coast Guard Parade             Grand Haven, MI 
 
September 2 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
September 8 Executive Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
October 7 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
October 13 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
October ? Hay Ride              Billville in Hale MI 
October 31 Fall Conference              Battle Creek MI 
 
November 1 Fall Conference cont.             Battle Creek MI 
November 4 Dinner Meeting              SBYC 
November 10 Executive Board Meeting             Carrollton Fire Dept. 
 
December 5 Change of Watch              SBYC 
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Boston Whaler 
Princecraft Fishing Boats & Deckboats 

Mercury Outboards 
Mercury Inflatables 
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