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 District 9 

Unit of United States Power Squadron® 





Pangborn Marine Inc. 
 

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIES 
USED BOATS SALES - CANOES—HOISTS 

INCLUDING EVINRUDE - MERCURY—COBRA STERNDRIVE 
 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9 AM—6 PM 
SATURDAY 9 AM—3 PM 

(989) 832– 8641 
4204 ISABELLA ST. - MIDLAND 

 

Andersons Service Centers, Inc. 
Automotive Division       Marine Division 
1206 E. Patrick Street                                   2363 Weadock Highway 
Midland, MI 48640                                       Essexville, MI 48732 
(989) 832-8895                                              (989) 894-0552 

Complete Automotive and Marine Service 
Land and Sea All Service Guaranteed 

Keith Anderson, Pres.                     e-mail: AndersonSvcinc@aol.com 



 
 

 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 

 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

989-992-7449 

 

      
    Put a SMILE on your taste buds!   
 
                       Tasting Parties 
       Fund raisers (earn 50% of sales) 

                                                      Personal and Corporate Gifts                                              
                        

                   Chris Pahssen-Noble, Gourmet Con sultant 
                   www.twosistersgourmet.com/web/ts gchris 
                         989-686-8565   cpahssen@ao l.com 
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander William Shelt, AP                       894-7996 
Executive Officer Lt/C Tom Czerniak, S                793-6239 
Admin. Officer Lt/C Marie Mitchell, AP              799-6324 
SEO                       Lt/C Jim Bartlett Jr., S                892-1150                        
Secretary Lt/C Dawn Stahlbaum, P            891-0201        
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                892-1150 
Assistant SEO Lt Rich Spitzer, JN            (810) 851-0192      
Asst. Treasurer Lt Gerald Johnston, P       (810) 659-4664      
Asst. Secretary      Lt Cheryl Cheger-Timm, SN       684-5788 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                          894-2191 
Historian Lt. Colleen Anderson, S             790-4964 



 
The St. Patrick parade was cold but well 
attended. Also the Spring Conference was 
lots of fun and there were good seminars. 
Our Hospitality room had chocolate smell filling the hallways. 
Kathy and Jim did a great job. We had 15 people at the Confer-
ence. 
  
Spring will be here soon and marinas, yacht clubs and boat 
launches will be busy. There are vessel safety checks scheduled 
for May.  
  
We had 15 students at our first boat smart class and every one 
passed the exam. We have six new members. The next class 
starts April 10 and we have at least another seven people signed 
up.  Remember every four weeks we will star a new class so tell 
everybody about this opportunity. Also, let’s try for everyone to 
sign up one new member this year. 
  
NOW LETS GET READY FOR BOATING!!!  
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Bill Shelt, AP  



This is the last Bay Views before the summer break. 
Plan to attend the May 1, 2007 dinner meeting at 
SBYC as this is the awards night. Contact The Jarvi’s 
for your dinner reservations. If you have not attended 
a meeting recently, you have missed out on the great 
food the SBYC has been preparing. 
 
Check your e-mails often during the summer since we will not be meeting 
during June, July and August. The Rendezvous with Flint will be June 22, 23 
and 24. This rendezvous will be at Caseville. More information will be sent by 
e-mail. If you do not have e-mail contact one of the bridge members for up-
coming information. Other events are also planned, however details are not 
final. 
 
Vessel checks are the first step to safe boating. Contact Paul Trombley to set 
up your check. Hope to see you on the water. Have a GREAT summer. 

Some Nautical Definitions  you won’t find in the Safe Boating Course—
Courtesy of Dave Cole, AP 

Anchor: A device used to submerge expensive anchor lines and chain when    
used without proper termination at both ends of the anchor line. 

  Compass:   A navigational aid that points accurately to the largest metal    
object on your boat. 

  Keel—A stopping device for your boat.   It works by contacting the bottom 
of  water you are in, thus inhibiting forward motion. 

  Overboard—A term describing the final resting place for anything expen-
sive dropped while on board a boat. 

  Through-the hull fitting  - A leak 

  Yacht  - When discussing boats, if the other is determined to be smaller than 
yours, it is customary to refer to yours as a yacht. 
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Tom Czerniak, S 



 OK last month's weather was only a teaser.  And then 
there were four letter words like SNOW and 
COLD.  Now I'm serious.  Get those boats ready and 
lets go boating!     
 
 The sinking of a cruise ship off Santorini is a relevant 
current event.   In the 80's I took one of those cruises to four islands with 
Santorini as a destination "weather permitting”.   We wondered what that 
meant on a large ship and didn't want to miss this beautiful location.  When we 
had been out at sea four hours from Piraeus we had a "lifeboat drill".  We put 
on our lifejackets and waited at assigned locations at the rail for the Captain 
and crew to inspect our procedure.  We were hot and impatient just wanting to 
enjoy our Greek vacation.  I'll never forget the stern look I received for not 
having tied the last life jacket tie high under my throat.  When we arrived at 
Santorini it was very windy and we didn't know if we were going to be al-
lowed to go ashore.  Fishing boat tenders carried us to the rocky cliff lined 
shore. We took a funicular to the top.   In the mean time the ship would do 
slow circles in the center of the 700' deep volcanic coldrera.  If it was too 
windy this would be too dangerous.  The views are spectacular.  Once you 
have been there you recognize them picture postcard perfect.   
 
When I saw the first pictures on television of the "Sea Diamond" I knew they 
were in trouble and couldn't believe where they were.  The ship was where 
only small boats go to disembark.  It was shocking how a cruise ship could be 
allowed to go there.  At the time of this writing I don't know all of the facts 
only that two French tourists are missing presumed dead and that a number of 
things on that ship didn't alert people properly.   
 
My point at the opening of boating season is to know where life jackets are 
and have them easily accessible.  This is especially true if you are on someone 
else’s boat or on a commercial vessel.  Always take this seriously.  This last 
incident was within close sight of land but could have been a fire in the middle 
of the open sea.  This cruise ship still slipped below the surface within four 
hours.  If something bad happens it will be chaotic, it will happen fast, it could 
be dark,   Stormy, and unimaginable.  Be prepared use what you have learned 
at USPS.      
 
Come join us for the May 1st Awards Banquet and New Member Swear-in 
Ceremony!                                          
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Marie Mitchell, AP 
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             The St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Bay City Michigan 

The SBPS must be leading the parade! 

Is our Commander calling the Coast Guard and what is that 
on Marie’s head? 



Our Commander knows how to keep warm! 

 

These guys look like serious boaters!   
That wouldn’t be a brewski in Paul’s hand, would it? 



What are these ladies are playing  on  those kazoos? 

 

I am sure all these young boaters have passed  
the Safe Boating Course! 
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May  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, May 1, 2007 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
Cocktails 1800 Hours 

Dinner 1900 Hour 
 

Program 
Award Presentations  

and New Member Recognition 

Please join us in congratulating those who have 
worked hard for  the Squadron and the USPS. 

 
 
 

          

�

Please RSVP: Rudy Jarvi 
989-792-7943/ rudolph173@aol.com  
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As I set here today to write this I see snow 
on the ground and 30 mile an hour winds. 
Isn’t spring in Michigan great? 
 
Our first public boating course is now 
over and out of the 15 students we gained six new members.  
This is fantastic!  Greg did a great job with the way we have had 
to put these classes together and thanks to all the other instructors 
and members who came to help.  Sail class is well on its way and 
we are going to be having an Instructor qualification class start-
ing soon. 
 
We had an awesome turnout for the St Pats parade with more 
members then ever out to support the squadron. 
 
As our season begins to start for all of us, and our last meeting 
for a few months is in May, it is now a good time to think about 
how each of us can become more involved in helping out our 
squadron. We are only as good as our membership and our volun-
teers.  There are plenty of places that we can use help and plenty 
of experience in our squadron that could enrich our membership 
and how we enjoy our squadron.  Even if you haven’t been to a 
meeting in a few months, just showing your support by coming 
and meeting all the new faces at our monthly meeting will make 
us a better squadron.  So please take sometime for what we all 
enjoy. 
 
Thank You and have a great & safe summer boating season. 
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Jim Bartlett, S 
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Roster Additions 
 
John (Jack) E. Duso   Vicki L. Duso 
3901 Westbrier Terrace   3901 Westbrier Terrace 
Midland, MI 48642   Midland, MI 48642 
Home: 989-839-9301   Home: 989-839-9301 
Wk:  989-837-3302   wk: 989-631-5892 ext. 106 
email: dusoj@chartermi.net  email: dusoj@chartermi.net 
spouse: Vicki    Spouse: Jack 
Boat: Vegas Deal,  32' Power 
   
Douglas C. Hawes   Dana M. Darby 
3609 Appold Dr.    3609 Appold Dr. 
Saginaw, MI 48602   Saginaw, MI 48602 
H: 989-790-5730    H: 989-790-5730 
wk: 517-404-0578 
email: dhawes@wymconsulting.com email: dmdarby@stcs.org 
spouse: Danna Darby   spouse: Douglas Hawes 
 
Francis P. (Pete) Fravson  Scott Clerc 
309 S. Linwood Beach Rd.  3339 Brentway 
Linwood, MI 48634   Bay City, MI 48706 
H: 989-697-1991    H: 989-686-7004 
wk: 989-832-1535   wk: 517-712-8765 
email: fpfrav@hotmail.com 
spouse: Michelle Kirchman 
boat: 18' power    boat: 17' power 
 
  

 To all new members.  Welcome Aboard! 
 

 
Roster Correction 

 
P/C Cynthia Marcoux, P should be listed as on the Executive 
Committee in place of P/C Janie Tacey, P. 
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Solar Bursts May Threaten GPS 
By RANDOLPH E. SCHMID AP Science Writer, The Associated Press 
 
The Global Positioning System, relied on for everything from navigating cars 
and airplanes to transferring money between banks, may be threatened by 
powerful solar flares, a panel of scientists warned Wednesday.    GPS receiv-
ers have become widely used in recent years, using satellite signals in navigat-
ing airplanes, ships and automobiles, and in using cell phones, mining, survey-
ing and many other commercial uses.  Indeed, banks use the system to syn-
chronize money transfers, "so space weather can affect all of us, right down to 
our wallet," said Anthea J. Coster, an atmospheric scientist at the Haystack 
Observatory of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech. 
 
The cause for their concern,  was an unexpected solar radio burst on Dec. 6 
that affected virtually every GPS receiver on the lighted half of Earth.  Some 
receivers had a reduction in accuracy while others completely lost the ability 
to determine position.   Solar activity rises and falls in 11-year cycles, with the 
next peak expected in 2011.  If that increasing level of activity produces more 
such radio bursts the GPS system could be seriously affected, the researchers 
said.  There are two possible ways to shield the system, both very expensive. 
Either alter all GPS antennas to screen out solar signals or replace all of the 
GPS satellites with ones that broadcast a stronger signal. 
 
In addition to the GPS system, the December solar flare affected satellites and 
induced unexpected currents in the electrical grid.  The effects were more pro-
found than we expected and more widespread than expected.  Dale E. Gary, 
chairman of the physics department of the New Jersey Institute of Technology, 
said the burst produced 10 times more radio noise than any burst previously 
recorded.  The difference between that burst and normal solar radio emissions 
"was like the difference between the noise level of a normal conversation and 
the noise level in the front row of a rock concert," he said.  . 
 
Patricia H. Doherty, co-director of the Institute for Scientific Research at Bos-
ton College, said the burst affected but did not shut down the FAA  Wide Area 
Augmentation System, which uses GPS signals to assist in navigation.  Most 
of the WAAS ground stations were able to maintain contact with enough satel-
lites to continue working, though their accuracy was somewhat affected, she 
said. The stations have to maintain contact with at least four satellites to work, 
but usually monitor at least 10 to increase their accuracy, she said.  Most were 
able to meet the minimum, she said.  (ed. nb.:   I am glad I took AP!) 
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“Dial-A– Buoy” is back!  
 
After being out of service last summer when we needed it most, the Dial-A-
Buoy is back.  This system gives mariners an easy way to obtain weather re-
ports when away from a computer.  Wind and wave measurements taken 
within the last hour at buoy and coastal weather stations operated by NDBC 
and a growing number of Integrated Ocean Observing System partners can be 
heard using a cell phone.   
 
Buoy reports include wind direction, speed, gust, significant wave heights, 
swell and wind-wave heights and periods, air temperature and sea level pres-
sure.  Some buoys report wave directions.  Coastal weather stations report the 
winds, air temperature and pressure, some also report wave information, water 
temperature, visibility and dew point. 
 
To access Dial-A-Buoy, dial 888-701-8992 using any touch tone or cell phone.  
Assuming you know the identifier of the station whose report you need, press 
“1” .  In response to the prompt, enter the five-digit station identifier.   The 
system will ask you to confirm your entry and after a few seconds the latest 
buoy observation will be read by a computer generated voice.   There are sev-
eral ways to find the station locations and identifiers.  For internet users, maps 
showing buoy locations are given at http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/.  Telephone 
users can press ”2” at the beginning of the call to be prompted for a lat/long 
and receive the closest station locations and identifiers.   
 
     

Flares Obsolete? 
(ed. nb:  I have a tendency to think of flares as being obsolete forms of com-
munication.  The following article from Motor Boating Magazine, May 2007 
brings me back to my senses) 

 
Last Flare Saves Boaters 

 
Two men who drifting in Mexican waters after their 
boat capsized were down to a prayer and a flare.  They 
had used one of their two signals to attract a passing 
boat early on .  On the fifth day, they saw a Coast 
Guard helicopter far in the distance.  It appeared as just 
a dot on the horizon, but they took a chance and risked 
their last flare.  Luckily, a crewman spotted the signal 
and the boaters were rescued.  All of which is a good 
reminder to the rest of us that three flares are required 
by law, although experts suggest at least six for inland trips, seven for coastal 
cruising and 14 when running offshore (ocean).   
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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2007 
 

January  8 Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
 
February  6 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
February 12 Executive Board Meeting Carrollton Fire 
Hall 
 
March  3 Spring Council Meeting  Mt. Clemens, MI 
March  6 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
March  12 Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
March  18 St. Patrick’s Parade  Bay City 
March  30,  31 Spring Conference  Lansing 
 
April  1   Spring Conference cont.  Lansing 
April  3  Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
April  9  Exec.  Board Meeting  Carrollton F Hall 
 
May  1  Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
May  7  Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
May 19-25 Safe Boating Week 
 
June    Vessel Safety Check Weekend Bay City 
June  1,2,3 Rendezvous (with Flint PS) Caseville 
 
August  3,4,5 Rendezvous   Au Gres 
August  4 Coast Guard Parade  Grand Haven, MI  
 
September 4 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
September 10 Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
         
October  3 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
October  8 Exec. Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Hall 
October  ? Hay Ride   Billville in Hale 
October  26-28 Fall Conference   Double Tree 
     
November  6 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
November 12 Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
    
December  7 Change of Watch  SBYC 



 
 
  
 
 

 

  Northport Marine  
Storage, Sales & Service 
P.O Box 824, AuGres, MI 

(989) 876-8931, Fax 989 876-2277, Cell (989) 903-5148 
Owners: Bill & Mike Horton  

Featuring: Over 160,000 sq ft. Storage Area 
Inside Rack Storage & Outside Storage for Boats to 45’ 

Completely Fenced & Lighted for Your Security 
Shrink Wrap Available, Bottom Painting 

Mechanical Service, Power & Acid Washes 

 
 
 

  333 S. AuGres, MI 48703 
(989) 876-7185, Fax (989) 876-7103, www.inlandmarineinc.com 

Alumacraft, Proline, Sportcraft, Loadmaster Trailers, Johnson Evinrude, 
Volvo-Penta, Mercruiser & OMC Cobra, Mercury 

 Underwater Search & Recovery 
MIKE HORTON, Sale Manager 



Boston Whaler 
Princecraft Fishing Boats & Deckboats 

Mercury Outboards 
Mercury Inflatables 
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