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 District 9 

Unit of United States Power Squadron® 





Pangborn Marine Inc. 
 

SALES - SERVICE - PARTS - ACCESSORIES 
USED BOATS SALES - CANOES—HOISTS 

INCLUDING EVINRUDE - MERCURY—COBRA STERNDRIVE 
 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9 AM—6 PM 
SATURDAY 9 AM—3 PM 

(989) 832– 8641 
4204 ISABELLA ST. - MIDLAND 

 

Andersons Service Centers, Inc. 
Automotive Division       Marine Division 
1206 E. Patrick Street                                   2363 Weadock Highway 
Midland, MI 48640                                       Essexville, MI 48732 
(989) 832-8895                                              (989) 894-0552 

Complete Automotive and Marine Service 
Land and Sea All Service Guaranteed 

Keith Anderson, Pres.                     e-mail: AndersonSvcinc@aol.com 



 
 

 

           The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
is proud to host the monthly meetings of the 

Saginaw Bay Power Squadron 
 

 
 

The Saginaw Bay Yacht Club welcomes  
all those who love boats & the Lakes. 

SBYC offers boating & social memberships  
with casual dining & lasting friendships. 

To learn more, call  (989) 892-5905 

989-992-7449 

Put  a SMILE on your taste buds!  

      
    Put a SMILE on your taste buds!   
 
                       Tasting Parties 
       Fund raisers (earn 50% of sales) 

                                                      Personal and Corporate Gifts                                               
                         

                   Chris Pahssen-Noble, Gourmet Con sultant 
                   www.twosistersgourmet.com/web/ts gchris 
                         989-686-8565   cpahssen@ao l.com 
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Editor  Lt. Craig Murchison, AP 
 (989) 631-5835 
 E-mail: cbmurch@yahoo.com 
 606 W. Meadowbrook Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
 
Articles for submission into the Bay Views are due b y 
the 15th of each month.  The Bay Views is published 
monthly except January, June, July and August for the 
members of the Saginaw Bay Power Squadron located i n Bay City, MI.  
Opinions expressed within do not reflect the opinio ns of USPS or of the 
SBPS.  Articles may be reprinted without permission  if  credit is given to 
the author or Saginaw Bay Power Sq., and Bay Views.  
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Commander William Shelt, AP                       894-7996 
Executive Officer Lt/C Tom Czerniak, S                793-6239 
Admin. Officer Lt/C Marie Mitchell, AP              799-6324 
SEO                       Lt/C Jim Bartlett Jr., S                892-1150                        
Secretary Lt/C Dawn Stahlbaum, P            891-0201        
Treasurer Lt/C Cindie Bartlett, S                892-1150 
Assistant SEO Lt Rich Spitzer, JN            (810) 851-0192      
Asst. Treasurer Lt Gerald Johnston, P       (810) 659-4664      
Asst. Secretary      Lt Cheryl Cheger-Timm, SN       684-5788 
Law Officer            Lt Guy Greve, P                          894-2191 
Historian Lt. Colleen Anderson, S             790-4964 



 
 
This should be an exciting year with 
changes in the works and in the  planning stages.  First the new 
Boat Smart Classes and schedule.  This schedule will  include 
nine months of a Basic Boating Class.  Whoever and whenever 
we hear  of someone wanting to take a Boating Class....We can 
help! 
 
National has opened up membership for anyone no matter 
whether they  attended previous boating classes, so ask your 
friends and dock mates to  join us. 
  
Things to add to your calendar are Spring Conference in Lansing 
on March  30, 31 and April 1.  And the St. Patrick Parade on 
March 18.  Also,  new Rendezvous location in June is planned. 
  
The Executive Committee has met and the calendar is set and 
will be printed  in the roster and Bay Views. Craig Murchison 
has been working on the new  Roster  with the updates and it 
should be mailed soon. 
  
Diane & I hope to see all of you at the dinner meeting Feb. 6th. 
 
 Thanks again to all who have helped make this past year a won-
derful year and a successful year.  
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Bill Shelt, AP  



 
Happy New Year and welcome to the newly 
installed bridge. As I write this article the 
wind is blowing and the snow is falling but 
we can still think of boating in the spring. 
Plans for the Ryder Boat Show are under way with Jack Tacey 
chairing the committee. 
 
The date has not been determined at this time; however members 
will be needed to work the three day event. A sign up sheet will 
be at the February 6, dinner meeting. If you have not worked this 
event plan to do so as it can be used for your merit mark for the 
2007 year. Those of you who are vessel examiners please wear 
your red shirts to let people know this service is provided by 
qualified examiners. 
 
Other events for the 2007 year are the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
Spring Conference in Lansing in April, Safe Boating Classes and 
Fall Conference in October. Also, other events to plan for are the 
rendezvous and the fall hayride. Plan to have a good year by get-
ting involved with your squadron. 
 

 

�������  

%��0������1�
���2��
���
��� �
 

Tom Czerniak, S 



  
Now I'm wearing a new hat as Administra-
tive Officer!  I am looking forward to my 
new duties.   
 
I'm still wearing the Programs hat also and I need some help with 
leg work (ideas, contacts, phone calls), or to take it over com-
pletely.  I would like interested parties to please contact me.  The  
higher ups tell me that they are going to keep me so busy that it 
will be difficult to keep up.   I hope that won't be the case, but I 
want to ensure that we continue our standard of good programs 
and interesting speakers.     
 
In light of the unusual winter so far I feel funny touting "Think 
Spring" but that is where  I must direct our interests.  We have to 
plan ahead for The Annual Boat Show, Bay City's St. Patrick's 
Day Parade, and our  Rendezvous.  Please plan your participation 
and sign the sign-up sheets at our meetings.   
 
There will be lots of fun stuff to come. 
 
P.S.  One new idea that has come forward is to have an outing 
during the cooler weather (possibly the fall color season) to the 
Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum at Whitefish Point.  Could be a 
lot of fun and give folks an excuse to go up there. 
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Marie Mitchell, AP 
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Secretary Lt/C Dawn Stahlbaum & friend Mike Coonan 
 

D9 Executive Officer Jerry Stephan, AP and wife  
Members of the Traverse Bay Power Squadron 



Commander Bill Shelt receiving the flag. 

Installation of the Bridge 



Exec. Officer Lt/C Tom Czerniak 
& Flag Lieutenant Lt. Kathy Spiller  

Admin. Officer Lt/C Marie Mitchell  
& Safety Officer Lt. Duane Essenmacher  
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February  Meeting 

 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2007 

Saginaw Bay Yacht Club 
Cocktails 1800 Hours 

Dinner 1900 Hour 
Program 

Founder’s Day 

 
 
 

         

 

      Boston Yacht Club, Marblehead, Mass (circa 1909) 
�
�
�

Please RSVP: Rudy Jarvi 
989-792-7943/ rudolph173@aol.com  
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The Origin of the USPS Taken from www.usps.org 
 
Roger Upton was a sailing member of the Boston Yacht Club in 1909 but, 
unlike so many other sailors, the newfangled powerboats captivated him.  He 
owned a 50-foot ketch named Nirvana and often cruised up the coast to Maine.  
Because he was a businessman and because wind was unreliable, he bought a 
35-foot motor launch with a gasoline engine to serve as tender for the ketch 
and to tow  her when she was becalmed.  The following year he install a 20-
housepower convertible kerosene gasoline engine in the ketch, making it pos-
sible for him to return to his business on time.  The reliability of powered ap-
pealed to him and he grew to love power boating. 
 
In the summer of 1911 he approached a small group of his colleagues at the 
Boston Yacht Club with the idea of establishing a club-within-a-club to em-
brace a select group of “gasoliners” who would develop such forms of cruising 
and racing as the new type of yachts allowed.  To quote from one of his arti-
cles, “To my mind the organization can be of use to yachtsmen for three major 
reasons: first, improvement in navigating ability of power-boat owners; sec-
ond, promotion of acquaintance and social intercourse by the power-boat own-
ers; third, the fitting of power-boat owners to be of  possible use to the Navy in 
time of war so that they might be received as volunteers should they so desire.   
 
Upton was elected Rear Commodore of the Boston Yacht Club in 1912 and 
with the acceptance of his ideas was placed in charge of the unofficial Power 
Boat Division of the fleet.  He soon kept the division’s 36 members busy with 
studies, cruises, races and drills modeled after U.S. Naval maneuvers.  The 
social side of the organization included monthly dinners at which ship and tow 
captains, marine inspectors and others were guest speakers.  Out of these ac-
tivities grew confidence in and a change of attitude toward the new breed of 
yachtsman.   
 
There was a need for education at the time.  The laws of the United States gov-
erning navigation applied only to steam vessels, and they were governed by a 
board of steamboat inspectors who were old, crusty, sea going men.  These 
inspectors had no use whatsoever for the small internal-combustion yachts, 
and it was their  fondest hope to gain control of these boats and have them 
supervised by the same stringent rules, which governed ocean liners, and other 
steam-powered vessels.  Upon and other USPS founders set out to protect 
power yachts from these steamboat inspectors and to remove forever the 
stigma of ignorance and foolhardiness , which they and professional sea cap-
tains and sailors had bestowed on their owners.  On October 14, 1912, Upton 
petitioned the Boston Yacht Club to officially establish his Power Boat Divi-
sion.  This was approved  unanimously.  At the annual meeting in January 
1913, the named was changed to “Power Squadron” and the club-within-a-
club was officially recognized.   
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First of all I would like to thank Jack for all 
his continued help and support while I am 
trying to fill his shoes.  
 
We just finished up the seamanship class 
where we had 6 students complete the class. Thanks to Greg 
Stanley and Howard Deal for their instructing and to Tom Czer-
niak for the use of the township hall. 
 
The weather class in it’s second part and should be completed  
within the next month.  The JN Class will not be held until the 
spring 2008 due to delays in the new text preparation. 
 
What a great opportunity we have within our organization. Not 
only do we get the benefit of finding some great friends, but we 
have the power of knowledge. Along with the benefit to our-
selves from learning from each other, we have the ability to teach 
others. Whether you an instructor or not, we all contribute to the 
teaching and learning process of others and for that I thank you 
all.  
 
This is why it is great to belong to the United States Power 
Squadron!  
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Jim Bartlett, S 
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                         NEW JN COURSE COMING! 
                             (reprinted from Currents 18 August 2006) 

Copied from “The Crow’s Nest” Lansing Power Squadron 
 
Most boaters today use GPS and other electronics, whether boating 
close to home or offshore. The GPS can tell you where you are with 
great precision virtually anywhere on the globe. This makes it an ideal 
tool for offshore boating. But no mariner places all of his confidence in 
just one source of navigation information - the GPS system is very reli-
able, but it is not infallible. All of this is the subject of the new USPS 
Junior Navigation (JN) course, where electronic navigation is taught in 
the offshore environment, as well as how to navigate when electronics 
fail. This is a course for the recreational offshore mariner, as well as 
those who simply want to understand the lore of the ancient art of ce-
lestial navigation. 
 
Just as in the current Piloting and Advanced Piloting courses, we con-
tinue to use electronic navigation with GPS as the primary positioning 
sensor and visual bearing as the backup. In coastal boating, our means 
of checking and navigating in the event of a failure relied upon visual 
bearing on landmarks and navigation aids for lines of position and 
fixes. Offshore we don't have those visual references available - in-
stead, we use the sun and celestial navigation for checking and backup. 
Students will learn to do that in the Junior Navigation course. 
 
Celestial navigation has been part of the lure of sailing for centuries. It 
is still practiced today, and with highly accurate watches and calcula-
tors, it's a snap to do. The new Junior Navigation course explains how 
to develop a celestial line of position from observations of the sun to 
check the GPS and get and estimated position (EP). A celestial position 
is developed by advancing an earlier sight on the sun to the current one 
using a running fix (RF). This technique can be used with dead reckon-
ing to navigate across the ocean in thee event of GPS or other electron-
ics failure. 
 
The new course emphasizes the skills required in planning and con-
ducting a voyage across vast bodies of water without immediate assis-
tance available. Current offshore electronic tools and software with 
conventional rout planning techniques will be taught. Building on what 
was learned in the piloting courses, students will see how the offshore 
environment impacts how one uses the GPS and other electronic tools. 
 
Look for it to be offered by SBPS in the Spring 2008. 



Lake Dif. Chart Dat. Dif. Last  Mo. Dif. Last Year 

Mi.-Huron 0 +2 +5 

Superior -11 -1 -12 

St. Clair +21 +6 +12 

Erie +31 +5 +13 

Ontario +31 +5 +15 

Current Lake Levels 
(USACE  January, 12, 2007) 

Over the next few months , Lake Superior is predicted to remain 
well below last year’s levels, while Michigan-Huron, St. Clair, 
Erie and Ontario are forecasted to remain at or above the water 
levels a year ago. 
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Roster Corrections 
 

The Bridge and many of you have responded to my request for 
roster corrections in anticipation of publishing the Squadron’s 
2007 Roster book.  Thank you very much. 
 
For those of you who did not receive the request due to lack of e-
mail address, please check out your listing or anything else in the 
2006 Roster for possible correction.  The new roster will go to 
the printer no later than February 7th.   Thanks, Craig 

Last Horizon 
 We are sorry to report that P/Lt/C Don Janowiak, AP passed 
away January 4, 2007 at his residence.   Don was a member of 
the USPS for 22 years.  
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      Saginaw Bay Power Squadron Calendar 2007 
 

January  8 Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
 
February  6 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
February 12 Executive Board Meeting Carrollton Fire 
Hall 
 
March  3 Spring Council Meeting  Mt. Clemens, MI 
March  6 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
March  12 Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
March  18 St. Patrick’s Parade  Bay City 
March  30,  31 Spring Conference  Lansing 
 
April  1   Spring Conference cont.  Lansing 
April  3  Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
April  9  Exec.  Board Meeting  Carrollton F Hall 
 
May  1  Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
May  7  Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
May 19-25 Safe Boating Week 
 
June    Vessel Safety Check Weekend Bay City 
June  1,2,3 Rendezvous (with Flint PS) Caseville 
 
August  3,4,5 Rendezvous   Au Gres 
August  4 Coast Guard Parade  Grand Haven, MI  
 
September 4 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
September 10 Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
         
October  3 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
October  8 Exec. Board Meeting            Carrollton Fire Hall 
October  ? Hay Ride   Billville in Hale 
October  26-28 Fall Conference   Double Tree 
     
November  6 Dinner Meeting   SBYC 
November 12 Executive Board Meeting Bill Shelt’s 
    
December  7 Change of Watch  SBYC 



 
 
  
 
 

 

  Northport Marine  
Storage, Sales & Service 
P.O Box 824, AuGres, MI 

(989) 876-8931, Fax 989 876-2277, Cell (989) 903-5148 
Owners: Bill & Mike Horton  

Featuring: Over 160,000 sq ft. Storage Area 
Inside Rack Storage & Outside Storage for Boats to 45’ 

Completely Fenced & Lighted for Your Security 
Shrink Wrap Available, Bottom Painting 

Mechanical Service, Power & Acid Washes 

 
 
 

  333 S. AuGres, MI 48703 
(989) 876-7185, Fax (989) 876-7103, www.inlandmarineinc.com 

Alumacraft, Proline, Sportcraft, Loadmaster Trailers, Johnson Evinrude, 
Volvo-Penta, Mercruiser & OMC Cobra, Mercury 

 Underwater Search & Recovery 
MIKE HORTON, Sale Manager 



Boston Whaler 
Princecraft Fishing Boats & Deckboats 

Mercury Outboards 
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